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G eneral Informa tion - Terms of Sale 


Welcome to the latest issue of the Rare Coin Review. We think you'll enjoy 
being a Bowers and Ruddy Galleries client. Since 1953, we've helped build many of 
the finest collections ever assembled. Whether you want a $5 coin, a $500 coin, or a 
$50,000 coin we can help you. 

We pride ourselves on the quality of the coins we deliver. If you’re an advanced 
numismatist or a dealer, as most of our customers are, then you can appreciate what 
an important difference quality makes. If you're a new collector, then be sure to 
compare quality when comparing price — for a comparison of one without the other 
is absolutely meaningless. If your emphasis is on quality you've come to the right 
place! 

The founders of the firm (James F. Ruddy and Q. David Bowers) are members of 
the International Association of Professional Numismatists, the Professional 
Numismatists Guild (Q. David Bowers is president of the PNG; James F. Ruddy is 
recipient of the PNG Distinguished Service Award), the American Numismatic 
Association (life members 336 and 337), the Royal Numismatic Society (London), 
the American Numismatic Society, and other leading organizations. 

Q. David Bowers is author of many books, including the best-selling "Coins and 
Collectors", "High Profits from Rare Coin Investment", and writes regularly for 
"Coin World", "Numismatic News", the "Encyclopedia Americana", and other 
publications. 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. has handled many of the most important coins 
and collections sold in America and Europe since our founding in 1953. Today, we 


e coins in the hands 


have the largest and most comprehensive stock of choice and n 
of any dealer in the world. 

Our Auction Department is well known for its fine quality auction sales. Over the 
years Bowers and Ruddy Galleries has handled millions of dollars' worth of choice 
U.S. and World coins — most notable of which has been the Fairfield Collection, the 
largest at unrestricted auction sale. 

It has been our pleasure to have supplied choice coins to dealers, collectors, and 
museums worldwide. It would be our pleasure to include YOU among our many 
satisfied customers. We're "your friends in the rare coin business" - and we think 
you'll really enjoy doing business with us. 

Terms of Sale 

1. Enclose remittance with order unless credit has been established (in which case 
you can order on approval). A prompt cash refund will be given for any part of an 
order not filled. 

2. For orders under $100 sent to a U.S. address, add $1.50 to cover postage and 
handling costs. Full postage will be charged for all foreign orders. Coins are shipped 
via first class or registered mail. Books, albums, and supplies go under separate cover 
by special book rate or United Parcel. California residents add state sales tax or 
furnish resale permit. If payment is sent with order, include full postage. Any excess 
will be either credited or refunded. 


3. As many of the coins are one-of-a-kind ii 


r stock, alternate choices will be 


appreciated. Use the reverse of your order blank for this purpose. These will not be 
used unless the first items have been sold. If you are ordering for a type set, just put 
"Same Type" as your second choice and we'll substitute a coin of the same design 
and of equal or higher grade and value if the first item requested has been sold. Title 
to all items remains with Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. until payment in full has 
been received. All items are subject to prior sale or price change without notice. This 
catalogue cancels all previous price quotations. 

4. GUARANTEE. Any item not satisfactory for any reason (other than 
authenticity, for which there is no time limit) must be returned within 15 days for a 
refund. No explanation is necessary. U.S. coins are graded by the A.N.A. Grading 
System. All items are absolutely guaranteed genuine, without time limit. Our 
liability, in every event, is limited to the actual price paid for an item, without 
provision for additional expenses or later replacement value. All transactions are 
deemed to take place in California, with Los Angeles being the place of venue, and 
under California laws. 

5. MASTER CHARGE, VISA, and AMERICAN EXPRESS. Any item in the Rare 
Coin Review may be charged to your account (among the three credit cards listed) by 
sending us all of the information in raised print from your card. In this way 
convenient time payments can be arranged through your local bank. 

6. VISITING US. Our offices are located in Hollywood (Los Angeles) directly 
across the street from world-famous Mann's Chinese Theatre. We're open Monday 
through Friday 9:00 to noon, 1 to 4:30. As rare coins are kept in bank vaults, an 
appointment is recommended so we can have a selection of rare coins on hand for 
you to view. Visit us the next time you are in Los Angeles! 

TELEPHONE SERVICE 

When calling to order from anywhere outside of California (in the U.S.A.), use our 
WATS line (800) 421-4224. And for orders amounting to $200 or more, feel free to 
call our number COLLECT (213) 466-4595. 


NUMISMATIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


Do y 


i have a question, inquiry, opinion, remark, or any other sentiment about 
this issue of the Rare Coin Review or any of the coins listed? Please let us know! 
Write on a piece of paper with your name and address separate from your order 
blank (so as not to delay your order) and send it along. We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 

Individual copies of the Rare Coin Review cost $5 each, and our auction 
catalogues cost $5 to $10 each. Our yearly subscription rate (which includes 8 large 
catalogues plus our monthly Special Coin Letter ) offers you a fantastic savings. 
Because the cost of fulfilling subscriptions is much greater than the amount we 
charge, subscriptions are solicited only from active buyers or potential buyers: 

To any address, U.S. or foreign, via surface mail: $15 

To any U.S., Canadian, or Mexican address via first class mail: $25 

To any foreign address (except Canada and Mexico) via air mail: $37 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 

6922 Hollywood Boulevard Suite 600 Los Angeles, California 90028 

WATS line (outside California in U.S.A.) (800) 421-4224 Telex: PHOTOGRADE LSA 69-1555 
Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 to noon, 1 to 4:30 p.m. 

The Bowers and Ruddy Galleries staff includes Bill Hawfield (General Manager), Q. David Bowers (President). The U.S. Coin Department: Richard Kosta (manager), John Murbach. Bruce 
'"' h I. m Inna* i..ri.. n lnager 0 f our Investment Department. Frank Draskovic (manager) of the Foreign Department and our Auction Department: Robert 


Telephone (213) 466-4595 


Lorich, Jim Jones, and Judy Cahn. Don Suter 
Korver (manager) and Phi/ Starr. 
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Rare Coin Review No. 30 

Our Silver Anniversary 

It was twenty-five years ago in Johnson City, 
New York, when James F. Ruddy began his 
business of buying and selling rare coins. Jim, 
now retired from our firm, emphasized 
numismatic research and study from the start. In 
1958 he merged his company, the Triple Cities 
Coin Exchange, with Q. David Bowers' firm 
(which began in 1954 in Pennsylvania). The 
result was Empire Coin Company, Inc., a 
company which achieved a worldwide reputa¬ 
tion as a leader in the hobby. 

From these roots eventually came Bowers and 
Ruddy Galleries. 1953-1978 represents our silver 
anniversary. From Jim Ruddy's solo business in 
1953 we've grown to an organization of 
thirty-five dedicated people, including some of 
America's most prominent professional numis¬ 
matists. 

In August of this year we will be conducting 
the auction for the American Numismatic 
Association's annual convention in Houston, 
Texas. In the sale catalogue we will have a 
special silver anniversary section and will relate 
interesting milestones, events, and stories of the 
past quarter century. 

What is the secret of our success? We've 
often been asked this. There is no one single 
answer. Rather, it is a philosophy made of many 
components. 


1978 


The coin business is a business, and in recent 
years it has been a big one. However, pleased as 
we might be with our sales figures, we've always 
looked at our involvement from a collector's 
viewpoint. From the earliest years onward, 
thousands of hours have been spent on studying 
and numismatic research. Many major die 
varieties, overdates, and other significant dis¬ 
coveries have been made here—and with each has 
come the joy of learning something new. In the 
1960s Jim Ruddy spent thousands of hours of 
time examining over 5000 individual coins to 
secure the pictures and facts which eventually 
went into Photograde, the pictorial grading 
guide first published in 1970. Now for the first 
time a collector, beginning or advanced, could 
instantly grade a coin by simply matching it to a 
picture. The book was widely acclaimed by the 
industry, and, amazing even to its author, 
hundreds of thousands of copies were sold. In 
other books published by our firm, history and 
numismatics were interwoven to bring out the 
rich rewards of coin collecting—including art, 
romance, and, in a vein which appealed to 
anyone with future financial security in mind, 
investment. 

Authentications were performed for numis¬ 
matic publications, United States government 
agencies, and when it came into being the 
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American Numismatic Association Certification 
Service. Articles and features were written for 
Coin World, Numismatic News, The Numis¬ 
matist, and other hobby periodicals as well as 
for publications as diverse as Readers Digest and 
the Encyclopedia Americana. Jim Ruddy served 
as secretary of the Professional Numismatists 
Guild for five years. Dave Bowers has been on 
the PNG board of directors for many years and 
is currently that organization's president. These 
and other contributions have reaped a rich 
reward; not a monetary one but one of 
involvement and personal satisfaction. 

As we grew, our staff grew also. Our 
atmosphere of numismatic dedication and 
expertise combined with the glamour of 
handling major rarities and collections attracted 
many prominent numismatists. Today in 1978 
we have a wide diversity of expertise. Rich 
Kosta heads our United States Department, with 
John Murbach, Bruce Lorich, Don Suter (our 
investment specialist), Jim Jones, and Judy Cahn 
each playing a valued part. Our World Coin 
Department is headed by Frank Draskovic, and 
our Ancient Coin Department is the ken of Dr. 
Paul Rynearson. Over two dozen other 
dedicated staff members do everything from 
greeting visitors and filling telephone and mail 
orders to filling out government reports. Bill 
Hawfield, our general manager, keeps a watchful 







eye on the overall operation, while Bob Stahl, 
our controller, supervises the income and outgo. 

A dedication to value has unquestionably 
been a major key to our success. We're collectors 
ourselves and we appreciate the pleasure that 
comes from making a good buy. Accordingly, 
we price each item carefully to be a good value 
for you. Our volume of sales, the world's largest 
in the rare coin field to our knowledge, and 
expert staff permit us to operate with an 
efficiency and low overhead per transaction 
which we believe is unmatched. We're satisfied 
with a very low net profit per coin. The happy 
result of all of this is that our clients over the 
years have received an excellent value for their 
money. If you've been a constant reader for 
many years you've read our famous "Com¬ 
parison Test." In essence, we invite comparison 
of our careful grading and pricing with any other 
firm. It's a matter of pride to report that we 
have never, repeat never, had a single client 
report to us that he or she has been able to find 
consistently better values elsewhere! We think 
this is quite a statement! 

This does not mean that each and every coin 
we offer for sale in this Review issue is 
automatically the cheapest you'll find, for no 
doubt there are scattered sellers with a few 
pieces at lower prices. But, taken as a whole, 
you'll find our pricing level to be most attractive 
for you. 

Grading has been another key to our success, 
but at this point we'll defer commentary on that 
to a following paragraph. 

The main ingredient in our success is—guess 
what? It's you, the customer. Since 1953 we 
have sold coins to and bought coins from tens of 
thousands of numismatists. It's probably a safe 
statement to say that there is not a single major 
active collector who hasn't been a Bowers and 
Ruddy Galleries client. We are deeply grateful to 
you for your interest and patronage. Whether 
you've spent $100 with us over the years, 
$100,000, or a million dollars we appreciate 
your enthusiasm and support. It is gratifying to 


know that many clients who were active 
customers in the 1950s are still active buyers in 
1978! Here's a toast to your good health and 
good fortune . . . may you still be with us 25 
years from now when we celebrate our 50th 
anniversary! 

Yes, we're very, very appreciative of your 
patronage. Without you it wouldn't have been 
possible. 

In This Issue 

This issue of the Rare Coin Review is printed 
sideways in a horizontal format. Why? No 
particular reason . . . just to try something 
different. If you like its looks and handling ease 
we may continue it. On the other hand we might 
not. 

Nearly all of the words in the pages to follow 
are those of John Murbach and Bruce Lorich, 
two of the numismatists in our United States 
Coin Department. Pricing is the result of careful 
market studies by Rich Kosta, Don Suter, Jim 
Jones, Judy Cahn, and others. Photography is by 
Kent Loose. Graphics are by Beryl Jewitt and 
her staff, including Karen Bernal, Cindy Martin, 
and Mar Miyazaki. Phil Starr, who in December 
was the father of a new baby boy (Nicholas 
Joseph Starr), supervised the project and ran 
back and forth to the printer 100 times. And, of 
course, others made still other contributions. 

You'll find a wide panorama of coins offered 
for sale. Colonial coins, early American half 
cents and large cents, Indian and Lincoln cents, 
and two-cent pieces will interest the copper 
specialists among our clients. Three-cent pieces 
in nickel and silver, half dimes, early and late 
silver coins, and gold will also attract attention 
and interest. Commemoratives, paper money, 
patterns, and other specialties are likewise well 
represented. Whether you're looking for a $10 
coin or a $10,000 rarity, we hope you'll find 
something of interest. 

Grading of coins has always been an 
important consideration here at Bowers and 
Ruddy Galleries. We've always prided ourselves 
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on our careful and conservative grading. This has 
been a key factor in our success. In the past 
we've graded by our own system, which was 
mainly based upon experience and by observing 
the grading of others—as well as being a bit more 
conservative so as to offer a better value. Then 
in 1970 we used Jim Ruddy's Photograde 
system. Now, the American Numismatic Asso¬ 
ciation has published the Official A.N.A. 
Grading Standards for United States Coins. Q. 
David Bowers of our firm wrote the intro¬ 
duction, Abe Kosoff compiled the data from 
dozens of contributors, and Ken Bressett of 
Whitman Publishing Company put the volume in 
its final form. 

Beginning with this Review issue we use the 
new A.N.A. system. The numerically-based 
A.N.A. system is equivalent to the past 
adjectival grades used by us as follows: 

What we used to call About Good is now 
AG-3 on the A.N.A. system. Our former Good 
becomes Good-4 or, abbreviated, G-4. Very 
Good becomes VG-8, Fine becomes Fine-12, 
and Very Fine becomes VF-20. VF-EF from the 
past becomes VF-30, choice, now. Extremely 
Fine becomes EF-40, and EF-AU becomes 
EF-45, choice. About Uncirculated becomes 
AU-50. Borderline Uncirculated becomes 
AU-55. Brilliant Uncirculated becomes MS-60, 
BU. Or, if the coin is not brilliant, then it may 
be described, for example, as MS-60 with light 
iridescent toning (or whatever). 

Choice Brilliant Uncirculated from the past is 
now MS-63, BU. Gem BU now becomes MS-65, 
BU. 

The A.N.A. system has MS-70 as Perfect 
Uncirculated, a category we didn't have in the 
past. MS-70 refers to a coin which under 4x 
magnification shows no nicks, handling marks, 
or any other extraneous marks, not even tiny 
ones. In its strictest form, and this is what we 
will adhere to, MS-70 will refer to modern issues 
specifically struck for collectors and handled 
with care from the very moment of coinage. It is 
probably the case that there is no such thing as 






John Murbach, who has been with us for many years, 
is a "numismatist's numismatistHis superb knowledge 
of American coins and paper money is a part of each 
catalog issue. In addition, John performs many 
authentications and variety studies for our Research 
Department. In this photograph he attributes a die variety 
of an early silver dollar. 


Bob Stahl, our company controller, supervises the 
financial income and outgo of our organization. Bill 
Hawfield, our general manager, keeps tabs on 1001 
different things around here—yesterday the purchase 
of a collection in Chicago, today an advertising series 
highlighting some of the books we publish, tomorrow 
something entirely different 


Bob Korver, manager of our Auction Depart¬ 
ment, plans in the next month to visit just about 
every area of the U.S.A. to acquire consignments 
for our 1978 auction season. Marti Day assists 
bidders by mail and telephone. 


Bruce Lorich is a writer and researcher. In addition 
to doing many of the coin descriptions in this "Rare 
Coin Review" issue he wrote an interesting article on 
coin hoards. You'll enjoy reading it! 


Carrie Aik ins, our receptionist, greets 
B&R clients on the telephone and in person. 


Dave Bowers, a founder of our 
firm, is president of B&R. Right 
now he's busy planning for our 
forthcoming A.N.A. convention 
sale. 


Cindy Martin, Karen Andrews-Bernal, and 
Mar Miyazaki spend each day producing a wide 
variety of things in our Graphics Depart¬ 
ment.. . our "Rare Coin Review," "Special 
Coin Letter," auction catalogs, books and other 
things. 
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an MS-70 Carson City Mint dollar. As of this 
writing it is too early to tell what the rest of the 
dealers in our field will do, and perhaps 
advertisements will be chock-full of 19th 
century silver and gold coins described as MS-70. 

When reviewing such offers, if they do occur, 
please keep in mind that such coins should be 
absolutely flawless, not almost flawless. We 
mention this now to “head off at the pass” a lot 
of comments we'll probably receive such as 
“why doesn't Bowers and Ruddy Galleries offer 
lots of MS-70 silver dollars for sale? Other 
dealers do.” 

While the A.N.A. grading standards speci¬ 
fically recommend the use of finite numerical 
grades such as MS-60, MS-65, and MS-70, and 
while they discourage the use of intermediate 
grades, we have elected to use them. Speci¬ 
fically, the A.N.A. guide (in the part written by 
Q. David Bowers, see page 21 of the A.N.A. 
reference) notes: 

"The A.N.A. grading system considers it to be 
good numismatic practice to adhere to the 
standard MS-60, MS-65, and MS-70 numerical 
designations. Experienced numismatists can 
generally agree on whether a given coin is MS-60 
or MS-65. However, not even the most advanced 
numismatists can necessarily agree on whether a 
coin is MS-62 or MS-63; the distinction is simply 
too minute to permit accuracy. In all instances, 
it is recommended that intermediate grades be 
avoided, and if there is any doubt, the lowest 
standard grade should be used.” 

The only problem arises with the fact that 
among Uncirculated coins even a minute 
difference in grade can make a big difference in 
value. For example, let us create a hypothetical 
situation. The 1849-0 quarter dollar is a major 
rarity. In the 1978 Guide Book it catalogues 
$2750 for an Uncirculated (exact degree of 
Uncirculated not specified, but presumably 
MS-60) specimen. 

Let us suppose that there are exactly 20 
Uncirculated 1849-0 quarters known (Note: in 


reality, there are not this many). Let us suppose 
that they have the following values: MS-60 
$2750, MS-65 $6000, and MS-70 $15,000. 

Let us suppose that of the 20 known pieces, 
15 grade MS-60 on the nose, 2 grade just a hair 
short of MS-65, 1 grades precisely MS-65, one 
grades just a hair short of MS-70 (a 4X glass 
shows a microscopic nick on the reverse edge), 
and one is a flawless MS-70. 

Let us further suppose that your collection is 
being offered for sale and you have two 
specimens, one which grades just a hair short of 
MS-65 and another which grades just a hair short 
of MS-70. 

Would you want your two coins described 
and sold as MS-60 and MS-65? A potential buyer 
would then value them as $2750 and $6000. Or, 
would you believe that MS-64 and MS-69 would 
be preferable? In the latter case they could be 
priced at, say, $5000 for MS-64 (knowing that 
MS-65 is worth $6000) and $12,000 for MS-69 
(knowing that MS-70 is $15,000). Clearly, your 
MS-69 piece, a coin with the most trivial of 
marks, is much, much better than an MS-65. 
Clearly, too, it is not absolutely flawless and 
cannot be called MS-70. What would you do? 

Well, if you ask this question to a dozen 
numismatists you might get a dozen different 
answers. Our solution, at least for the present, is 
that we will use the intermediate grades of 
MS-63, MS-67, and MS-69 to describe coins 
which lie between the MS-60, MS-65, and MS-70 
figures. To do otherwise would shortchange 
those who sell to us, in our opinion. 

Our philosophy in the past has been to grade 
accurately and conservatively. We will con¬ 
stantly monitor the offerings of other sellers in 
the marketplace with the objective in mind to 
offer coins which, grade-for-grade, are as nice or 
nicer than those generally obtainable elsewhere. 

Special Offers 

As a thank you for your business we give you 
a choice of three gifts with any order of $t00 or 
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more we fill from this issue. As these items are 
expensive, they will only be sent if you 
specifically request one of them. Limit: one 
item (your choice) per person from this issue. 
To get your free gift, simply request "Send Gift 
A,” or whatever. Our supply is limited of Gift A 
and particularly Gift B, so if we run out we'll 
send Gift C as a replacement. We're rather well 
stocked, so if you send us your order within a 
few weeks of the time you get this Review issue 
you should be able to get the gift of your 
choice. This offer applies only to items 
specifically ordered from this issue and not from 
other offers or publications. So, take your pick 
of these: 



Gift A. MS-63, Brilliant Uncirculated Mercury 
dime, date of our choice, from the 1940s. 
Approximate market value: $6.00. 



Gift B. Reprint from original plates of the 
obverse of the $2 series of 1896 "Educational" 
note produced for the 1972 A.N.A. convention 
by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 
Approximate market value: $7.95 (our regular 
cash price) to $12.00. 








Jim Jones talks to a client on our 
toll-free WATS line. Have a want list for 
some hard-to-find items? Contact Jim 
and you'll have first choice the next time 
we acquire a large collection and put it 
in stock. Jim's also a familiar B&R 
personality at coin conventions. 



Your order from this "Review" 
issue will be capably filled by our 
Order Department: Pat Rickards 
(standing, left), Susan Blaine, Helena 
Griffith, and Glinda Vallow (mana¬ 
ger). See a coin of interest? Give our 
Order Department a call and they 
will reserve it for you! 



Maureen Gur-Arie, a new member of the 
B&R family, Ellen Chinowsky, and Ron 
Klingbeil (manager) take care of our Account¬ 
ing Department. Invoices, customers' accounts, 
checks coming in and going out-the depart¬ 
ment hums with activity. 



Kent Loose, to the left, is our one-man 
Photography Department. Black and white, 
color, close-up . . . you name it and he can do it 
superbly! Beryl Jewitt is manager of our 
Graphics Department. Phil Starr coordinates 
graphics, mailing, and many other things-a 
whirlwind of activity. 



Judy Cahn, for many 
years a mainstay of our 
World Coin Depart¬ 
ment, is now senior 
account manager and 
takes care of clients' 
needs and requests by 
telephone and over the 
counter. Judy's know¬ 
ledge of numismatics is 
formidable and includes 
just about every coun¬ 
try on the globe. 



Rich Kosta, manager of our United States Coin 
Department, supervises the world's largest inventory, to our 
knowledge, of choice and rare coins. Pricing, grading, 
attribution-these and other responsibilities call on his many 
years of professional numismatic experience. 
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Gift C. The brand-new 1978 edition of Q. 
David Bowers' best-selling book. High Profits 
from Rare Coin Investment. 208 pages of facts, 
figures, and interesting reading. Widely ac¬ 
claimed! A $6.95 value. 

A reminder: remember that you have to 
specifically request your gift in order to receive 
one. If you select Gift B or Gift C it will be sent 
under separate cover from your coin order (due 
to the large size of B and C). 

Coin Investment 

In autumn 1977 the new 1978 edition of Q. 
David Bowers' High Profits from Rare Coin 
Investment made its appearance. The book has 
garnered some impressive reviews, including 
these: 

"Supplies useful information, backed by facts 
and figures, for the serious investor. . . Answers 
all questions in a straightforward manner. By 
one of the nation's most eminently successful 
professional numismatists"-Coin World. 

"HIGH PROFITS FROM RARE COIN 
INVESTMENT answers so many questions that 
investors should be willing to pay 10 times the 
price to obtain it. Books such as this by 
experienced numismatists are all too rare." 
-Numismatic Literary Guild Newsletter. 

The book is 208 pages in length and has lots 
of facts, figures, and illustrations. Equally 


important, it is written in a chatty, interesting 
manner and should furnish you with an evening 
or two of delightful reading. Copies are $6.95 
postpaid. 

Investment has been a major reason for 
buying coins. Indeed, many of our clients have 
profited handsomely from investment in this 
area. For many years now our Collection/ 
Investment Program has offered the busy 
executive or professional person an easy way to 
build a meaningful collection or group of coins 
either for collecting or investment purposes or 
both. While past performances are no guarantee 
of the future market, we believe that with all of 
the problems the stock market has been having 
(today, January 11th, as this is being written, we 
note a headline in the Los Angeles Times stating 
that the Dow—Jones Averages have just sunk to 
a 35-month low!), with all the talk about 
inflation and energy problems, and with the 
distressing fact that money in a savings account 
actually sharply decreases in value in terms of 
purchasing power, rare coins do offer an area for 
serious investment consideration. 

Don Suter, one of the professional numis¬ 
matists on our staff, spends his full time as 
manager of our Collection/Investment Program 
portfolios. Would you like to learn how $100, 
$250 or another amount each month (or other 
interval of your choosing) can grow into a 
meaningful collection? Write for our booklet, 
"Rare Coins as an Investment," which describes 
our popular Collection/Investment Program. The 
booklet is free, and there's no obligation of any 
kind. 

Coming Events 

As noted earlier, we've been awarded the 
1978 American Numismatic Association conven¬ 
tion auction sale. Bob Korver, manager of our 
Auction Department, Marti Day, Lucy Gamez, 
and Candy Perlstein are busy planning for this 
landmark event, as are the others on our staff. 
Also being planned are many other really great 
auction sales in 1978 and 1979. Thinking of 
selling your collection? Write or call Bob Korver 


today and he will give you complete details 
about our auction service. A descriptive 
brochure, "How to Sell Your Coins for the Best 
Price," is free for the asking. 

Other Comments 

The coin market has exhibited great strength 
in recent months. Our first offering in October 
1977 of the landmark Fairfield Collection saw 
many price records soar to new high figures, 
exceeding the records set in the high 
market of 1973-1974. Right now our main 
problem is buying coins, not selling them—a sure 
sign of market strength. Toward this end, our 
numismatists have traveled thousands of miles 
recently in the quest for rare coins and 
collections. 

Via the pages of this Review issue you have 
first pick from our stock of United States coins 
and paper money. Many items are one-of-a-kind, 
so order early. 

If you're out-of-state you can call from 
anywhere in the U.S.A. (except California, 
Alaska, and Hawaii) on our toll-free line (800) 
421-4224 to place an order of any size. Glinda 
Vallow, manager of our Order Department, Pat 
Rickards, and Helena Griffith are standing by to 
help you. Or, you can order by mail, using the 
convenient order blank/envelope combination 
provided. Residents of California, Hawaii, and 
Alaska can use our regular number, (213) 
466-4595, placing the call COLLECT if the 
order is for $200 or more. 

If you're an old-timer with us, you know the 
quality, value, and service to expect. If you are 
new to our "family" of clients and if this is your 
first Review issue, order with confidence. A 
really satisfying numismatic experience awaits 
you! 

Sincerely, C\ 

Q. David Bowers 

President, Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 









Frank Draskovic, manager of our World Coin 
Department, and Janet Born-Connolly keep up 
with correspondence and orders from clients in 
all parts of the globe. Want a silver crown of 
Queen Victoria? A $2 gold piece from 
Newfoundland? A 5-mark piece from German 
New Guinea? Frank is the person to ask! 




Karen Oshman, manager of our Advertising Department, 
prepares the copy that each week goes to "Coin World, 
"Numismatic News," and several other publications. She'll 
also lend a hand now and then with catalog copy and 
graphics design for our own periodicals. 


* ' A 



George Olalde, Jim Clutter- 
buck, and Arlene Davis keep our 
mailing list up to date and our 
book and catalog shipments cur¬ 
rent. Each year hundreds of 
thousands of parcels, packages, 
books, and catalogues are sent out 
to our clients. 



Interested in coins as a hedge against inflation? 
Then Don Suter, manager of our Investment 
Department, is at your service. Each day he works 
with individual investors, pension plan and fund 
managers, and others. Careful personal attention is 
paid to each account. 
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These prices are slightly lower than 
normal retail because you let us pick 
the date! 


Type and Denomination 

BU MS-60 

BU MS-63 

BU MS-65 

PROOF 60 

PROOF 63 

PROOF 65 

Large cent. IH40-1836 

$299.00 

$475.00 

$625.00 


2750.00 

$3500.00 

thing eagle cent, 1857-18".8 

375.00 

495.00 

625.00 




Indian cent, copper-nickel. 1860-1864 

69.00 

129.00 

159.00 

350.00 

450.00 

550.00 

Indian cent, bronze. 1864-1909 

30.00 

42.00 

52.00 

85.00 

135.00 

159.00 

Two-rent piece, 1864-1872 

185.00 

285.00 

375.00 

295.00 

385.00 

475.00 

Three-rent nickel. 1865-1889 

75.00 

135.00 

179.00 

129.00 

189.00 

219.00 

Three-relit silver, 1851 -1853 (Tvpc 1) 

135.00 

295.00 

385.00 




Three-rent silver, 1854-1858 (Tvpc 2) 

395.00 

625.00 

750.00 

950.00 

1950.00 

2350.00 

Three-rent silver. 1 859-1878 (Type 3) 

135.00 

295.00 

385.00 

275.00 

425.00 

495.00 

Shield niekel, rays, 1866-1867 

339.00 

650.00 

975.00 




Shield niekel, no ravs, 1867-1883 

115.00 

179.00 

239.00 

149.00 

219.00 

265.00 

Liberty nickel, no CUNTS, 1883 

29.00 

49.00 

59.00 

145.00 

219.00 

275.00 

Liberty niekel, CENTS, 1883-1912 

50.00 

99.00 

129.00 

105.00 

135.00 

169.00 

Buffalo nickel, 1913 (Type 1) 

23.00 

42.00 

55.00 




Buffalo niekel, 1913-1938 

8.00 

10.00 

13.00 

285.00 

375.00 

475.00 

Bust half dime, 1829-1837 

350.00 

550.00 

675.00 




Seated Liberty hall dime, 1840-1839 

239-00 

350.00 

450.00 

450.00 

575.00 

675.00 

Sealed Liberty half dime, 1860-1873 

149.00 

249.00 

339.00 

239.00 

315.00 

385.00 

Bust dime. 1809-1827 

1195.00 

1895.00 

2450.00 




Bust dime, 1828-1837 

695.00 

1150.00 

1450.00 


3950.00 


Seated Liberty dime, 1838-1860 

295.00 

575.00 

775.00 

495.00 

725.00 

875.00 

Seated Liberty dime, 1860-1891 

139.00 

215.00 

375.00 

225.00 

289.00 

365.00 

Seated Liberty dime, arrows, 1873-1874 

475.00 

775.00 

975.00 

525.00 

775.00 

950.00 

Barber dime, 1892-1916 

95.00 

149.00 

219.00 

225.00 

289.00 

365.00 

Twenty-rent piece, 1875-1876 

595.00 

1050.00 

1350.00 

1050.00 

1550.00 

1850.00 

Bust quarter, 1815-1828 

2050.00 

2895.00 

3650.00 




Bust quarter, 1831-1838 

1050.00 

1850.00 

2350.00 

— 



Seated Liberty quarter, 1840-1865 

375.00 

550.00 

775.00 

450.00 

610.00 

775.00 

Seated Liberty quarter, arrows, 1854-1855 

550.00 

1050.00 

1350.00 




Seated Liberty quarter, 1866-1891 

275.00 

399.00 

550.00 

339.00 

450.00 

550.00 

Sealed Liberty quarter, arrows, 1873-1874 

625.00 

975.00 

1250.00 

725.00 

975.00 

1350.00 

Barber quarter, 1892-1916 

199.00 

285.00 

375.00 

339.00 

465.00 

565.00 

Standing Liberty quarter, 1917 (Type 1) 

189.00 

309.00 

389.00 




Standing Liberty quarter. 1917-1930 

89.00 

129.00 

159.00 




Bust half dollar, 1807-1836 

309.00 

575.00 

875.00 




Bust half dollar, reeded edge, 1837-1839 

725.00 

1250.00 

1795.00 




Seated Liberty half, 1839-1865 

325.00 

575.00 

875.00 

475.00 

625.00 

795.00 

Seated Liberty half, arrows, 1854-1855 

525.00 

975.00 

1350.00 




Seated Liberty half, 1866-1891 

299.00 

435.00 

675.00 

365.00 

499.00 

675.00 

Seated Liberty half, arrows, 1873-1874 

725.00 

1250.00 

1695.00 

975.00 

1250.00 

1695.00 

Barber half dollar, 1892-1915 

325.00 

525.00 

725.00 

415.00 

625.00 

775.00 

Walking Liberty half, 1916-1947 

12.00 

19.00 

25.00 

109.00 

139.00 

169.00 

Seated Liberty dollar, 1840-1865 

495.00 

875.00 

1250.00 

925.00 

1325.00 

1725.00 

Seated Liberty dollar, 1866-1873 

550.00 

975.00 

1450.00 

925.00 

1325.00 

1725.00 

Trade dollar, 1873-1883 

339.00 

625.00 

975.00 

925.00 

1350.00 

1850.00 

Morgan dollar, 1878-1921 

8.00 

12.00 

17.00 

425.00 

625.00 

825.00 

Peace dollar. 1921-1935 

8.00 

12.00 

17.00 




Cold dollar, 1849-1854 (Type 1) 

335.00 

450.00 

725.00 




Cold dollar, 1854-1856 (Type 2) 

1850.00 

2850.00 

4150.00 




i Cold dollar, 1856-1889 (Type 3) 

335.00 

450.00 

675.00 




Quarter eagle, 1840-1907 

169.00 

215.00 

285.00 


1950.00 

2450.00 

Quarter eagle, 1908-1929 

169.00 

215.00 

345.00 




Thrcc-dollar gold, 1854-1889 

1250.00 

1795.00 

2250.00 


5250.00 

6350.00 

Liberty half eagle, 1840-1908 

135.00 

165.00 

285.00 




Indian half eagle, 1908-1929 

249.00 

315.00 

675.00 




Liberty eagle. 1840-1907 

169.00 

215.00 

475.00 


3450.00 

4150.00 

Indian eagle, 1907-1933 

265.00 

345.00 

750.00 




Liberty double eagle, 1850-1907 

285.00 

325.00 

395.00 




Saint-Gaudens double eagle, 1907-1933 

285.00 

315.00 

395.00 


























united states coins 


Colonial Coins 


We present for your selection a very interesting array of 
American colonial, state, and Washington coins. Colonials 
represent one of the most fascinating areas of numismatics. For 
the collector who likes to combine history, intrigue, and 
craftsmanship (nearly all colonials were made from hand-cut 
dies with many peculiarities and idiosyncrasies) we recommend 
an excursion into this field. An ideal tourguide is Sylvester S. 
Crosby's mammoth volume, ",Early Coins of America,'' 1875 (a 
reprint is available from us). In addition, we recommend 
learning about "The Colonial Newsletter," a non-profit 
publication issued by James C. Spilman (Box 4411; Huntsville, 
Alabama 35802). A free sample copy is available from the 
publisher. 

"How should / collect colonials?" is a question we're asked 
frequently. After all, there are no Whitman holders or folders. 
Capital Plastics display sheets, or other "standard" display 
holders for the series. Our recommendation is to peruse the 
"Guide Book of U.S. Coins" and formulate a type set to suit 
your budget requirements. For example, if your budget is 
modest you might want to collect large-cent-size copper coins 
of the states (Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
Vermont) by designs (rather than by date varieties). If your 
budget is larger, you can go back into history and acquire a 
sample of each of certain classic issues—one specimen of a 1652 
Massachusetts coin, one example of a 1722-1723 Rosa 
Americana coin, and so on. Or, you can single out a specific 
area for in-depth collecting 

From a financial standpoint, colonials offer scarcity and 
rarity for quite a bit less than comparable coins sell for in the 
later federal series. 


Massachusetts Silver Coins 


1662 Oak tree twopence. EF-40. A very sharp and desirable 
specimen of this scarce denomination. The coin is of 


additional interest for it is the only Massachusetts silver coin 
which bears the date 1662 instead of the correct 1652, a 

diecutting error. An item for the connoisseur! . 1395.00 

1652 Oak tree sixpence. Fine-12. Bent and straightened. In the 
late 17th century it was a superstitious belief that a bent coin 
carried or worn on one's person would ward off witches and 
evil spirits. Today numismatists are very familiar with the 
so-called witch pieces which show signs of having been bent at 
one time. A nice specimen . 395.00 


1652 Oak tree shilling. Fine-12. Bent as a witch piece and then 
straightened $425.00; EF-40. A very sharp and desirable coin. 
Planchet split at edge due to striking. Very lightly toned. One 
of the nicest oak tree shillings we've offered in these pages in 
quite some time. Satisfaction guaranteed, as is the case, of 


course, with all items from this Review issue . 1395.00 

1652 Pine tree threepence. Very scarce denomination; much 
scarcer than the famed shilling issue. Fine-12 .495.00 


1652 Pine tree shilling. Large planchet variety. EF-40. A very 
sharp specimen. Bent long ago and straightened. Nicely 
centered. Light to medium gray toning. $995.00; EF-45, edge 
clipped. Satisfaction guaranteed .995.00 


THE I.A.P.N. 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries belongs to the International 
Association of Professional Numismatists (I.A.P.N.), which 
numbers on its roster leading rare coin firms in all parts of 
the world. 



1652 Pine tree shilling. Small planchet style. Choice Very 
Fine-30. Planchet split at border as struck. Well centered. Nice 
toning . 695.00 


Mark Newby Coinage 


(1678) Farthing. Good-4 $45.00; VG-8 $75.00; Fine-12 
$145.00; VF-20 . 259.00 


(1678) Farthing struck in silver. VF-20. Plugged. Exceedingly 


rare and seldom offered for sale . 1495.00 

(1678) Halfpenny. Good-4 .89.00 


WHAT THE P.N.G. MEANS TO YOU 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries is a member (one of its first, 
in fact) of the P.N.G.—the highly esteemed Professional 
Numismatists Guild. This is the leading national organization 
of coin dealers, and only members who subscribe to its high 
professional standards may belong. Buying your coins from a 
P.N.G. member means you'll be assured of first-rate 
professional treatment—along with unquestioned grading 
standards, guarantees of authenticity, and ethical business 
standards. You owe it to yourself to deal only with the very 
best—a member of the P.N.G. We hope it will always be us! 
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American Plantations 



(1688) American Plantations token. 19th century restrike in tin. 
We offer several really high-grade specimens: EF-40 $625.00; 
AU-50 $750.00; MS-60, lightly toned Uncirculated.A very 
pleasing coin! . 1295.00 


Elephant Token 


(1694) Elephant token. GOD PRESERVE LONDON' Very 
Fine-20 . 175.00 


Rosa Americana Coinage 

1722 Penny. UTILE DULCI. VG-8 $55.00; Fine-12, some edge 


roughness $55.00; Fine-12 .89.00 

1723 Penny. VG-8 $55.00; Fine-12 .89.00 

(1722) Undated twopence. Fine-12. Rim nick .85.00 

1723 Twopence. VF-20. Scratch on obverse. Satisfaction 
guaranteed .149.00 


Wood's (Hibernia) Coinage 


1723 Farthing. Choice VF-30 $75.00; AU-50, remarkably 


excellent grade for this small denomination . 295.00 

1722 Halfpenny. Harp left. Fine-12 .39.00 

1722 Halfpenny. Harp right. Fine-12 .49.00 



1723 Halfpenny. VF-20 $45.00; Choice VF-30. Small edge clip 


$45.00; MS-60, brown Unc. with attractive surfaces . . 325.00 


Voce Populi Coinage 



1760 Voce Populi farthing. Large letters. Rare denomination; 
farthings are dozens of times rarer than Voce Populi 

halfpennies. Very nice VF-20 . 595.00 

1760 Halfpenny. VF-20 . 90.00 

1760 Halfpenny. Raised "P" in front of bust. Scarce. Fine-12 

$75.00; EF-40, some light scratches .109.00 

1760 Halfpenny. Raised "P" below bust. Fine-12. Scarce 75.00 


French Colonies Issues 

1755 Sou marque. VF-20 . 75.00 



1764-A Sou marque. AU-50 $195.00; MS-63, Brilliant 

Uncirculated. Really splendid condition! First check gets it 

for just . 395.00 

1721-H Sou. VF-20, light edge clip $75.00; VF-20 .99.00 

1767 Sou. No counterstamp. VG-8 $45.00; Fine-12 $65.00; 

VF-20 . 89.00 

1767 Sou. With "RF" (for Republique Francaise) counterstamp. 
VF-20 .49.00 


Pitt Token 



1766 Pitt Token halfpenny. Very Fine-20. Weak in some areas. 
Early issue expressing sentiment for the American colonists' 
cause.325.00 


Virginia Coinage 



1773 Halfpenny. Period after GEORGIVS. EF-40, light scratches 
$65.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated with tinges of mint red 
$325.00; MS-60, another, this one nearly fully brilliant 

$395.00; MS-63, Brilliant Uncirculated .495.00 

1773 Halfpenny. No period. MS-63, red and brown Uncircu¬ 
lated. $395.00; MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated. The no-periods 
style is considerably rarer in all grades than the with-periods 
issue .$450.00 


Rare 1776 "CURENCY" $1 



1776 Continental dollar in pewter. Obverse with "CURENCY" 
spelling. Newman 1-C. Beautiful EF-40 grade. A very sharp 
specimen of this American classic .3500.00 


Your best source for Quality •' Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
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Rare 1783 Chalmers Threepence 


Vermont Coppers 


1776 Uncirculated Continental $1 



1776 Continental dollar. "CURENCY" variety. MS-65, Choice 
Brilliant Uncirculated. A splendid coin; one of the finest 
Continental dollars to come on the market in recent decades. 
A prize coin for the connoisseur and specialist . . . .14,995.00 


Rhode Island Ship Tokens 


1778-9 Rhode Island ship token. Brass. No wreath below ship. 
Fine-12 . 595.00 



1783 Chalmers threepence. Early silver issue. Exceedingly rare; 
far more elusive than the rare Chalmers shillings of the same 
date. VF-20. A very pleasing coin. Another prize for the 
specialist . 2250.00 


Nova Constellatio Coppers 


1783 Pointed rays, small U.S. VG-8 $35.00; VF-20 .95.00 

1783 Blunt rays. VF-20 .119.00 



1785 Pointed rays. Fine-12 $55.00; AU-50. A superb specimen. 
Seldom seen so nice $395.00; MS-60, Red and brown 
Uncirculated. An even finer piece! A masterpiece, a treasure. 
Often a span of years will elapse between offerings of any 
Nova Constellatio copper in this grade . 1295.00 



1778-9 Rhode Island ship token. Brass. With-wreath below ship. 
MS-63, Uncirculated with attractive toning. One of the finest 
specimens of this issue in existence. A rare, rare prize in this 

grade! . 1950.00 

1778-9 Rhode Island ship token. Struck copy from the 1930s by 
Horace M. Grant. MS-65 .9.00 


North American Token 

1781 North American token. VF-20 .59.00 


Bar Cents 



(1785) Bar cent. Obverse with intertwined USA monogram. 
Reverse with 13 parallel bars. Made circa 1785. Always a 
popular issue. We offer two high-grade pieces: EF-40, with 
some old scratches visible on the reverse between bars 
(probably done long ago to remove verdigris) $695.00; EF-40. 
A sharp and pleasing specimen in every respect . 995.00 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
-Established 1953- 
"Your friends in the rare coin business" 


I/Ve offer a modest selection of Vermont copper coins 
attributed to Richardson-Ryder numbers (copies of the RR 
monograph are available for $1 ppd. from us or the American 
Numismatic Association). The relatively short-lived series of 
Vermont coppers offers a remarkable diversity of design types, 
spellings, and legend arrangements. 


1785 VERMONTS. R-2. Sun over mountains design, reminiscent 
of scenery in the Green Mountain State. Abt. Good-3 $39.00; 
VG-8.115.00 

1785 R-3. Sun over mountains design as preceding. G-4, double 

struck .159.00 

1786 VERMONTENSIUM. R-6. Sun over mountains design as 

foregoing; different spelling of legend. Abt.G-3 $25.00; G-4 
$55; Very Good-8, porous $75.00; Very Good-8 $115.00; 
Fine-12, some planchet defects $125.00; Very Fine-20, light 
planchet defects . 225.00 

1786 VERMONTENSIUM. R-7. Sun over mountains motif. G-4 

$55.00; Fine-12 . 249.00 

Note: The Vermont coiners couldn't make up their minds 
about the Latinization of "Vermont," so such variations as 
VERMONTS, VERMON, VERMONTiS, and the cumbersome 
VERMONTENSIUM were produced. 

1786 VERMONTENSIUM, R-8. Sun-over-mountains issue. 


Fine-12 . 249.00 

1786 R-9. The curious Baby Head variety. Abt. Good-3 . . 79.00 



1786 Bust left. R-10. With the portrait of George II of England, 
but with Vermont legends. VF-20, porous as always for this 

issue . 350.00 

1786 Bust left. R-11. Design as preceding. About Good-3 
$29.00; Very Good-8 .105.00 


AUTHENTICITY 

Each and every coin or piece of currency purchased from 
our "Rare Coin Reviews" and "Special Coin Letters" (as well 
as through our auctions) is guaranteed to be authentic. There 
is no time limit to this guarantee. 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
-COMPLETE NUMISMA TIC SER VICE- 
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1787 BRITANNIA. R-13. Inadvertent combination of a 
Vermont obverse die with a worn-smooth reverse die intended 
for an imitation British halfpenny. Reverse weak as always; 
grading by the obverse. One of the most curious coins in the 
entire realm of state copper coinage! VG-8 $69.00; Fine-12 
$115.00; VF-20 $175.00; Choice VF-30, some planchet 
irregularity $175.00; Extremely Fine-40, small planchet clip 


as made . 225.00 

1788 Bust right. R-16. Good-4 $29.00; F-12 .85.00 

1788 Bust right. R-24. Fine-12 .115.00 

1788 Bust right. R-25. Good-4 $29.00; VG-8 .59.00 

1788 Bust right. R-27. VG-8.59.00 


Connecticut Coppers 


For your selection we offer a number of Connecticut copper 
coins from the 7785-1788 period. These are attributed to Miller 
numbers. Rarity ratings (R-1, etc., up to Miller's maximum 
degree of rarity, R-6) are given in parentheses. 


1785 Bust right. Miller 1-E (R-4). VF-20 . 95.00 

1785 Bust right. 3.2-L. VF-20, planchet defect .85.00 

1785 Bust right. 3.3-F.3 (R-4). Fine-12 .59.00 

1785 Bust right. 3.4-F.1 (R-3). Fine-12 .55.00 

1785 Bust right. 4.4-C (R-4). Fine-12 .49.00 

1785 Bust right. 5.1 -F-5 (R-4). Fine-12 .65.00 

1785 Bust right. 6.1-A.1 (R-3). Fine-12 .59.00 

1785 Bust right. 6.2-F.1 (R-4). Choice VF-30 85.00 

1785 Bust right. 6.3-G.2 (R-4). Choice VF-30 . 85.00 

1785 Bust right. 6.4-F.5 (R-5). VG-8, bent .39.00 

1785 Bust right. 6.4-1 (R-3). VF-20 . 75.00 

1785 Bust right. 6.4-K.1 (R-5). VG-8 .59.00 

1786 Mailed bust left. 4.2-R (R-5). VG-8. Minor planchet defect 

on obverse as made .65.00 


1786 Mailed bust left. 5.1-H.1 (R-5). VF-20, weak in areas 85.00 


1786 Hercules Head variety. 5.3-N (R-3). F-12, weak at centers 


$85.00; Fine-12, scarce so fine .175.00 

1786 Mailed bust left. 5.4-C (R-3). VF-20. Tiny, old scratch on 

reverse .49.00 

1786 Mailed bust left. 5.6-M (R-5). F-12. Weak at centers as 

made.79.00 

1786 Mailed bust left. 5.9-B.1 (R-4). VF-20. Some light planchet 

striae on obverse as made .95.00 

1786 Mailed bust left. 5.9-Q (R-5). Fine-12. Lightly struck in 
areas .59.00 

1786 Mailed bust left. 5.11-R (R-5). VG-8 .59.00 

1787 Mailed bust right. 1,3-L (R-4). Good-4 .59.00 

1787 Horned Bust variety. 4-L. Fine-12 $35.00; VF-20 . . 85.00 
1787 Laughing Head variety. 6.1-M. VF-20. Black and porous. 

Satisfaction guaranteed.19.00 

1787 Mailed bust left. 9-R (R-5). Reverse with IND (instead of 

INDE) ET LIB. VF-20 .99.00 

1787 Mailed bust left. 11.1-E (R-2). Fine-12. Weak in areas as 

made.35.00 

1787 Mailed bust left. 11.2-K (R-3). Fine-12. Dark .39.00 

1787 Mailed bust left. 13-D (R-3). VF-20 . 75.00 

1787 CONNECT variety. 15-F (R-3). VG-8 $35.00; EF-45. With 
some striae as issued. Dark surfaces. Scarce so fine . . . 149.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 16.2-NN.1 (R-4). Fine-12.49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 16.6-NN.2. Rare issue. Fine-12. Some 

weakness in striking as usual for this issue .105.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 19-g.4 (R-2). ET-LIB (with hyphen) 

reverse. Fine-12 .39.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 24-g.3 (R-4). ET-LIB. VG-8, some 

scratches .25.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 24-FF (R-6). Extremely rare; Miller's 

highest degree of rarity. Good-4 .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 25-m (R-5). VG-8 .59.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 26-a.l (R-5). Good-4. Small edge clip as 

struck $32.00; VG-8, some scratches .39.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 27-a.l (R-5). VG-8, planchet defect 

$49.00; VG-8 .59.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 28-o (R-6). Extremely rare. Fair-2 

$25.00; Good-4 .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 29.1-a.2 (R-5). VF-20 . 89.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 29.1-n (R-6). Exceedingly rare. Very 

Good-8 .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 29.2-N (R-6). Another very rare and 

seldom seen issue. VF-20, some edge damage .105.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 29.2-o (R-5). Good-4 .29.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 31.1-r.4 (R-1). VF-20 .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 32.1-X.3 (R-2). ETLIR corrected to 

ETLIB. Fine-12 .39.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 32.2-X.1. VG-8.19.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 32.4-Z.3 (R-5). Fine-12 .85.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 32.7-X.1 (R-5). VG-8 .45.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 32.8-aa (R-5). INDE/FUDE. G-4 $35.00; 

G-4 obverse, F-12 reverse .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.2-Z.21 (R-5). VG-8 .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.8-Z.13 (R-4). Good-4 .15.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.13-Z.1 (R-5). Good-4 .12.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.13-Z.6 (R-4). Fine-12 .59.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.13-Z.17 (R-4). VG-8 .14.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.15-r.l (R-1). VF-20. Dark _35.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.16-1.2 (R-4). Fine-12 .59.00 

1787 Draped bust left 33.17-gg.2 (R-2). Fine-12. Small edge clip 
but still very nice .35.00 



1787 Draped bust left. 33.17-gg.2 (R-2). MS-60, Brown 
Uncirculated with traces of original mint red. Exceedingly rare 

so fine! . 695.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.17-r.l (R-3). Fine-12 .35.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.21-Z.13 (R-6). VG-8 .85.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.23-hh.2 (R-5). Good-4.35.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.25-Z.10 (R-4). Fine-12 .55.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.25-Z.24 (R-5).AG-3, scratches . 15.00 

1787 Draped bust left 33.29-gg.l (R-4). ETLIR reverse. Very 

Good-8 .39.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.29-Z.7 (R-4). VF-20 .89.00 

1787 Draped bust left 33.31-gg.2 (R-5). ETLIR reverse. Very 

Good-8 .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.34-W.2 (R-5). Very Good-8, some 

scratches .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.34-Z.11 (R-5). ETLIB corrected from 

ETLIR. VG-8 .59.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.38-Z.23 (R-5). Good-4 .39.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.40-Z.1 (R-5). VG-8 .59.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 33.43-q (R-4). G-4 obverse, VF-20 

reverse .49.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 37.1-cc.l (R-2). Fine-12 .35.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 37.3-i (R-2). ET-LIB reverse. F-12 29.00 
1787 Draped bust left. 37.8-LL (R-3). ETLIB (as one word). 

VG-8.29.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 37.8-K.2 (R-2). Fine-12 .39.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 37.11 -ff.2 (R-3). VG-8 .29.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 37.12-TT (R-5). Good-4 .35.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 39.1-ff.2. AUCTOBI error obverse; 

ETLIR error reverse. Good-4 $29.00; Fine-12 .95.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 39.1 -h.1. AUCTOBI. Good-4 .... 35.00 

1 787 Draped bust left. 39.2-ee (R-4). VG-8 .45.00 

1787 Draped bust left. 40-KK.1 (R-5). AUCTOPI obverse. VG-8, 
weak in areas .49.00 


1787 Draped bust left. 43-Y. CONNFC obverse. Choice Very 

Fine-30 . 125.00 

1788 Mailed bust right. 2-D. Fine-12 .39.00 

1788 Mailed bust right. 4.1-B.1. G-4 obverse, F-12 reverse 99.00 
1788 Mailed bust right. 5-B.2 (R-5). VG-8 .69.00 
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Franklin Press Token 


1788 Mailed bust left. 10-C (R-5). VG-8 $59.00; VF-20, a couple 


of minor scratches .59.00 

1788 Draped bust left. 14.2-A.2 (R-4). Fine-12 .59.00 

1788 Draped bust left. 16.4-L.2 (R-4). VG-8 .45.00 

1788 Draped bust left. 17-Q (R-5). CONNLC obverse. VG-8, 
some marks.45.00 


New Jersey Coppers 


1786 Narrow shield. G-4 obverse, VF-20 reverse. Porous $25.00; 

VF-20, very porous $19.00; VF-20 .99.00 

1787 Outline to shield. Good-4 $15.00; VG-8 $25.00; VF-20, 

gouge on reverse $45.00; VF-20 .99.00 

1787 Large planchet. Fine-1 2 $69.00; VF-20 . 99.00 



1787 Pointed rays. STATES UNITED. G-4 $35.00, VG-8 

$59.00; Fine-12 $99.00; MS-60, Brown Uncirculated. Scarce 

so fine! . 495.00 

1787 Pointed rays. UNITED STATES at sides. VG-8 $59.00; 

AU-50 . 325.00 

1787 Fugio. Rare die variety 12-KK (R-7). Fine-12 .... 350.00 
1787 New Haven restrike in copper. MS-63. Red and brown 
Uncirculated . 250.00 



1794 Franklin Press. VF-20 $95.00; Choice AU-55 $195.00; 
MS-60, Brown Uncirculated $295.00; MS-60, Brown 

Uncirculated with traces of red. 325.00 


Massachusetts Coppers 


1787 Half cent. VF-20 $105.00; EF-40 $225.00; AU-50, 

planchet porosity at the obverse center .225.00 

1788 Cent. Period after MASSACHUSETTS. Good-4 $25.00; 
VG-8 $35.00; Fine-12, small scratches $35.00; VF-20 . 95.00 

1788 Cent. No period. G-4 $25.00; Fine-12 .55.00 


Auctori Plebis Token 

1787 Auctori Plebis token. VF-20 . 225.00 


Talbot, Allum & Lee Cents 


Mott Token 



1789 Mott token. Thin planchet variety. Scarce. EF-40 .495.00 1795 T.A. & L. cent. VF-20 $79.00; EF-40 $125.00; MS-60, 

brown Uncirculated . 350.00 


Nova Eborac (New York) Coinage 


1787 Nova Eborac. Figure left. VG-8 $75.00; VF-20 $195.00; 
Choice EF-45 .695.00 


Fugio Coppers 


1787 Club rays, rounded ends. G-4 $59.00; VG-8 $125.00; 


Fine-12 $175.00; VF-20 . 295.00 

1787 8-pointed star on label. Fine-12 $125.00; EF-40 . . 325.00 


SEND US YOUR WANT LIST! 

Looking for a Special Item? Send us your want list! A 
convenient space is provided for this purpose on the back of 
the order blank enclosed with the issue of the "Rare Coin 
Review." We'll then quote any items we can supply. There's 
absolutely no obligation to buy; just the opportunity to do so 
if you desire. 


Kentucky Tokens 


(1792) Kentucky token. Lettered edge. MS-60. Brown 
Uncirculated. Scarce $395.00; MS-60. Red and brown 

Uncirculated .425.00 

(1792) Kentucky token. Plain edge. Choice AU-55 .... 295.00 


QUALITY. VALUE. SELECTION, and SERVICE 
these and many other features are yours when you do 
business with Bowers and Ruddy Galleries. Try us and you'll 
like us! 


Castorland Pieces 


1796 Castorland medal. Restrike in copper. Early issue with 
milled edge. Proof-60 $39.00; Restrike in copper, modern, 
Proof-60 as made $7.95; Restrike in silver, modern, Proof-60 
as made.15.00 


Washington Pieces 


1783 Georgius Triumpho token. VG-8 $59.00; VF-20 . . 225.00 

1783 Draped bust, no button. Fine-12 .39.00 

1783 Small military bust. Plain edge. VF-20 . 99.00 

1783 Large military bust. VF-20 .65.00 

1783 Draped bust. Engrailed edge. Restrike in copper. Proof-63. 
Attractively toned . 235.00 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
-COMPLETE NUMISMA TIC SER VICE- 
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1783 Draped bust. Engrailed edge. Restrike in silver. Proof-65. A 

Choice Proof with attractive toning . 695.00 

(1783) Undated. Double head. Fine-12 $49.00; VF-20, dig on 

reverse $45.00; EF-40, dig on reverse .65.00 

1783 UNITY STATES cent. VF-20 . 85.00 

1791 Small eagle cent. EF-40 . 295.00 




(1795) Liberty and Security penny. Undated. Large and 
impressive issue. EF-40 $325.00; MS-60, Brown Uncirculated 

with traces of red . 895.00 

1795 Liberty and Security halfpenny. LONDON edge. Fine-12, 

light surface marks $59.00; VF-20 . 125.00 

1795 Muling of Liberty and Security halfpenny die with IRISH 

HALFPENNY reverse. VF-20 .95.00 

SUCCESS TO THE UNITED STATES token. Small size, reeded 

edge. EF-40. Scarce issue . 295.00 

(1795) North Wales halfpenny. VG-8 .95.00 

1832 Centennial Washington medal, Baker-160. Early copper 
restrike. Toned Proof with some spots. (Proof-60) .... 75.00 


Half Cents 



1792 Washington half dollar in copper. Very sharp AU-50 grade, 
far superior to the Guide Book plate coin. Some minor lines in 
the field before the face. Almost perfectly centered. Beautiful 


medium chocolate color. A very attractive coin .... 6500.00 
1793 Ship halfpenny. VF-20 $195.00; EF-40 .295.00 


1795 Grate token. Diagonally reeded edge. Large buttons. 
EF-40, obverse scratch $79.00; EF-40 $129.00; AU-50, some 
marks on reverse $149.00; MS-60, Brown Uncirculated 
$295.00; MS-60, Red and brown Uncirculated $349.00; 


MS-63, Brown Uncirculated . 325.00 

1960 Restrike of the obverse of the WASHINGTON BORN 
VIRGINIA cent, from original die. Copper. MS-60_19.00 



Do you collect half cents? Perhaps we should ask, why don't 
you collect half cents! This is a fascinating series, paralleling 
America's earliest copper cents in design details—with one 
general exception: the half cents are, as a rule, scarcer! They 
have never been terribly popular because of the difficulty of 
locating high-grade early pieces and certain rare dates, because 
they ran discontinuously (broken groups of dates, then periods 
of no production), and because the Proof issues of the 1830s and 
1840s have always been elusive. So. may we suggest an 
interesting collecting endeavor which might make you 
quite a bit of money (assuming that investors and others "wake 
up" to the rarity of half cents)? Try the real challenge of 
assembling a very select type set. Or collect by date, trying only 
for nice VF (or AU, or whatever—this is up to you) specimens. 
Or make it a goal to search for and obtain the rarities in the half 
cent series. Or, possibly, do something really unusual—put 
together a set (it may just be unique when you've finished) of 
Proof half cents. We believe you'll discover a great deal about 
American numismatics in the process! 



1794 One-year type, differing from design style from 1793 and 
the later 1795-7 cameo heads. Many collectors consider 1794 a 
one-year type. VF-20. Smooth planchet with dark brown 
color. As usual for 1794, the obverse is more boldly struck 

than the reverse . 550.00 

Note: Throughout the world, coin designers often make the 
obverses of their designs in a high relief. To offset this, the 
reverse compensates by being a flat, low relief design. Early 
U.S. coins, such as the 1794 half cent, follow this method. 
For this reason, you'll often see a coin graded EF-40 obverse 
and VF-20 reverse, for example. 



1795 Third year and third modification in design. Miss Liberty's 
head has been reduced in size giving a cameo appearance 
against the nearly empty fields. Several 1795s to choose from; 
lettered edge, pole to cap. Fine-12, a few light edge bumps. 
Scarce and desirable $209.00; plain edge, no pole: Choice 
VF-30. Well struck and pleasing medium brown color 
$545.00; EF-40 with lovely medium brown color, nice 


surfaces and exceptional centering. If you've been looking for 
a top quality, circulated half cent for your type set, this is a 

good one to consider . 795.00 

1800 Draped bust design. Good-4 $23.00; VG-8, a bit sharper 

than last .29.00 

1802/0 Overdate. Scarce, early overdate — the first in the series. 
Good-4, tiny edge defect. Would be VG otherwise. Just one 
piece in stock .125.00 


1803 Good-4; Choice AU-55. Medium brown color over lustrous 

fields. A fine hairline die crack on the reverse would make 
easy die variety identification. A perfect coin for your type 
set. 295.00 

1804 Plain 4, stemless wreath. Choice VF-30 . 49.00 

1804 Spike chin variety. A curious coin, probably caused by a 

slip of the engraver's touch-up tool. Sharply struck both 
obverse and reverse. AU-50 . 239.00 

1805 Large 5, stemless wreath. Fine-12 .35.00 

1806 Large 6, stems on wreath. AG-3.15.00 

1806 Small 6, stemless wreath. VF-20, porous $29.00; VF-20, 

small planchet clip (done at the mint) $39.00; EF-40, nicely 
struck .85.00 

1 808 Good-4 .23.00 

1809/6 Overdate. New designs beginning this year and 
continuing to 1836. VG-8 $17.50; EF-40 $59.00; AU-50, 
some light scratches on cheek $75.00; MS-60, brown 
Uncirculated. Lovely two-tone light-medium brown color. An 


attractive example .195.00 

1809 Normal date. Fine-12 $25.00; EF-45, choice .65.00 

1810 A lower mintage date and quite elusive. VG-8 .32.00 

1825 Another low mintage year. Fine-12 $29.00; VF-20, cleaned 

at one time. Cheap at .17.00 

1826 EF-40 $49.00; AU-50 .95.00 
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1828 13 stars. VG-8 $17.50; EF-40 $49.00; M3-60, red and 

brown Uncirculated. $ubdued mint red in the protected areas 
$249.00; M8-63, brown Uncirculated. Glossy lustre $175.00; 
M3-63, red and brown Uncirculated. Over 50% original bright 
mint red! Exceptional!!! . 425.00 

1829 Fine-12, cleaned $12.00; Fine 12 $25.00; AU-55, choice 
$99.00; MS-60, light brown Unc. and very pleasing . . 159.00 

1832 VG-8 $17.50; Fine-12, some surface marks $19.00; EF-45, 

choice .69.00 

1833 VF-20 $33.00; EF-45, choice .69.00 

1834 VF-20, tiny edge nick $25.00; VF-20 $33.00; AU-50, some 

obverse pin scratches. Cheap $39.00, AU-50, nice and 

unimpaired .85.00 



1835 VF-20 $33.00; VF-30, choice and a bit nicer $37.00; 
EF-40 $49.00; AU-50 $85.00; AU-55, choice $99.00; MS-63, 
BU. Bright mint red and fully struck details. A lovely example 

to display this type . 625.00 

1837 Half cent token. Actually a "Flard Times” token from the 
Jacksonian era, but now given semi-official status as a half 
cent. VF-20 $40.00; EF-40 . 69.00 


Rare 1840 Proof Half Cent 



1840 Small berries. Second restrike with characteristic die striae 
over RICA of AMERICA. Toned Proof-63. Wide, square edges 

with high wire rim . 1395.00 

Note: Demand for half cents flagged after 1835 and no 
business strikes were made again until 1849. However, in 1836 
and from 1840 through 1849, a few Proofs were struck per 
year. Then, in the late 1850s the old dies were resurrected 
and a few restrikes were made of each date. Average Proof 


mintage was originally 15 to 20 per year with perhaps as many 
restrikes for each made in the late 1850s. 

If ever there was an undervalued area in U.S. numismatics 
(in comparison to other coins of comparable mintage), the 
Proof half cents certainly lead the list! 


1847 Small berries. Second restrike as last (same reverse for all 
second restrike 1840-1849 half cents). Toned Proof-63, 


iridescent red color. Beautiful! . 1395.00 

1849 Large date. EF-45, choice .75.00 

1850 VF-35, choice $39.00; EF-45, choice .69.00 


Note: Both choice VF and choice EF coins were, in the 
past comparable to VF-EF and EF-AU designations. They are 
freer of the normal circulation marks and usually well struck. 
Thus they are the best available in their respective grades. 
(Same goes with AU-55, choice, for that matter). 



1855 AU-50 $95.00; MS-60, BU. Full mint red, though subdued 
in brilliance $395.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated $175.00; 
MS-63, brown Uncirculated with traces of mint red $185.00; 
MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated having 40% original mint 
red $249.00; MS-63, BU. Full mint brilliance $595.00; MS-65, 


BU. Full red, though subdued. Surfaces immaculate . . 495.00 

1856 VF-20, porous .25.00 

1857 EF-40 $65.00; AU-50 . 105.00 






1851 EF-40 $49.00; AU-50 $95.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated 
$159.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated with a trace of mint red 
in the protected areas $175.00; MS-60, BU. Full mint red. 
Average keg marks (similar to bagmarks on later coins) but 
desirable, nonetheless . 395.00 


Rare 1852 Proof Half Cent 



1852 Proof-only year. Restrike. Toned Proof-63. Brown color 

with hints of iridescence. Sharp strike with partial wire rim on 
both sides. Quite attractive .1 295.00 

1853 EF-40 $49.00; EF-45, choice $69.00; AU-50 $95.00; 

MS-60, brown Uncirculated. Medium brown color and glossy 
lustre .165.00 


wwwww 


1857 Brilliant Proof-65. Bright mint color and very, very rare in 
Proof state. Probably no more than two or three dozen Proofs 
are known of 1857 and few match this one! . 1495.00 



SECOND CHOICES 

Second choices will be appreciated when you send your 
order. As this issue of the ”Rare Coin Review” is being 
written, each and every coin described is actually in our 
stock. However, many pieces are one of a kind in our 
inventory (after all, we are dealing in rare coins). For this 
reason, we encourage you to list second choices. A special 
space for this purpose is on the back of your order blank. 

Second choices will not be used unless the first choices 
have been sold. If you are ordering for a type set and the date 
is not of importance, just put "Same Type" as your second 
choice and we will send a coin of the same design type and of 
equal or higher grade and value if the first item requested has 
been sold. Second choices help you—by giving you a greater 
percentage of your order with the lessened possibility of a 
"sold out" letter or a partial refund. Second choices help us 
by bringing more business our way, more efficiently (which 
also helps you by making our prices more competitive). So 
second choices are an ideal situation for both of us! 
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Large Cents 


the one "transition" coin of America — from colonial issues to 
regular federal coinage. Buy it today (call us toll-free on our 
WATS line) at a reduced (and bargain) price of . . .10,950.00 


1793 Chain AMERICA cent. Second reverse of the Chain motif. 
EF-40, attractive surfaces. Color is dark brown. Delicately 
struck head shows even the tiniest hair strands. A pleasing 
chain cent set for the collector or investor . 5500.00 


"The backbone of American numismatics"—that's what any 
number of veteran collectors over the years have termed our big. 
hulky, sometimes inscrutable earliest copper "pennies" (as 
others, even of some renown, have lovingly called them). Our 
large cents are indeed fascinating. They offer you tremendous 
variety—whether you seek to collect just by type, or by minute 
die variation (the die variety syndrome). The variety of owning 
coins which originally came from many sources is yours in either 
case: many of the planchets for the early pieces came from 
private metal companies, even from abroad. The copper, 
containing as it did an abundance of impurities, has over the 
decades taken on strange and fascinating configurations right in 
the heart of the metal—swirls of rusty looking bands, spots of 
pigmented areas caused by iron and the like mixed in with the 
pure copper, and curious and endearing blends of patination. 
One finds "treed" effects on the faces of these cents, as well as 
gorgeous hues of autumn gold, sun red, leaf brown, olive, 
chocolate, and even dappled reddish brown suggesting the 
pattern the sun makes as it shines through leaves on a bright day. 
Whatever draws you to the large cents-and here we have noted 
just a couple of the varied reasons—you are sure to find a superb 
offering right here before your eyes. Get out your Red Book or 
your trusty Sheldon, thumb through our pages, and you're 
bound to locate a treasure hidden away within these columns of 
black and white. We wish you happiness and good fortune! 


Classic 1792 Birch Cent 



1792 Birch cent. A classic in American numismatics, the 1792 
Birch cent was one of the first issues of the fledgling U.S. Mint 
at Philadelphia. Under the original coinage laws, the cent 
denomination had to have full weight in copper equal to 1c in 
value. The 1792 Birch cent followed that law, but when 
regular coinage began in 1793, the weight was reduced 
somewhat and smaller cents resulted. The present Birch cent 
has a Fine-12 obverse and Good-4 reverse (the reverse having 
been less strongly defined to begin with). 

We've had this Birch cent for slightly over one year and are 
frankly surprised that it hasn't sold as yet! It's the first Birch 
piece to be offered in many, many years. If you're a collector 
of early American coppers, this Birch cent is a must, for it is 


1793 Chain Cents 


1793 Wreath Cents 


1793 Chain AMERI. cents. The 1793 Chain AMERI. cent is one 
of the more famous American coins. In addition to being the 
first regular issue cent, its peculiar spelling on the reverse 
(UNITED STATES OF AMERI.) has made it a talked-about 
coin for years. Evidently, the engraver, fearful the word 
AMERICA would not fit easily on the die, abbreviated it to 
AMERI. Subsequently he found his fear unjustified, and later 
varieties of 1793 Chain cents have the country name spelled 
out in its entirety. 

Only 36,103 Chain cents of all types were struck. 
Obviously few survive today. All Chain AMERI. cents are rare. 
We're pleased to be able to offer three pieces: 

(1) AG-3. Pleasing "filler" coin. Honest wear - no 

impairments. The date is not visible but there is a full Liberty 
head and partial LIBERTY. Reverse is an unimpaired Good 
showing full wording and chain. Excellent medium brown 
planchet. Inexpensive at . 549.00 

(2) EF-40. Some surface marks. Dark brown planchet. 

Smooth and without the often-seen porosity. All details 
strong. The marks are on the obverse — the reverse being 
virtually unimpaired. A nice, intermediate priced Chain cent 
reasonable at only .3950.00 



(3) EF-45, choice. A beauty! Medium to dark brown 
planchet. Perfect surfaces and exceptional sharp strike for 
AMERI. (usually with low relief on Miss Liberty's head). See 
photo. Better yet, call today and request that we send it to 
you on approval .9950.00 


Pleasing Chain AMERICA Cent 



1793 Wreath cent. The Wreath cents evolved shortly after a great 
hue and cry went up from vocal critics of the newly released 
Chain cents. Some of these do-gooders said the chain was 
tantamount to equating America with slavery! Anyway, the 
mint officials quickly retired the chain reverse motif and 
placed a less-controversial wreath on the reverse instead. 

The 1793 Wreath cents have more boldly struck obverses. 
Liberty has long, flowing hair and the relief is markedly higher 
than the Chain cents. Two edge devices are found now. One 
has the "vine and bars" of the Chains. Toward the end of 
Wreath coinage, the lettered edge appeared and soon became 
the dominant device for most copper and silver U.S. coins. 

Five Wreath cents are offered: 

(1) VG-8. Vine and bars edge. Very dark surfaces, most 

probably caused by the coin having participated in a fire! The 
details suggest a higher grade (prior to the fire). The word 
LIBERTY is partially visible, the date and remaining legends 
perfectly clear. Not a bad piece . 565.00 

(2) VG-8. Vine and bars edge. Areas of light to dark brown. 

Nice planchet. 595.00 



(3) VF-20. Vine and bars. Dark brown color with smooth 
fields. Well above average in striking and color. Well worth the 
P r 'C e . 1395.00 



(4) EF-40. Vine and bars. Light brown color. Beautiful 
surfaces and well struck. We try to stock only the finest 
available specimens of 1793 cents. This one meets our critical 
eye to perfection! . 3995.00 
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(5)MS-63, brown Uncirculated. Vine and bars. Exceptional 
light brown color with lustrous fields. Every hair strand stands 
out boldly. The tiny veins in the leaves above the date, as well 
as on the wreath are sharp — clearly visible to the naked eye! 
Never have we seen another Wreath cent with the strike 
quality of the present coin. A Proof (if it existed) couldn't 
show sharper details. And if it is surface quality you desire, 
there are none of the often-encountered field marks so 
common on soft, early coppers. Here is truly the coin for the 
connoisseur. Not cheap (quality never is), but certainly not 
overpriced at.12,950.00 


Liberty Cap Cents 1793—1796 


Attractive 1793 Liberty Cap Cent 



1793 Liberty Cap cent. Last design type for 1793. Only 11,056 
struck, too! VF-20, smooth planchet. Well struck - perfect 
centering.4750.00 

Note: We try our darndest to seek out high quality, 
unimpaired, early U.S. coins. After looking at dozens and 
dozens of coins, we're sometimes disheartened for we may 
spend many hours and not find one nice coin! Quality is what 
counts in coins — or in any art/investment related field. 
Whether the coin is among the finest Uncirculated or Proofs 
known, or whether it's unimpaired circulated material, we 
believe you cannot go wrong if you choose wisely. 

This is why we sometimes go into raptures over lovely coins 
(like this 1793 Cap cent). We have seen many lesser-quality 
pieces in our long hunt, yet so few nice ones! 




1794 VG-8 obverse, AG-3 reverse $42.00; VG-8, once cleaned 
$42.00; VG-8, unimpaired $95.00; VF-20, minor pitting and 
surface marks $79.00; VF-20, black (often the case on early 
coppers) $95.00; VF-20, edge bumps $99.00; VF-20 obverse, 
VG-8 reverse $99.00; AU-50. Nicely centered and well struck. 
Light to medium brown color, smooth surfaces .... 1150.00 

1795 Plain edge, ONE CENT centered within wreath. AG-3 

$30.00, VG-8 obverse, AG-3 reverse $33.00; VG-8 $79.00; 
VF-30, choice. Excellent for type set inclusion .295.00 



1795 "Plain edge." Sheldon-76b variety. Interesting in that the 
edge is partially reeded! Possibly this was done on an 
experimental basis. Lovely AU-50 grade and no more 


expensive than a normal plain edge 1795 . 1095.00 

1796 Cap cent. Good-4 obverse, AG-3 reverse .35.00 


Draped Bust Cents 1796—1807 

1796 Draped bust. EF-40, but skillfully plugged at 12:00. A 

well-detailed space-filler at a fraction of the cost of a full 
EF^O .125.00 

1797 "Gripped edge" variety. Good-4 $39.00; VG-8 .... 59.00 
1797 3rd reverse, stemless wreath. AG-3 $27.00; VF-20, small 

edge nick . 295.00 

1797 3rd reverse, stems. Fine-12 .75.00 

1797 3rd reverse, stems. Scarce M over E in AMERICA variety. 
EF-45, choice. Very sharp strike, pleasing medium-dark brown 
color. Surfaces are exceptional .495.00 


CAREFUL GRADING AND FAST SERVICE 

You'll like our careful grading and fast service. More and 
more collectors, dealers and investors are making Bowers and 
Ruddy Galleries their headquarters for select United States 
and world coins. 




1798/7 Overdate. The first such overdate in the U.S. large cent 
series. Top of the 7 shows above the upper loop of the 8 in 
date. AG-3 $21.00; EF-45, choice. Well struck. Beautiful 

chocolate color and nice fields .850.00 

1798 3rd reverse, 2nd hair style (small curl added). AG-3 

$12.00; VG-8 .35.00 

1800/1798 Overdate. A dramatic overdate featuring dates from 
different centuries! Good-4 $22.00; VF-30, choice. Chocolate 

color, nice planchet . 249.00 

1800/179 Overdate. Second overdate variety for 1800. Of equal 
desirability. EF-40, medium brown color $325.00; EF-45, 
choice. Light brown. Choice planchet and strike quality. A 
top-of-the-line coin . 425.00 




1800 Perfect date. Good-4 $22.00; AU-50, with pleasing 

chocolate-colored surfaces. Very sharply struck — each tiny 
leaf vein stands out boldly . 595.00 

1801 1/000 engraving error. AG-3 $13.00; VF-30, choice. Dark 

brown color . 239.00 

1801 1/100 over 1/000 (the corrected fraction). VG-8 . . . 52.00 

1801 3-errors reverse. A famous blundered die. AG-3_19.00 

1801 Normal date. Good-4 $19.00; VG-8 .25.00 

1802 Stemless wreath. VG-8.29.00 



1802 Stems. Fine-12 $49.00; EF-40, some corrosion spots 

$75.00; EF-40, green patina (toning) $145.00; EF-40, nice 
brown color $225.00; AU-50. Sharply struck. Chocolate’color 
on excellent planchet . 595.00 

1803 Small date, small fraction. AG-3 $10.00; Good-4 $19.00; 

Fine-12 $49.00; EF-40, deep brown . 225.00 
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1803 Small date, large fraction. Good-4, dipped $10.00; VG-8 
$19.00; Fine-12 $49.00; VF-20, dark $39.00; VF-20, 
corrosion on reverse $33.00; VF-20, obverse scratches (also 
once dipped). Cheap at .37.00 



1804 Key date in the large cents. Few were struck and fewer yet 
survive. Two to choose from: (1) Fine-12. Variety without die 
breaks $695.00; (2) Fine-12. Variety with both obverse and 
reverse die breaks. As nice . 695.00 

1804 Restrike made in the 1860s. An 1803 obverse die was 

resurrected, altered (crudely) to 1804 and coupled with an 
1818-1820 reverse! Restrikes were struck to help supply 
strong collector demand for the 1804 date. MS-63, red and 
brown Uncirculated. A nice example of this controversial 
coin. Add one to your collection! . 249.00 

Note: Throughout the middle and late 1800s, the Mint 
employees (most notably in Philadelphia) participated in 
shenanigans — coins and medals were struck clandestinely and 
sold to collectors; curious mulings and restrikes were emitted 
from the facility, as well as other mysterious happenings. 

Laws were passed to stop this sort of thing, but to no avail. 
Witness the 1913 Liberty nickels, and even as late as 1970, a 
Proof 1970-S quarter dollar struck over a 1900 Barber 
quarter! 

1805 AG-3 $10.00; VG-8 $23.00; VF-20, reverse edge nick 49.00 

1806 A bit scarcer date, in relation to the common 1800-03 and 

1805 & 1807 dates. VG-8 $45.00; Fine-12, black and porous 
(as so often seen on early coppers) .25.00 

1807/6 Overdate. Large 7 in date. AG-3 $12.00; Good-4 $19.00; 
VF-20. A pleasing example — light brown color .135.00 

1807 Normal date, large fraction. VG-8 $23.00; Fine-12 $49.00; 

VF-20 $79.00; EF-40. A high grade piece for a type set. 
Medium brown color . 225.00 

1807 Small fraction. VF-20, dark .39.00 


Classic Head Cents 1808-1814 


1809 Lower mintage year. Fair-2 $16.00; VG-8, porous . . 24.00 

1810/9 Overdate. AG-3 .11.00 

1810 Normal date. Fine-12, polished $22.00; VF-20, cleaned 

$45.00; VF-20, black and rough .45.00 

1811/10 Overdate. Low mintage, also. Fine-12, corroded 
$49.00; VF-20, rough surfaces .79.00 

1811 Normal date. Fair-2 $10.00; Good-4 $29.00; AU-50. Sharp 

strike, good color (chocolate brown) and nice fields. Every 
hair strand on Miss Liberty fully struck (unusual for this 
design type). Overall a one-in-a-hundred coin .825.00 


181 2 AG-3 $11.00; VG-8 .23.00 

181 3 Lower mintage date. Good-4 $27.00; VG-8 $59.00; VF-20, 

a good buy at .99.00 

1814 Plain 4. AG-3 .11-00 

1814 Crosslet 4. AG-3 $11.00; Good-4 $19.00; VG-8 $23.00; 
EF-40, porous.85.00 


Coronet Head Cents 1816—1839 


1816 Coronet head. New style used until the late-1830s. 

Fine-12, black $7.00; VF-20, porous $11.00; MS-60, red and 
brown Uncirculated . 299.00 

1817 15 stars. Why 15 stars instead of the usual 13? No one 

really knows. Scarce and desirable. VG-8 $13.00; EF-40. 
Lovely chocolate brown coin .125.00 

1817 13 stars. VF-20, chin nick $15.00; EF-40 $47.00; MS-60, 
red and brown Uncirculated . 299.00 



1818 EF-40, some pitting $11.00; AU-50. Lustrous chocolate 
surfaces $89.00; MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated $299.00; 
MS-63, red and brown Unc. $325.00; MS-63, BU_ 595.00 

Note: The year 1863 made momentous numismatic history. 
One or more "kegs" of large cents surfaced and the coins 
subsequently distributed. The main distributor was named 
Randall, so the hoard came to be known as the "Randall 
hoard." Perhaps 20,000 Uncirculated cents (brown, red and 
brown and brilliant) of the years 1816, 1818, 1819 and 1820 
were represented in this hoard. It is from this remarkable find 
that Uncirculated cents of these years come. They were well 
distributed by the 1890s and today command proper 
premiums for their type coin status. 

Evidently coins were shipped out of the Philadelphia mint 
in wooden kegs in early years. Later on, canvas bags came 
about Thus, you'll sometimes see advertisements listing 
Uncirculated large cents with "keg marks." These, of course, 
are identical to "bag marks. ” 



1819/8 Overdate. AU-55, choice $175.00; MS-63, red and brown 
Uncirculated .495.00 

1819 AG-3 $5.00; Fine-12, porous $9.00; Fine-12 $16.00; 

EF-40 $42.00; AU-50, lovely dark glossy brown $99.00; 
MS-60, brown Uncirculated (a Randall hoard coin) $209.00; 
MS-63, brown Uncirculated. Surfaces having less marks than 
the previous coin $229.00; MS-63, red and brown 

Uncirculated .325.00 

1820 Large cent with Washington-Lafayette counterstamp. This 
commemorates the visit of the French hero of the American 
Revolution to the U.S. in 1824. VF-20, holed (as usually 
seen). We offered this during the summer for $395.00. No 
takers. Perhaps our new price will tempt you to consider this 


historic striking. 250.00 

1820/19 Overdate. AG-3 .6.00 


1820 EF-40, granular surfaces $29.00; EF-40 $42.00; MS-63, 
BU. The obverse has 100% bright mint red (bright as the day 
it was struck) while the reverse has 85% mint red. A beauty 
$595.00; MS-65, red and brown Uncirculated. Not as bright as 


the last, the fields are exquisite on this one .309.00 

1821 Low mintage year. VG-8 $22.00; Fine-12 .42.00 

1822 VF-30, choice $59.00; EF-40, but corroded. Cheap 

$15.00; EF-40, nice . 69 . 0 0 



1823/2 Overdate. Always a popular coin, due to its low mintage. 
No reasons have been given for the reduced mintages for 1823 
(as well as 1821). VG-8, pitting $27.00; VG-8 $47.00; EF-40, 
a few light marks $335.00; EF^IO, lovely $395.00; AU-50. 
Quite rare this nice. Lustrous. Light to medium brown color. 
A couple of unimportant field marks . 875.00 

1823 Perfect date. VG-8 .49.00 

1824/2 AG-3 .11.00 

1824 VF-20 .35.00 

1825 Fine-12 $17.00; VF-20, porous $16.00; VF-20, some 

minor nicks and bumps.19.00 

1826 EF-40 . 59.00 

1827 EF-40, black .26.00 

1828 Large date. Fine-12 $12.00; VF-20 . 25.00 

1829 Large letters. Fine-12.15.00 

1830 Large letters. VF-20 $24.00; EF-40, black.26.00 

1831 Medium letters. Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; VF-20 $21.00; 

EF-40, numerous pin scratches $9.00; EF-40, unimpaired and 
inexpensive at only .42.00 

1832 Medium letters. Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; Fine-12 

$12.00; VF-20 .19.00 

1832 Large letters. Good-4 $5.00; EF-40 $42.00; AU-55, choice. 

Glossy light brown color.105.00 

1833 Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; VF-30, choice $26.00; EF-45, 

choice .59.00 

1834 Large 8, small stars. Fine-12 $10.00; VF-20 . 24.00 
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1834 Small 8, large stars. EF-40 $49.00; AU-50. Light brown 

color, beautiful surfaces .99.00 

1835 Small 8. VF-20 . 33.00 

1835 Large 8. VF-20, black .6.00 

1835 Type of 1836. Good-4 $5.00; VG-8.11.00 

1836 VF-20, corrosion $9.00; MS-63, brown Unc. 229.00 

1837 Plain hair cord, medium letters. Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 

$6.00; EF-40, once cleaned .32.00 

1837 Beaded hair cord. VG-8 $6.00; EF-40. Dark brown $42.00; 
AU-50. Medium brown color .99.00 


1838 Popular year for type. Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; Fine-12 

$7.00; VF-20, corrosion $6.00; EF-40, dark and porous 
$10.00; EF-40, nice $49.00; AU-50 $99.00; MS-60, red and 
brown Uncirculated (20% mint red) $265.00; MS-63, BU. 
With 50% mint red. A lovely coin . 325.00 

1839 Type of 1838. Good-4 $6.00; Fine-12 $18.00; VF-20 

obverse, VG-8 reverse $10.00; VF-30, choice $55.00; EF-40, 
corrosion .41.00 

1839 Silly head. Good-4 $6.00; Fine-1 2 $20.00; EF-40 . . 65.00 
1839 Booby head. Good-4 $6.00; Very Fine-20, porous $14.00; 
EF-40 . 75.00 


Braided Hair Cents 1839—1857 



1839 Type of 1840. Good-4 $6.00; VG-8, edge bumps $6.00; 

VG-8 $9.00; VF-20 $21.00; EF-40 $59.00; MS-63, red and 
brown Uncirculated. Glossy lustre and 20% original red 
$450.00; MS-65, brown Uncirculated. Beautiful fields and 
well struck . 325.00 

1840 Small date. Good-4 $5.00; Very Fine-20 $18.00; VF-30, 

choice .30.00 

1840 Large date. AU-50, rough area on obverse $19.00; AU-50 

and nice .75.00 

1841 An underrated year. Good-4 $5.00; Fine-12 $10.00; 

Extremely Fine-40 . 49.00 

1842 Large date. VG-8, edge bumps $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; Very 

Fine-30, choice $19.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated. Sharply 
struck .195.00 

1842 Small date. VG-8 .6.00 

1843 Type of 1842. VG-8 $6.00; VF-20, small scratch $11.00; 

VF-20 $15.00; EF-40, some marks $15.00; AU-50, much 
lustre .95.00 

1843 Obverse of 1842, reverse of 1844. Interesting transitional 
coin. Good-4 $12.00; VG-8 $19.00; Fine-12 $25.00; VF-20, 
some damage $25.00; VF-20, unimpaired .49.00 

1843 Type of 1844. Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; Fine-12 . 15.00 

1844 VG-8 $6.00; VF-20 $11.00; EF-40, nicely struck and light 

brown color .33.00 


1845 VF-20, dark, $7.00; Very Fine-20 $11.00; EF-40 $33.00; 

EF-45, choice $49.00; AU-50, some corrosion $15.00; AU-50, 
nice.75.00 

1846 Small date. VG-8 $6.00; Fine-12 $7.00; VF-20 $11.00; 

EF-40, reverse corrosion .15.00 

1 846 Medium date. EF-40 . 33.00 

1 847 Interesting die variety having the 47 of the date repunched 
over a much smaller 47. Plainly visible variety. Extremely 
Fine-40, dipped .75.00 

1847 Normal date. Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; EF-40 $33.00; 

AU-50, lovely $75.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated with traces 
of mint red around the lettering $189.00; MS-65, brown 
Uncirculated. Well struck — every star sharp.1 79.00 

1848 Good-4 $5.00; Fine-12 $7.00; EF-40 $33.00; AU-50 

$75.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated .145.00 

1849 An underrated date in all grades. Although the mintage 

doesn't show it, 1849 has always been elusive (even 
in circulated grades). Good-4 $5.00; VF-30, choice $25.00; 
EF-40, some rim bumps $25.00; EF-40, nice .44.00 


Choice Proof 1849 Cent 



1849 Toned Proof-65 large cent. A lovely coin. All Proof large 
cents are rare, but 1849 is extremely rare in Proof. Perhaps 10 
pieces in all exist! The present coin is a chocolaty, mirror-field 
beauty. The strike is, of course, excellent — the rims are full 

and square . 3250.00 

Note: Prior to 1858, few Proof coins were struck in any 
one year. Maybe 10 to 25 in each year and for each 
denomination (except gold). These were usually given to 
dignitaries who visited the Philadelphia Mint, as well as one or 
two early collectors. Proof large cents, such as this 1849, are 
seldom available — yet they are really not that highly priced! 
Perhaps they suffer from a little realized problem. They are 
too rare (if that is possible). So few collectors can ever hope 
to assemble even a few Proof large cents, that most 
completely ignore this important area. If only 10 or 20 serious 
collectors enter the field, the supply would instantly vaporize 
and prices could easily double or triple. 


1850 VG-8 $6.00; EF-40 $33.00; EF-40, some marks $33.00; 

AU-50, cleaned and with a few scratches $33.00; AU-50, 
unimpaired and nice $75.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated 
$145.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated (a bit nicer than the 
last) $169.00; MS-63, BU. Full mint red. 495.00 

1851 Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; EF-40 $33.00; EF-45, choice 
$49.00; AU-50, carbon spot $39.00; AU-50 $75.00; MS-60, 
red and brown Uncirculated, small corrosion spot on Miss 
Liberty's nose. Cheap at $125.00; MS-60, red and brown 


Uncirculated $189.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated $169.00; 
MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated $199.00; MS-63, BU. Full 
mint red. A beauty .495.00 



1852 Good-4 $5.00; EF-40, shallow strike (possibly worn dies) 

$19.00; EF-40, a few marks $19.00; EF-40, nice $33.00; 
AU-50 $75.00; MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated. Weakly 
struck on the reverse $129.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated 
$169.00; MS-63, red and brown Unc. $199.00; MS-63, BU. 
Full mint red . 495.00 

1853 Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; VF-20, cleaned $7.00; VF-20 

$11.00; EF-40 $33.00; EF-45, choice $49.00; AU-50 $75.00; 
MS-60, brown Uncirculated $145.00; MS-60, BU $325.00; 
MS-63, brown Uncirculated $169.00; MS-63, brown Uncircu¬ 
lated, with traces of mint red $175.00; MS-63, red and brown 
Uncirculated (70% original mint red) $249.00; MS-63, BU. 
Full blazing red . 495.00 

1854 Good-4 $5.00; VF-20 $11.00; EF-40 $33.00; AU-50, some 

carbon spots and pin scratches $22.00; AU-50 $75.00; MS-60, 
brown Uncirculated $145.00; MS-60, BU $325.00; MS-63, BU 
and nice .495.00 

1855 Slanting 5s in date. Knob on ear. EF-45, choice . . . 59.00 
1855 Slanting 5s. EF-40 $33.00; MS-63, BU. Semi-proof like 

fields. The slanting 5s variety is much scarcer than the upright 
5s . 495.00 

1855 Upright 5s. VG-8 $6.00; VF-20 $11.00; EF-40 $33.00; 

AU-50 $75.00; MS-63, BU. Bright mint lustre .495.00 

1856 Slanting 5. EF-40 $33.00; AU-50, softly struck $62.00; 

AU-50, nice $75.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated with traces 
of mint red in protected areas $155.00; MS-63, brown 
Uncirculated with tinges of mint red $175.00; MS-63, red and 
brown Uncirculated (40% red) .199.00 

1856 Upright 5. VF-20 $13.00; EF-45, choice $49.00; AU-50 

$75.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated $145.00; MS-63, red and 
brown Uncirculated (subdued mint red — 75% of the coin is 
subdued red) .199.00 

1857 Small date. EF-40 $75.00; AU-50 $115.00; AU-55, choice 

$149.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated . 265.00 
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1857 Large date. EF-45, choice $89.00; AU-50 . 99.00 

Note: By 1857, the mint finally got around to rectifying a 
long-standing headache — reducing the size of the cent. The 
flying eagle cent replaced the large cents and the first coin 
collecting "rush" was on. Collectors wanted to assemble sets 
of the discontinued large cents before they became impossible 
to find. 

Just over 333,000 large cents were struck in 1857, before 
the changeover to flying eagle cents. The public must not have 
been aware of this changeover until after the fact — for 1857 
large cents do not exist in hoards or large numbers. Most must 
have seen some circulation, were removed subsequently, and 


Rarely Seen 1868 Large Cent 



1868 The so-called fantasy restrike—a genuine large cent 
minted years after the series had been discontinued. We 
believe that fewer than a dozen of these are known. 
Proof-60, pleasing light toning. A wonderful acquisition 
for the large cent specialist, or the "pattern" or Proof 
collector, or anyone who appreciates a very unusual and 
very rare numismatic item. Priced fairly (though we could 
price it at far more, since none other, that we know of, is 
available anywhere) at .8500.00 


Small Cents 


Flying Eagle Cents 1856—1858 

Probably the first coins most people collect when they start 
out in numismatics as youngsters are the small cents—Lincolns, 
then Indians, then flying eagles. Most collectors venture away 
from these series after a while, but it is heartening how many 
return in later years, seeking this time complete sets—all the 
rarities, and every issue in Proof or Uncirculated, usually the 
finest pieces they can locate or afford. We encourage and 
applaud this "return to childhood," for it is praiseworthy to be 
like the child who wonders at marvelous things, finds himself 
awestruck by the little things which delight just because they 
are. Let's all save a special place in our hearts for the "pennies" 


we collected as children! And why not indulge your fancy 
today—buy yourself an Indian cent! The grade doesn't matter so 
much as the joy of getting a little present for yourself. Maybe 
you should even buy one of each type of small cent—or start on 
a complete date and mintmark set of Lincolns (we seem to be 
getting more requests for these daily), or the whole series from 
1856 onward. Do it! After all, you're only young twice! 



1857 Flying eagle. First year of regular coinage. VF-30, choice 

$39.00; AU-50, edge cut. Sharply struck, however $45.00; 
AU-55, choice $189.00; MS-60, BU $395.00; MS-63, BU. 
Bright lustre $495.00; MS-65, BU . 625.00 

1858 Small letters. Good-4 $6.00; VF-20, rim nick $19.00; 

VF-20 $29.00; EF-40 $55.00; AU-55, choice $159.00; MS-60 
BU $350.00; MS-63, BU . 550.00 

1858 Large letters. MS-60, BU $350.00; MS-63, BU. Fully struck 
on both sides (unusual) . 550.00 


Indian Cents 1859—1909 



1859 Indian cent. One year type — an important coin. Any 

collector assembling a type set of 19th century coinage MUST 
have an 1859 Indian cent. There are only so many nice ones 
to go around. In the past they have performed superbly 
because of the one-year-type status. Purchase a nice, well 
struck MS-63, BU example for .495.00 

Note: Or, for the collector who wishes to amaze his friends, 
please turn to the Pattern section of this "Review" and look 
under 1c patterns. Judd-208 is the 1858 Indian cent pattern 
(designs identical to the regular 1859 Indian cent) and 
Judd-228 is the 1859 Indian cent with 1860 and later reverse 
(small shield and different wreath). Any one of these would 
make a startling centerpiece in your Indian cent collection! 

1860 MS-60, BU $69.00; MS-63, BU $139.00; Proof-60, 
brilliant. One of an estimated 1,000 Proofs struck . . . 450.00 

1861 EF-40 $39.00; MS-63, BU. The lowest mintage date in the 

copper-nickel Indian cents. Not much higher priced than a 
more common date. This one is brilliant and fully struck 
(unusual) . 209.00 

1862 Good-4 $3.00; AU-50 $39.00; AU-55, choice $69.00; 

MS-63, BU $129.00; Proof-63, brilliant. Just 550 Proofs were 
struck this year. Far, far fewer than that number can exist 
today as nice as this one .459.00 


1863 Good-4 $3.00; EF-40 $19.00; AU-50, softly struck $25.00; 
AU-50, well struck $39.00; MS-60, BU $69.00; MS-63, BU. 
Perfect for type sets $129.00; Proof-65, brilliant. $575.00; 
Proof-67, brilliant. Nice as the day it was struck. A jewel! Miss 
Liberty's bust is frosted and this perfectly offsets the deep 
mirror fields giving that desirable two-tone effect .... 675.00 

1864 Copper-nickel. MS-63, BU .139.00 

1864 Bronze. MS-60, BU $49.00; MS-63, BU $69.00; MS-65, 

Brilliant Uncirculated .79.00 

1864-L VG-8 $22.50; MS-65, BU. Quite elusive in this nice 
grade. A well struck coin. Call on this coin to reserve it 349.00 

1865 EF-40 $19.00; AU-50 $25.00; Proof-60, toned $250.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant golden color.350.00 

1866 Scarce date. AU-50 $95.00; MS-63, red and brown 

Unc. $159.00; Proof-65, brilliant. A lovely coin . 395.00 

1867 Fine-12 $25.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 395.00 

1868 The reverse (or is it the obverse) is rotated a full 180 

degrees from normal. About half of the 1868 Proof Indian 
cents come this way. Interesting, but priced identically to the 
properly-aligned coins. Proof-63, toned $350.00; Proof-63, 
fully brilliant ..350.00 

1869 One of the semi-keys in the Indian cent series. MS-60, 
brown Unc. (some traces of mint red) $195.00; Proof-60, 
brilliant $350.00; Proof-65, brilliant. Really nice! . . . 495.00 

1870 Proof-60, lovely toning . 299.00 

1871 Proof-65, toned a purple-gold. Immaculate .459.00 
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1872 Key date. MS-63, brown Uncirculated $225.00; Proof-63, 

lightly toned .425.00 

Note: Five or six years ago we were pleased to purchase an 
even dozen Proof 1872 Indian cents from an old time hoard. 
After a few months, all were sold. Since then we have had 
perhaps half a dozen more. Each has always sold right away. 
There were 950 Proof 1872s struck, and few remain in top 
quality condition today. We've only one Proof in stock at this 
time. 

1873 Closed 3. Proof-60, brilliant $175.00; Proof-63, brilliant 

$249.00; Proof-65, brilliant. A glittering coin for the most 
demanding numismatist . 299.00 

1874 Proof-63, nicely toned $225.00; Proof-63, brilliant 225.00 

1875 EF-40 $44.00; MS-63, BU. Weakly struck at the tips of the 

feathers $69.00; Proof-63, delicately toned . 225.00 


1877 Indian Cents 



1877 Key date in the series. AG-3 $115.00; Good-4 $139.00; 

MS-65, BU. Fully struck and with complete mint brilliance - 
a beauty $995.00; Proof-63, brilliant $1195.00; Proof-65, 
brilliant. One of the highest-quality 1877s on the market 
today. Call quickly on this one . 1295.00 

1878 MS-65, BU $149.00; Proof-60, brilliant. A few hairline 
scratches $89.00; Proof-63, toned $175.00; Proof-65, 

brilliant . 209.00 

$135.00; Proof-63, brilliant .135.00 

1880 MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated .25.00 

1881 MS-60, BU $39.00; Proof-60, brilliant $89.00; Proof-60, 

attractively toned $89.00; Proof-63, brilliant .135.00 

1882 MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated, minor edge marks 

$19.00; MS-60, BU $39.00; Proof-60, once cleaned $59.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant. Perfect for type sets .135.00 

1883 MS-63, BU $55.00; Proof-60, beautifully toned $89.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant $89.00; Proof-63, brilliant .135.00 

1884 AU-55, choice $21.00; Proof-65, brilliant .175.00 

1885 MS-63, BU $75.00; Proof-63, toned .145.00 

1886 Type 1 (last feather in headdress points between I and C of 

AMERICA). Proof-60, attractively toned .95.00 

1887 Proof-60, lightly cleaned $59.00; Proof-63, brilliant 135.00 

1888 Proof-60, light brown toning .89.00 

1889 MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated $19.00; Proof-60, 

small nick on cheek .59.00 

1890 AU-55, choice $15.00; Proof-60, toned $89.00; Proof-60, 

brilliant.89.00 

1891 MS-63, BU $49.00; Proof-60, toned $89.00; Proof-60, 
brilliant. Minor spotting $59.00; Proof-63, brilliant $135.00 


1892 MS-65, BU $59.00; Proof-60, brilliant $89.00; Proof-63, 

iridescent toning .135.00 

1893 AU-50 $7.00; MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated $19.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant. Spot. $59.00; Proof-60, lightly toned 
$89.00; Proof-63, brilliant .135.00 

Note: Proof Indian cents have been a popular way to 
collect this series for many, many years. While full brilliant 
Indians are rarely seen today, nice Proof-63 examples show all 
the details and have no major defects. Even if you have a type 
set that needs an Indian cent (and do not wish to collect the 
series), a Proof would make a fine addition, showing all the 
engraver's (Longacre) talent to its fullest 

1894 Lower mintage than those around it. MS-60 $39.00; 

Proof-55. One that was mishandled a bit (though not 
scratched as sometimes found) $49.00; Proof-63, toned 
$135.00; Proof-63, brilliant .135.00 

1895 MS-60, BU $33.00; MS-63, BU $49.00; Proof-60, toned. 

Some spots $59.00; Proof-63, toned $135.00; Proof-63, 
brilliant.135.00 

1896 AU-50 $13.00; MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated 
$19.00; MS-60, BU $33.00; MS-63, BU $49.00; MS-65, BU. 
Lovely $59.00; Proof-60, attractively toned $89.00 Proof-60, 
brilliant $89.00; Proof-63, gold and green toning .... 135.00 

1 897 Proof-60, lightly toned $89.00; Proof-63, toned . . 135.00 

1898 Proof-60, brilliant $89.00; Proof-63, light iridescent toning 

$135.00; Proof-63, brilliant .135.00 

1899 MS-63, BU $49.00; MS-65, BU $59.00; Proof-60, brilliant. 

Small spot $59.00; Proof-60, brilliant .89.00 

1900 MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated. Small scratch $10.00; 

MS-63, BU $45.00; MS-65, BU .55.00 

1901 MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated $19.00; MS-63, BU 
$45.00; MS-65, BU $55.00; Proof-60, brilliant. A few spots 
$59.00; Proof-60, brilliant $89.00; Proof-63, brilliant 135.00 

1902 MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated $19.00; MS-63, BU 

$45.00; MS-65, BU $55.00; Proof-63, brilliant.135.00 

1903 MS-60, BU $33.00; MS-63, BU .45.00 

1904 MS-60, BU. Cleaned $15.00; MS-60, BU $33.00; MS-63, 

red and brown Uncirculated $19.00; MS-63, BU .45.00 

1905 AU-50 $5.00; MS-60, BU, cleaned and with scratch on 
cheek. Cheap $10.00; MS-63, BU $45.00; MS-65, BU $55.00; 
Proof-60, brilliant $89.00; Proof-63, iridescent toning 135.00 

1906 MS-60, BU $33.00; MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated 

$19.00; MS-63, BU $45.00; MS-65, BU .55.00 

1907 EF-40 $5.00; MS-60, BU $33.00; MS-63, brown 

Uncirculated $16.00; MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated 
$19.00; MS-63, BU $45.00; MS-65, BU $55.00; -Proof-60, 
brilliant. A few flyspecks $59.00; Proof-60, brilliant $89.00; 
Proof-63, lovely toning .135.00 

1908 MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated $19.00; MS-63, BU 

$45.00; MS-65, BU $55.00; Proof-63, brilliant.135.00 

1908-S Semi-key date and the first cent struck at a branch mint 
(San Francisco). VG-8 $21.00; Fine-12 $23.00; VF-20 

$41.00; EF-40, cleaned $35.00; EF-40. nice $49.00; MS-63, 
red and brown Unc. $95.00; MS-63, BU. Well struck . 135.00 

1909 Indian. Last year of series. MS-60, BU. Spots $19.00; 

MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated $19.00; MS-63, BU 
$45.00; MS-65, BU $55.00; Proof-60, brilliant. A couple light 
carbon spots .59.00 



1909-S Indian. Key date with small mintage of 309,000. And 
not many of these were saved, even though people realized 
this was the last year of the series (concentration was placed 
on the 1909 V.D.B. Lincolns). VG-8 $77.00; Fine-12 
$105.00; VF-30, choice $129.00; AU-50 $195.00; MS-63, BU. 
Well struck and a warm golden color $349.00; MS-65, BU. 
Nearly as nice as the day it was minted. 399.00 


Lincoln Cents 1909—date 


1909 V.D.B. Popular one-year type coin. Needed by all 
collectors of 20th century type sets. MS-60, BU $9.00; MS-63, 
BU $15.00; MS-65, BU $20.00; MS-67, BU. An "ultimate" 
blazing coin. Nice as the day it was struck!.29.00 



1909-S V.D.B. The lowest mintage Lincoln to date — 484,000 
struck. Several to choose from: VG-8 $159.00; VF-20 
$189.00; EF-40 $199.00; EF-45, choice $209.00; AU-55, 
choice $225.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated $275.00; MS-63, 
BU . 349.00 

1909 Second version — without designer's initials. MS-60, BU 
$8.00; Matte Proof-60, some minor spotting .49.00 

1909- S VG-8 $29.00; VF-20 $42.00; MS-65, BU. Well struck and 

bright .119.00 

1910- S MS-63, BU $69.00; MS-69, BU. Hurry on this one - it's 

one of the finest we've ever seen.99.00 

1911 Matte Proof-67. A truly exceptional Matte Proof Lincoln. 

Full square rims and needle-sharp details .110.00 

1911- D EF-40, some marks $7.00; EF-40 $15.00; AU-50 

$21.00; MS-60, BU $45.00; MS-63, BU $89.00; MS-65, BU. 
Fully struck (unusual for 1911-D). Only one MS-65 in stock 
so order early .115.00 

1911- S Fine-12 $11.50; MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated 

$75.00; MS-65, BU. Exquisite .125.00 

1912 MS-63, BU $39.00; Matte Proof-63 . 99.00 

1912- D AU-50 $23.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated $36.00; 

MS-65, BU. And again a well struck Lincoln.139.00 

1913 Matte Proof-60, some spots .49.00 

1913- D VF-20 $7.00; EF-40 $16.00; MS-60, BU. Scratch 

$25.00; MS-63, BU .85.00 

1913-S MS-65, BU. Only two in stock — both well struck and 
bright. Each .95.00 
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1914 MS-63, brown Uncirculated $27.00; MS-63, BU $59.00; 
MS-65, BU $69.00; MS-67, BU. A blazer $85.00; Matte 
Proof-65. Very scarce this nice .199.00 



1914-D Key date. Good-4 $49.00; VG-8 $55.00; EF-40 $185.00; 
AU-50 $325.00; AU-55, choice. Some mint red and nearly full 


mint lustre . 395.00 

1914-S VF-20 .11.00 

1915 MS-63, BU .75.00 

191 5-S Good-4 $5.00; VF-20 $8.50; MS-60, BU .65.00 



few were struck as, by 1916, demand for Proofs began to 


wane . 275.00 

1917 MS-63, BU .16.00 

1918 MS-60, BU $14.00; MS-63, BU .20.00 

1919 MS-63, BU .16.00 

1919-D MS-63, BU. Above average strike for 1919-D. This date 

usually comes very softly struck (most noted on the wheat 

ears) .39.00 

1922-p "Plain." VG-8 $109.00; Fine-12 .145.00 


1923-S MS-60, brown Uncirculated $109.00; MS-60, BU 129.00 



characteristic weakness on the wheat stalks. It's inexpensive, 
and, in fact, a bargain at its price. 

1926- S AU-50, cleaned .25.00 

1927 MS-67, BU .15.00 

1927- S AU-55, choice.19.00 

1928 MS-63, red and brown Unc. $6.00; MS-65, BU .... 15.00 

1929 MS-65, BU .10.00 

1930 MS-60, BU $5.00; MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated 

$4.00; MS-65, BU .7.00 

1930- S MS-60, BU .5.00 

1931 MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated .14.00 

1931- D MS-60, BU .44.00 

1931-S Fine-12 $26.50; VF-20 $28.00; MS-60, BU. Nicks 

$29.00; MS-60, BU $44.00; MS-65, BU .69.00 

1933 MS-60, BU $12.00; MS-63, BU $15.00; MS-65, BU . 21.00 
1933-D MS-60, BU $12.00; MS-63, BU $19.00; MS-65, BU 25.00 
1937 Proof-65, brilliant. A blazer .39.00 

1941 Proof-60, brilliant .9.00 

1942 Proof-60, cloudy $7.00; Proof-60, corrosion spot $7.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant $9.00; Proof-63, brilliant $12.00; Proof-65, 
brilliant.16.00 


1955 Double die cents. Popular and curious mint blunder. 


AU-50 $299.00; AU-55, choice . 325.00 

1972 Double die. MS-65, BU .149.00 


avoidable, but then maybe you can use it on your nonbelieving 
friends when you show off your two-cent piece). Despite the 
fact that few people other than coin collectors have ever heard 
of or seen a two-cent coin of the United States, these are not 
really rare even today—a hundred and some years after the 
government stopped minting them. There are some rarities in the 
series, of course, but the great thing about these coins is that you 
can collect them—a whole set—without spending much money. 
They have always increased regularly over the years in value, as 
they are needed by all type collectors, but the best dividend is 
probably the surprise you’ll elicit in admirers when you show 
them something they never even thought existed. Go on, treat 
yourself to one and try it on your friends and family! 


1864 Small motto. VG-8 $39.00; VF-20 . 89.00 

1864 Large motto. Perfect for type sets. Good-4 $5.00; AU-50 
$49.00; AU-55, choice $69.00; MS-60, BU but dipped $59.00; 
MS-60, brown Uncirculated. Some rim damage $69.00; 
MS-60, brown Uncirculated $109.00; MS-63, brown Uncircu¬ 
lated $129.00; MS-63, red and brown Uncirculated $159.00; 
MS-63, BU. Bright mint red .299.00 



1865 EF-40 $29.00; AU-50, dipped $24.00; AU-50, nice $49.00; 
AU-55, choice $69.00; MS-60, some weakness of strike 
$59.00; MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated. Poorly struck 
and with date weak $69.00; MS-60, brown Uncirculated 
$109.00; MS-60, BU $195.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated 
$129.00; MS-63, BU $299.00; Proof-63, toned $395.00; 


Proof-63, brilliant . 395.00 

1866 MS-60, brown Uncirculated .109.00 

1867 MS-63, BU. Well struck - full mint red .299.00 

1868 EF-45, choice $39.00; MS-63, brown Uncirculated 

$129.00; Proof-63, brilliant .395.00 

1869 Proof-60, brilliant $295.00; Proof-65, brilliant. A beautiful 

specimen .495.00 




1924-D MS-65, BU. Wheat ears fully struck up and lustre bright. 

A key date in the series and not often found so nice . 375.00 
1924-S MS-60, brown Unc. $89.00; MS-60, BU. Dipped . 89.00 


1925- D MS-60, BU .39.00 

1926 MS-67, BU. From an original roll. Blazing .15.00 

1926- D MS-63, BU. Average strike for 1926-D .49.00 


Note: 1926-D was a poor year for Denver Mint quality 
control personnel. They should have been fired! Both the 
cent and nickel come so poorly struck as to be almost 
unbelieveable. We recall owning a 1926-D buffalo several years 
ago that could be aptly described as Very Good, with full 
mint lustre! Such was the strike quality and definition of 
details! While the 1926-D cent offered here is nowhere near as 
softly struck as that buffalo nickel, it does display 


Two-Cent Pieces 

"/ don't believe they ever made one!" This is probably the 
response you will get from noncollectors when you ask if they 
would like to see your American two-cent piece. Well, fool 'em! 
Pull out your glistening, mint state two-center and let their eyes 
decide the issue. A Proof might be the ultimate "proof" that 
these coins do indeed exist (pardon the play on words—it's 



1870 MS-60, red and brown Uncirculated $149.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant $395.00; Proof-65, brilliant.495.00 

1871 Scarcer date in the two cent series. MS-63, red and brown 

Uncirculated $175.00; MS-65, BU. Subdued mint brilliance. 
Lovely surfaces $325.00; Proof-60, brilliant but with minor 
hairlines $225.00; Proof-63, toned .425.00 
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1872 Rare date in all grades (except, perhaps for Proof). VG-8 
$65.00; EF-40 . 159.00 



1873 Proof-only date and last year of the two cent 
denomination. Closed 3 variety. Proof-63, delicately toned. 
Just 600 closed 3 Proofs were struck. Demand for two cent 
pieces, from businesses and banks, had lagged and only Proofs 
for collectors were struck .895.00 

Nickel 3c. Pieces 


One of the least appreciated American coins, in your 
editor's humble opinion, is the little three-cent piece made of 
nickel and copper alloy, it's a coin of classic appearance—with its 
Roman numeral III on the reverse signifying the denomination 
(and surrounded, lest the Roman classical influence be in doubt) 
by a very patrician-looking wreath, reminding the astute observer 
of the victory wreath awarded to the Roman army's officers 
following a battle which ended well for Rome. On the obverse of 
this appealing little coin is a noble-looking head of Liberty, 
whose general appearance also recalls the classical Roman and 
Greek influence on our art. Now, some people avidly collect this 
series in Proof (every date), and the resulting assemblage is 
indeed impressive. Others delight in pursuing and finally finding 
the rare business strikes (either still in mint state or somewhat 
worn, showing their use) made from the late 1870s until the 
dose of the series in 1889. No matter what your style is, it's a 
good coin to collect—and we hope you haven't left this type out 
of your holdings! 



1865 Fine-12 $8.00; EF-40 $15.00; AU-50 $29.00; AU-55, 
choice $39.00; MS-60, BU $75.00; MS-63, BU $139.00; 
MS-65, BU. Blazing lustre $185.00; Proof-65, brilliant. One of 
the rarest nickel three cent pieces .850.00 


1866 Fine-12 $8.00; EF-40 $15.00; AU-50 $29.00; AU-55, 
choice $39.00; MS-60, BU $75.00; MS-63, BU $139.00; 
MS-65, BU $185.00; Proof-63, brilliant (Proof 1866 3c pieces 
are much scarcer than later dates) $245.00; Proof-65, brilliant 


and superb . 295.00 

1867 Fine-12 $8.00; VF-20 $10.00; AU-50 $29.00; AU-55, 
choice $39.00; MS-60, BU. Planchet cracked along edge 
$69.00; MS-60, BU $75.00; MS-63, BU $139.00; Proof-63, 


brilliant . 


. 195.00 


1868 Fine-12 $8.00; MS-63, BU $139.00; Proof-63, brilliant and 

very pretty! .195.00 

1869 Fine-12 $8.00; VF-20 $10.00; MS-63, BU $139.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant $195.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 225.00 

1870 VG-8 $6.00; Fine-12 $8.00; AU-50 $29.00; MS-65, BU. 

Beautiful gold and blue toning $185.00; Proof-63, brilliant 
$195.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 225.00 

1871 AU-50 $29.00; Proof-63, brilliant $195.00; Proof-65, 


brilliant. 225.00 

1872 VG-8 $6.00; Fine-12 $8.00; Proof-63, brilliant . . . 195.00 

1873 Fine-12 $8.00; AU-55, choice $39.00; MS-63, BU $139.00; 

MS-65, BU $185.00; Proof-63, brilliant .195.00 

1874 Proof-65, brilliant. Lovely . . 225.00 

1875 MS 60, BU $95.00; Proof-63, brilliant .195.00 



1878 Proof-only mintage of 2,350! Proof-63, brilliant . . 335.00 

1879 First in the short run of rare dates (often rarer as business 

strikes than Proofs). EF-40 $69.00; AU-50 $89.00; MS-63, BU 
$225.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 209.00 



1880 MS-60, BU. Light hairlines $109.00; MS-65, BU $225.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant $209.00; Proof-65, brilliant .239.00 

1881 Fine-12 $8.00; AU-55, choice $39.00; MS-60, BU $75.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant $195.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 225.00 

1882 Proof-63, brilliant .195.00 

1883 Proof-63, brilliant $195.00; Proof-65, brilliant . .. 225.00 

1884 Proof-63, brilliant. Uneven rim (as struck) $209.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant $235.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 275.00 

1885 Proof-60, brilliant. Light hairlines $159.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant $249.00; Proof-65, brilliant. 295.00 

1886 Proof-60, brilliant $209.00; Proof-63, brilliant $275.00; 

Proof-65, brilliant . 325.00 




1887/6 Overdate. One of the very few overdate Proof coins in 
U.S. coinage. Overdate feature very clear. Proof-63, brilliant 
$395.00; Proof-65, brilliant .475.00 

1887 EF-40 $159.00; AU-55, choice $195.00; MS-63, BU 

$329.00; MS-65, BU $395.00; Proof-63, brilliant -329.00 

1888 Fine-12 $39.00; VF-20 $45.00; AU-55, choice $75.00; 

MS-65, BU $295.00; Proof-60 $139.00; Proof-63, brilliant and 
very desirable .195.00 

1889 EF-40 $55.00; MS-60, toned Uncirculated $139.00; 

MS-65, BU $295.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 239.00 


Silver 3c. Pieces 


Much like its nickel counterpart, the silver three-cent coin was 
issued to combat a short-change problem. At the time of its 
issue, coppers were frequently hoarded and the Congress hoped 
that this delicate but intrinsically valuable coin would help solve 
the dilemma. The price of silver bullion fluctuated up and down, 
but the silver content of this coin was not enough for it to be 
melted in wholesale numbers—yet this same silver content made 
the coin good solid tender throughout the land; north, south, 
east and west. Until the 1860s, that is, when the silver three-cent 
piece began to be replaced by the nickel three-center, which 
served to replace the ragged fractional paper money and helped 
to stabilize the country following the Civil War. If you tike this 
tiny silver piece, we recommend you take a long, close look at 
the mintage and types—there are three, all of which feature 
rarities. Take the 1851-0, for instance, which seldom appears for 
sale in high grade. Or the 1855 Type 2—or any Type 2 piece in 
Proof! Then come the later issues of the 1860s and '70s, when 
minuscule numbers were minted, most of which were promptly 
bought by bullion dealers and melted or exported (for by this 
time the price of silver really fluctuated wildly). Any of the later 
dates is a prize—and more than that: it is a wonder it exists at all. 
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Type I (1851-1853) 


1851 VF-30, choice $32.00; AU-50, whizzed $59.00; AU-50 

$79.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; MS-65, BU . 395.00 

1851-0 AU-55, choice .129.00 

1852 VF-20 $23.00; VF-30, choice $32.00; EF-40 $47.00; 
AU-50 $79.00; AU-55, choice $105.00; MS-63, BU . . 295.00 

1853 VG-8 $12.00; VF-20 $23.00; VF-30, choice $32.00; EF-40 

and just at.47.00 


Rare Type II (1854-1858) 


1854 Type 2. VG-8 $17.00; MS-63, BU .650.00 

1855 Low mintage. AU-50 . 195.00 


1857 Fine-12 $21.00; VF-20 $32.00; MS-63, BU $650.00, 
MS-65, BU. Sharp strike . 795.00 


1858 Type 2. VF-30, choice $47.00; EF-40 $69.00; MS-60, BU 
$425.00; MS-63, BU $650.00; MS-65, BU . 795.00 


Type III (1859-1873) 


1859 Type 3. VF-30, choice $32.00; EF-40 $49.00; AU-50 
$79.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-60, toned, hairlines 239.00 

1860 AU-55, choice $95.00; Proof-63, toned. 395.00 

1861 EF-40 $47.00; AU-50 $79.00; AU-55, choice $99.00; 

MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-63 with beautiful sea-green toning 
and only priced at . 395.00 


1862/1 One of just two overdates in this series. AU-55, choice 
$125.00; MS-63, BU . 350.00 


1862 EF-45, choice $59.00; AU-55, choice $95.00; MS-60, 
toned Uncirculated, sharply struck $145.00; MS-65, BU. 


Delightful! . 395.00 

1863 MS-60, BU $375.00; Proof-63, brilliant.495.00 


1864 Rare date. VF-30, choice $209.00; Proof-69, brilliant and 
what a buy! . 695.00 

1866 Another seldom seen date. EF-45, choice $295.00; AU-50 

at just . 299.00 

1867 Proof-63, brilliant $450.00; Proof-65, brilliant . . . 550.00 

1868 Rarely seen. VF-20 . 209.00 

1869 Tiny mintage! AU-50 . 249.00 


1870 Rare date. Just 3,000 business strikes made, most of which 
have long since disappeared. EF-40, lightly toned $249.00; 
AU-50, another very attractive specimen, this with gray toning 
$299.00; Proof-63, lovely blue and gold toning .450.00 



1871 Yet another of these rare, late dates. We do not usually 

have such a fine selection on hand. Take advantage of it! 
AU-50 $299.00, Proof-63, brilliant $450.00; Proof-63, 
beautiful lavender toning .450.00 

1872 One of just a thousand business strikes; last year of public 

issue. EF-40, attractive light toning .. 299.00 


Nickel 5c. Pieces 


The next couple of pages are resplendent in the "lowly" 
nickel, or 5c coin—which we don't think is lowly at all. In fact, 
this is a distinctive coin in many respects, one of which is that it 
lays claim to being struck in the hardest of all coinage metals. 
Nickel is so tough that the coining machinery quickly becomes 
battered and the dies worn when striking nickels. Imagine, if you 
will, the tons of pressure which were required to strike these 
humble coins of low face value. It's remarkable, really, that the 
majority of the surviving nickels of numismatic importance were 
so well struck, considering the machinery, considering the 


technology of the times, considering the bold designs. Bold? Yes 
indeed! Look at the fine detail within the shield on the nickel 
known for this blazoned emblem on its obverse! That metal 
spread under great pressure into those fine lines and curves you 
see before you. Ever wonder why today, with our need for 
" efficiency," the U. S. government refuses to make a nickel coin 
which shows the fine detail exhibited in the many sharp strands 
of hair on the Liberty head nickel? It took a lot of care and 
trouble to execute, consistently, such splendid workmanship 
into finished products which one could admire. Things had 
started to deteriorate at the mints in the line of quality control 
by the period of the superbly lifelike buffalo nickel—famous for 
its various weakly struck dates, especially from the branch mints, 
which seem to have had considerable trouble making the 
equipment perform property. So quality of strike is perhaps the 
keyword here—and, luckily for collectors, the overall quality of 
our early nickel types was decidedly up to snuff: we can all own 
well-made nickels, no matter the grade, bearing dignified designs 
of stately import. Let's pursue the well-struck nickel, enshrining 
the really first-rate ones, but also keeping in mind that millions 
upon millions {though a bit weak in this or that portion of the 
design) were indeed well made, bespeaking a quality which we all 
seem to sense is becoming rarer each decade around the 
world—infinite care for workmanship of a superb order. We trust 
some of these thoughts may help you appreciate your nickels 
more than ever before. 


Shield Nickels (1866-1883) 



1866 With rays. Good-4 $10.00; VF-20, rim nick $19.00; AU-50 

$139.00; MS-60, BU. Some scratches $195.00; MS-60, BU 
$349.00; MS-63, BU. Lustrous and above average strike for 
this year $675.00; MS-65, BU.995.00 

1867 With rays. AU-50 $139.00; MS-60, BU $359.00; MS-63, 

BU. Sharply struck .695.00 

Note: The Philadelphia Mint had troubles with the early 
shield nickels. The hard nickel alloy, combined with the rays 
reverse, shortened die life. The rays were dropped in early 
1867, thus leaving collectors with an elusive two-year type 
coin. Full MS-65 rays nickels command hefty prices as they 
are quite rare. However a MS-60 or MS-63 example is nearly as 
desirable — showing full details and excellent lustre. We try to 
purchase only nice quality coins for our customers. The above 
"with rays" nickels would fit into your collection nicely. 

1867 No rays. Good-4 $7.00; VG-8 $8.00; EF-40 $25.00; 

AU-55, choice $69.00; Proof-63, brilliant. An attractive, 
sharply struck coin . 225.00 

1868 VF-20 $15.00; EF-40 $25.00; AU-50 $45.00; AU-55, 

choice $69.00; MS-63, BU .185.00 
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1869 Ay-50, cleaned $32.00; AU-50 $45.00; MS-60, BU 


$119.00; MS-63, BU $185.00; Proof-60, brilliant .... 159.00 
1871 Low mintage of 561,000 this year. AU-50 $149.00; MS-60, 
BU $225.00; MS-63, BU .295.00 


Note: Ten or fifteen years ago 1871 was priced at four or 
five times the price of the more common dates of shield 
nickels. Then came the awakening of type set collection in the 
early 1970s. The most common issues rose dramatically. 
Today, 1871 is not even double the price of the 
highest-mintage date shield nickel! (1875 is similar). If ever 
there was an undervalued coin, viewed historically, this is one! 

1872 EF-45, choice $35.00; AU-50 $45.00; MS-63, BU . 185.00 

1873 MS-63, BU $185.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 275.00 

1875 Scarce, yet inexpensive, date. MS-63, BU $225.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant .195.00 

1876 AU-55, choice $69.00; MS-63, BU $185.00; MS-65, BU. 

Variety with die break to date .249.00 


Important 1877 Shield Nickel 



1877 Rare Proof-only issue, with an estimated mintage of 510 
pieces! 1877 is a scarce date for several denominations (1c, 3c, 
5c and the various gold issues) as well as being a low mintage 
date in Proof. Demand for 5c pieces must have slackened in 
the mid-1870s for coinage dropped off dramatically. The 
present coin grades a lovely Proof-63, brilliant and can be 
yours for. 1095.00 



1878 Another elusive Proof-only issue. Just 2,350 were struck 

this year. Proof-63, brilliant .395.00 

Note: Recent letters to our offices concerning 1878 and 
1877 shield nickels — as well as the same dates in the three 
cent nickel series — prompt us to write this. Some 
less-knowledgeable coin dealers have offered, from time to 
time. Brilliant Uncirculated 1877 or 1878 3c and 5c pieces. 
The fact is that NO business strikes were made for these four 
coins. However, the Philadelphia Mint, in one of its seasons of 
poor quality workmanship, turned out Proof 3c and 5c pieces 
with distinctly frosty surfaces. 

Some have likened these coin to ",Brilliant Proof, 
Unc.-like"! I/Ve have one 1878 shield nickel in stock and to a 
certain degree ours displays this trait. If you'll keep in mind 
that only Proofs were struck in 1877and 1878 3c and 5c, you 
won't be misled. 


1879 Low mintage year. AU-50 $185.00; Proof-60, brilliant at 

only .239.00 

1880 Mintage of just 19,955. Proof-60, brilliant $259.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant . 325.00 



1881 Low mintage. Proof-60, brilliant $239.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant. 295.00 

1882 High mintage date - and thus perfect for type sets. AU-50 

$45.00; AU-55, choice $69.00; MS-60, BU. Tiny reverse 
defect $69.00; MS-60, BU $119.00; MS-63, BU $185.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant . 225.00 

1883 Shield. Last year of issue for this type. AU-50, cleaned 

$25.00; AU-50, small edge defect $33.00; AU-50, unimpaired 
$45.00; AU-55, choice $69.00; MS-60, BU $119.00; MS-63, 
BU $185.00; Proof-63, brilliant $225.00; Proof-65 and 
brilliant. 275.00 


Liberty Nickels (1883-1913) 

1883 No "CENTS." Popular one-year type coin. AU-50 $10.00; 
MS-60, BU. Planchet defect $21.00; MS-60, BU $29.00; 


MS-63, BU $45.00; MS-65, BU .59.00 

1885 Key date. Fine-12 .185.00 



1886 Another key date. Proof-60, brilliant $195.00; Proof-63, 

beautifully toned . 259.00 

1887 AU-55, choice $39.00; Proof-63, brilliant .139.00 

1888 Proof-60, brilliant .109.00 

1889 Proof-63, brilliant .139.00 

1890 Proof-60, brilliant .109.00 

1891 MS-60, BU $52.00; Proof-60, brilliant .109.00 

1892 MS-63, BU. Fully struck (including the all-important ear of 

corn) .105.00 

1893 Proof-63, brilliant .139.00 

1894 Proof-63, brilliant .159.00 

1895 Proof-63, brilliant .139.00 

1896 AU-50 $42.00; Proof-60, brilliant $115.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant.149.00 

1897 AU-55, choice $32.00; Proof-63, brilliant .139.00 

1898 Proof-60, brjlliant $109.00; Proof-63, brilliant ... 139.00 


1899 MS-63, BU. Full ear of corn on reverse $105.00; Proof-60, 


brilliant $109.00; Proof-63, brilliant.139.00 

1901 Proof-63, brilliant .139.00 



1902 AU-55, choice $39.00; Proof-63, brilliant .139.00 

1904 MS-63, BU $95.00; Proof-60, brilliant $109.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant.139.00 

1905 AU-55, choice $39.00; MS-60, BU $52.00; Proof-60, 

brilliant $109.00; Proof-65, brilliant .159.00 

1906 AU-55, choice .39.00 

1907 Proof-60, brilliant $109.00; Proof-63, brilliant . . . 139.00 

1908 Proof-60, brilliant .109.00 

1909 AU-55, choice .39.00 

1910 MS-60, BU $52.00; MS-63, BU $99.00; Proof-60 and 

brilliant.109.00 

1911 MS-63, BU $99.00; Proof-63, brilliant .139.00 

1912 MS-63, BU $99.00; Proof-60, brilliant $109.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant.139.00 

1912-D AU-50 $89.00; MS-63, BU. Fully struck (corn, stars, 
etc.) . 350.00 



1912-S Key date, and lowest regular mintage. VG-8 $33.00; 
EF-40 $195.00; MS-63, BU $650.00; MS-65, BU. What a 
blazer . 750.00 


Buffalo Nickels (1913-1938) 

1913 Type 1. Buffalo on mound. AU-55, choice $15.00; MS-60, 
BU. Small impairment $15.00; MS-63, BU $45.00; MS-65 

BU, a superb example of this popular date .55.00 

1913-D Type 1. AU-55, choice $25.00; MS-60, BU $39.00 

MS-63, BU . .65.00 

1913-S Type 1. MS-63, BU ...95.00 


AUTHENTICITY 

Each and every coin or piece of currency purchased from 
our "Rare Coin Reviews" and "Special Coin Letters" is 
guaranteed to be authentic. There is no time lilimit to this 
guarantee. 
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Jefferson Nickels (1938-date) 






1913 Type 2. MS-60, BU $25.00; MS-63, BU $42.00; Matte 

Proof-63. A beautiful coin . 459.00 

1913-D Type 2. EF-40 $49.00; AU-50 . 65.00 

1913- S Type 2. Semi-key date. AU-50 $109.00; AU-55, choice 

$125.00; MS-63, BU . 225.00 

1914 MS-63, BU .55.00 

1914- D Scarce. MS-65, golden toned Uncirculated. An exquisite 

coin. Very rarely encountered this nice .275.00 

1914-S AU-50 $29.00; AU-55, choice $32.00; MS-60, BU , some 
spots .32.00 

1915 MS-63, BU $49.00; Matte Proof-63 . 395.00 

191 5-D EF-40 $25.00; AU-55, choice .39.00 



1916 MS-60, BU $25.00; MS-63, BU $39.00; MS-65, BU. Full 
strike $49.00; Matte Proof-63. Much in demand as 1916 is the 

lowest mintage Proof buffalo .695.00 

1916-D 10% off center. AU-50 . 55.00 

1916-D AU-50 $29.00; AU-55, choice $35.00; MS-60, BU. 
Weakly struck $39.00; MS-60, BU. Above average strike 69.00 

1916- S MS-60, BU. Corrosion on the edge $39.00; MS-63, BU at 

just .159.00 

191 7 MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-65, BU. Full strike .65.00 

1917- D EF-40 $40.00; AU-50 . 59.00 

1919-D VF-20 $35.00; MS-63, BU. An elusive date this nice. 

Only one in stock . 595.00 

1920 MS-63, BU. Well struck .45.00 

1921 MS-65, BU, full strike and bright .125.00 


1921-S AU-50 $195.00; MS-65, BU. A fine example of one of 


the rarest buffaloes (expecially rare in high grades) . . 850.00 

1923-S EF-40 $32.00; MS-63, BU $395.00; MS-63, BU. Sharply 
struck (unusual) .495.00 



1924-D MS-67, BU. A blazing coin. One of the finest known 


1924-D nickels .695.00 

1925 MS-63, BU $39.00; MS-65, BU. Well struck.49.00 

1925-D MS-65, BU. Above average strike .625.00 

1925-S MS-65, BU. Sharply struck .595.00 

1926 MS-63, BU $29.00; MS-65, BU .39.00 


1926- D MS-65, BU. Sharply struck.795.00 

Note: See note under 1926-D Lincoln cent concerning 

striking problems at the Denver Mint. 

1927 MS-63, BU .29.00 

1927- S MS-63, BU. A tough coin to find this nice. Mirror-like 

fields (often found on 1927-S) . 395.00 

1928 MS-63, BU .35.00 

1928- S MS-60, BU .55.00 

1929 MS-60, BU. Small abrasion on the reverse $15.00; MS-63, 

BU .25.00 

1929- D MS-63, BU. Well struck $95.00; MS-65, BU. Well struck, 

exceptional for this poorly struck year .125.00 

1929- S MS-60, BU. Light scratch $17.00; MS-63, BU-59.00 

1930 MS-65, BU .39.00 

1930- S MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU .55.00 

1931- S Low mintage date. MS-60, BU $35.00; MS-63, BU 

$49.00; MS-65, BU .65.00 

1934- D MS-63, BU .45.00 

1935- D MS-63, BU $31.00; MS-65, BU. Sharp strike _55.00 

1936- S AU-55, choice $7.00; MS-63, BU .14.00 

1937 MS-63, BU $8.00; MS-65, BU .12.00 


1937- D 3-leg buffalo. EF-40 $115.00; EF-45, choice . . . 125.00 

1938- D Buffalo. MS-60, BU $6.00; MS-63, BU $8.00; MS-65, BU 

at .12.00 

1938-D/D Buffalo. Double mintmark MS-65, BU .19.00 

1938-D/S Overmintmark. MS-65, BU .34.00 









1939-D Key date in the series. MS-63, BU $37.00; MS-65, BU 


$45.00; MS-65, deep and beautiful toning .45.00 

1939-S MS-63, BU .14.00 

1942-P Wartime silver issue (type 2). MS-65, BU $13.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant $45.00; Proof-63, brilliant .55.00 

1942-S MS-65, BU .10.00 



1943-P Error. Struck on pre-war nickel-alloy planchet! One of 

only a couple known. Similar to the famous 1943 copper 
cents (made famous by the thousands of advertisements) and 
much rarer! A.N.A.C.S. papers accompany the coin. Fine-12 
condition . 595.00 

1949- D/S Overmintmark. Newly discovered variety. Listed but 

unpriced in the Guide Book. We have an attractive MS-60, BU 
coin at .349.00 

1950 Proof-60, brilliant .24.00 

1950- D MS-60, BU $8.00; MS-63, BU $12.00; MS-65, BU 14.00 

1955-D/S Overmintmark. MS-63, BU .39.00 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 

-COMPLETE NUMISMATIC SERVICE- 
t/Ve invite you to subscribe to our complete numismatic 
service. Complete subscription information appears on the 
inside front cover of this catalogue. We have two main 
divisions: 

First, we bring you regular issues of the "Rare Coin 
Review" (3 to 4 times a year) and special offerings via our 
frequent (usually monthly) "Special Coin Letter." 

Second, we regularly conduct combined mail and public 
auction sales of rare United States, ancient, and world 
coins—featuring outstanding collections. 

If you're an active buyer we invite you to subscribe today. 
In that way you'll receive a parade of our beautiful 
catalogues—numismatic reference works in their own 
right—immediately upon publication. 
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Collecting Experiences 


The following article is excerpted from the address, "Why, When, and How / 
Assembled the Most Complete Collection of United States Coins," given by the late 
Louis Eliasberg at the Evergreen House, Baltimore, Maryland, November 9, 1975. 

The Eliasberg Collection, which in 1976-1977 was on view at a loan exhibition at the 
Philadelphia Mint, is generally acknowledged to be the most complete grouping of 
United States coin dates and mintmarks ever assembled. Included are several unique 
coins, including the only known examples of the 1873-CC dime without arrows and the 
1870-S $3 gold. Mr. Eliasberg's collection has been the subject of many news features, 
including a double-spread color article in "Life" magazine in 1953. 

The Investment Results of Collecting 

The profitability of collecting coins can be measured in part by 
my own experience, which I am sure is unique. Based on my 
recent appraisal of my collection at approximately $15-$18 
million, and subtracting our cost from the minimum appraisal of 
$15 million, and dividing it by the forty-one years I have been 
collecting, I find that I have averaged a minimum return of over 
119% a year on the original cost, plus subsequent acquisitions. In 
fact, its value has doubled in the last eighteen months. 

A recent issue of the Wall Street Journal tells of a man, age 26, 
who buried sixty-six pounds of gold in his back yard six years ago. 
“That is my savings account," he says, noting that its value had 
risen from about $37,000 to $145,000. 

In a recent coin publication Bowers and Ruddy Galleries stated 
that at their latest auction sale the prices of the United States 
coins made the latest edition of the Guide Book of United States 
Coins obsolete. 

How it Started 

In 1934 I was intrigued by the clause in President Roosevelt's 
gold proclamation of March 4, 1933, which excluded from its 
provisions collectors of rare and unusual gold coins held for 
numismatic purposes. Feeling a strong desire to own gold, I started 
collecting coins. I realized that the only way I could legally 
acquire gold was by becoming a numismatist. So, in 1934, to the 
extent of my means, I started buying gold coins as close as I could 
to the bullion value. I maintained a small book in which I recorded 


Mr. Eliasberg, a prominent Baltimore banker, found that his coin collection enriched 
his life in many ways. As an investment it was superb. By his own calculations it 
returned to him a profit of over 119% PER YEAR on a long term basis! In addition, it 
furnished countless hours of collecting and fraternal activity. He was a generous man and 
was always willing to share his knowledge and experience with others. Our last visit to 
see him was in 1975. His death in 1976 marked the end of a lifetime of numismatic 
accomplishment. Mr. Eliasberg felt that our friends and clients would like to learn about 
his collecting interests, so shortly before he passed away he gave us permission to use the 
following information. 

the cost of gold coins which I purchased; the various dates, 
denominations, and mintmarks. Later I started collecting minor 
coins. 

The price of gold had been fixed at $35 per ounce. A $20 gold 
piece had 9675/10,000ths of an ounce of pure 24-carat gold, or an 
intrinsic value in 1934 of just $33.86. As late as 1941 I bought 
$20 gold pieces from dealers in the price range of from $32.85 to 
$34.75. 

My purchases of coins, mainly gold, went on from 1934 to 
1941. In 1942 a coin dealer. Stack's in New York City, advised me 
that the John H. Clapp Collection was for sale by the executors of 
his estate. I went to Washington and acquired it intact. Soon it was 
home in Baltimore and merged with the rest of my holdings. 

My secretary then made a list of all known coins not in the 
collection. It was then our job to find these missing coins either in 
auction catalogues or by direct contact with dealers. We pursued 
every catalogue and submitted what I considered to be fair prices. 
One of two things happened: either we were successful in our bids 
or unsuccessful. If we were unsuccessful, we noted the price at 
which the coin sold, and the next time a similar coin came on the 
market we raised our bid to a price that we felt would enable us to 
acquire it. 

In 1947 I sold a number of duplicates for about $100,000, and 
then concentrated on finding the remaining rarities I needed. 
Acquisition of the rarities presented quite a problem, as such 
pieces were very seldom offered. I flew to Los Angeles, Texas, and 
other places searching for the coins I needed. 







In October 1942 Mr. Stack called me from New York and 
offered me a rare 1838-0 half dollar for $1400, and I bought it. In 
1975 two similar pieces sold at public auction, one for $50,000 
and the other for $43,000. 

In July 1945 Mr. Kosoff of the Numismatic Gallery came to 
Baltimore and offered me the very rare 1822 $5 gold piece for 
$14,000—and I bought it. There are only three specimens known, 
and two of these are in the Smithsonian Institution. I have the 
only one that is not in the hands of the government. 

In January 1946 I acquired the 1854-S $5 gold piece through 
Stack's and the Numismatic Gallery for $5,500. In the same 
month I acquired the unique 1870-S $3 gold piece through Stack's 
and the Celina Coin Co. for $11,500. The 1870-S earlier came 
from the collection of Virgil Brand. 

When the William C. Atwater Collection catalogue came out in 
July 1946, with dealer B. Max Mehl's name on it, the Stickney 
specimen of the 1804 silver dollar, the 1884 and 1885 trade 
dollars, and a dozen other pieces I needed were offered. I took a 
plane to Mehl's headquarters in Fort Worth, Texas, and placed my 
bids. I was very happy when my bids captured all of the rarities 
and most of the other coins I had bid on. 

Subsequently, the Numismatic Gallery in California telephoned 
and advised me that they had a 1913 Liberty head nickel for sale 
at the now unbelievable price of $2,350. Recently a similar coin 
was offered for $300,000. 

In February 1949 I acquired the 1841 $2’/2 gold piece in Proof 
condition from the Numismatic Gallery. The acquisition of this 
coin enabled me to complete the gold segment of my collection. 
Now, I needed only a few silver coins for a truly complete 
collection overall. 

When the Adolphe Menjou Collection catalogue came out in 
1950 I flew to California to buy the 1853-0 half dollar without 
arrows and rays and the 1873-CC dime without arrows. I 
attempted to purchase in advance the dime at twice the price the 
auctioneers estimated it to be worth, but they declined. I then 
made the trip to California and bid many times what I thought the 
dime was worth, but I failed to buy it. I was so provoked that I 
did not attend the second session to bid for the 1853-0 no-arrows 
half dollar. The next night my friend, Joe Stack, bought the half 
dollar for me. Six months later, Sol Kaplan, the new owner of the 
1873-CC no-arrows dime I wanted, telephoned me to ask how 
much I would pay for it. I said $4000, and the piece was mine. 
That completed my collection of American silver coins by date 
and mintmark varieties. 


A Collecting Predicament 

Of the rare coins that I do not have in my collection, one is the 
very scarce 1861 Confederate States of America original half 
dollar—which is not a coin made by the United States. Only four 
of these were made in 1861. One was acquired many years ago by 
the American Numismatic Society, leaving only three potentially 
available for private ownership. In my forty years of collecting I 
have never seen one of these offered, nor do I know the present 
owners of any of the other three. 

This reminds me of a very interesting story—one of many told 
at the round table in the dining room of the Players' Guild, the 
famous New York club. Of all the Players' folklore—and there 
must be a hundred legends—the one I like best is Dr. Floffman's 
story about the silver piece and the round table. "Judge not that 
ye be not judged," says the Bible. And this little yarn emphasizes 
that teaching. 

One winter's evening a group of dear friends was sitting at the 
round table, when one of the members reached into his pocket 
and brought forth a small box covered with red velvet. 

As he sprung open the lid, a shining silver piece was revealed, 
lying on a satin cushion. Said this man, "Some of you know that 
for years I have had a habit of collecting rare coins. Well, today I 
found this, a very rare treasure. It is a Confederate half dollar. 
Only three or four of these are known to have been struck; they 
are almost priceless. This is the only one left on the market, and 
although I paid through the nose for it, I consider it to be a 
bargain. Would you like to see it?" 

Lifting the shimmering silver piece from its cushion, he laid it in 
the palm of the hand of the man sitting next to him. While the 
precious object was passed from hand to hand, the owner was 
being asked a barrage of questions. "How did you find it? Where?" 

Pleased with their interest, the collector harangued on and on 
about his hobby until more than a half hour had gone by . . . and 
all felt that enough had been said about coins and coin collectors. 
Then suddenly the collector said, "By the way, could I have my 
silver piece back now?" 

Well, they couldn't find the thing. There was a moment of 
confusion, each man turning to the other until it became clear that 
no one seemed to have it. Each man admitted that he had held it 
in his hand and looked at it, and then, each man swore, he had 
passed it to someone else. 

No one knew where it was. A hasty search was made—chairs 
pulled away, tablecloth turned over, everyone standing up. But, 
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no! After twenty minutes of frantic searching there was no place 
else to look. The precious coin was gone. "Someone here must 
have taken it then," said the disturbed owner, his face turning red. 
An officer of the club, who was one of the party, stood up and 
said, "Of course, we should all be searched. I offer myself first." 

He called to a waiter and ordered a screen around the table. 
Every other man at the table promptly expressed his willingness to 
be searched also—every man except one, and he was not a member 
of the club but a guest of one of the group. He declared, "I will 
not be searched. I haven't stolen your coin. Why should I be 
subjected to such an indignity?" 

There was a storm of protest. Why shouldn't he be willing if all 
the others were? The rebel shook his head. He didn't care about 
what others did; he simply defied anyone to put a hand into his 
pocket. "Then," said the secretary, "there is but one thing left to 
do. A valuable piece of property is missing. No one must leave this 
table until the police arrive. I will ask the waiter to call the station 
house." 

All this time, patiently standing nearby was a waiter—very old, 
very deaf, and very deferential. He had been standing close to the 
table for several minutes, hoping to be noticed. He had something 
on his mind. There was no pepper pot on one of the other tables. 
Could he borrow the one from this table? 

He lifted the old fashioned pepper pot on the lazy Susan in the 
center of the table, and a gasp came from all of those distracted 
men. THERE lay the missing coin! 

The strain was over. And now the secretary turned to the rebel. 
He said, "Will you please tell me why you were so stubborn about 
being searched? What was the big idea?" 

The obstinate guest gave a great sigh of relief and then 
answered, "No one would ever have believed me, especially 
because I kept quiet in the beginning, not to dampen the 
enthusiasm of our collector friend here. The fact is that I also am a 
collector of coins and, furthermore, that coin of his is not the only 
coin on the market. There is a duplicate of it which I purchased 
two weeks ago in Paris. I thought mine was the only one. I 
brought it here to show you tonight. It is in my pocket now. But, 
ten minutes ago who would have believed me?" 

Some Other Comments 

There were many outstanding collectors after the turn of the 
century. The wealthy Chicago brewer, Virgil Brand, left behind 
him a collection valued at over $2 million. John Garrett of 
Baltimore assembled one of the finest collections of coins, now 
valued at many millions of dollars. Other outstanding collectors 


were Matthew Stickney, William F. Dunham, William C. Atwater, 
King Farouk, Fred Boyd, Josiah K. Lilly, and Waldo Newcomer. 

Speaking of Waldo Newcomer, this reminds me that in the late 
thirties I sat next to his attorney. For conversation, not realizing 
that this man was Mr. Newcomer's lawyer, I remarked that I 
supposed he thought I was foolish for collecting coins. His reply, 
on the contrary, was that Mr. Newcomer—then one of the richest 
men in the city of Baltimore—owned a very valuable coin 
collection, along with stock in the Atlantic Coast Line, the 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad, Safe Deposit & Trust Co., and 
other fine companies. When the Depression came, the most readily 
marketable asset he had was his coin collection, which he sold at 
that time. 

You may be curious as to where these collectors acquired their 
coins. They were obtained primarily through dealers. The first 
dealer in America was Edward Cogan. It appears that he started in 
1856 when a friend brought into his curiosity shop a fake 1792 
Washington cent and persuaded Cogan to buy it for 25c. Cogan 
showed it to a customer as a curiosity and was offered 50c for it, 
and the coin changed hands again. Then Cogan started a coin 
collection and commenced selling off his duplicates. In that way 
his entry into the coin trade began. 

Subsequently, there were Henry and S.H. Chapman, who 
handled most of the important sales until Max Mehl, of Fort 
Worth, Texas, was recognized as the outstanding dealer in the 
thirties. Currently there are hundreds of dealers, many of whom 
are well-informed and financially strong. Outstanding among this 
group are Stack's, Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Don Kagin, Abe 
Kosoff, Abner Kreisberg, Paramount, and others. 

Many years ago my collection was displayed all the way from 
New Haven, Connecticut, to Texas, and as far west as Chicago. My 
exhibitions included a display at the Smithsonian Instution from 
May through August of 1960, which is the only time a private 
collection has ever been exhibited there. Dr. Stefanelli, curator of 
the Smithsonian, advised me that the number of visitors during 
this period was a million and a half. 

In conclusion, if you are a coin collector, I hope you will derive 
the same degree of pleasure and happiness, even if not so much 
profit, as I have in assembling my collection. 

On the other hand, if you do not collect coins and are desirous 
of selecting a few for pleasure or profit, it would be my suggestion 
first that you subscribe to Coin World and buy a copy of A Guide 
Book of United States Coins." Furthermore, in making your 
purchases you should buy them through reputable dealers . . . 

-Louis Eliasberg 
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Half Dimes 

Despite its size, the United States half dime has long been 
highly esteemed by advanced—and studious—numismatists. It 
offers the panorama of democratic symbolism found on our 
most important coin designs—the flowing hair, draped bust, 
capped bust, and seated Liberty styles—but all in the most 
delicately rendered miniature proportions. Any number of vital 
collections of these coins has been assembled over the years, 
several of which we have been privileged to auction. There is also 
the allure of collecting die varieties, many of which exist and 
have been described in considerable detail by past and present 
experts in the field. If this is your "thing," have at it! If you just 
want to appreciate the various designs and what they represented 
in the historical development of our nation, so much the better; 
may we then suggest working on a type set, perhaps spicing it up 
by searching for scarce or rare dates or mintmarks—which, in 
combination with quality of grade, should also, by the way, 
provide you with a fine investment medium. Like the other 
series offered here in this catalogue, the half dimes are one which 
we would be happy to help you with—the best way being 
participation in our immensely successful Collection/Investment 
Program. One can be tailored just for you—concentrating on half 
dimes of wonderful quality. The following offering is broad and 
will give you an excellent idea of the possibilities which exist in 
this "little big" series—whether you want us to guide your 
investment selections or you wish to plunge into it all by 
yourself. Either way, lots of fun awaits you! 


commented over the years that the portrait of "Liberty" 
bears some resemblance to the visage of Martha Washington, 
as recorded in comtemporary paintings of her. So it seems the 
Washingtons played quite a personal role in the creation of 
this coin! The dies were cut by Robert Birch, also known for 
his cent of the same year. 

A marvelous opportunity for the advanced collector. Here 
is a coin of the utmost importance in American numismatics, 
and reasonably priced at .6500.00 


Flowing Hair Type (1794-1795) 


Marvelous First Issue Piece! 



1794 Fully struck MS-65, BU. First year of the flowing hair half 
dime type (in fact, first year of this series from the 
Philadelphia Mint, of any kind)—and probably the finest 
known specimen! Surely we have never seen this coin's equal 
in all our years as professional numismatists. Act quickly (for 
we cannot predict how long it will remain available) and you 
may own this superb specimen for .9950.00 


Draped Bust, Small Eagle (1796-1797) 


1797 Last year of the short-lived (1796 and 1797 only) draped 
bust issue with the small eagle on the reverse. EF-40, some 
light marks but far nicer than those usually seen, and priced 
right at $1495.00; MS-63, toned Uncirculated. 16-stars 
variety. Well struck for this issue. One of the nicest 1797 half 
dimes we have seen in a long time.6950 00 


Draped Bust, Heraldic Eagle (1800-1805) 




George Washington's 1792 Half Disme 



1792 Half disme. About Uncirculated-50 and graced by light 
golden and gray toning. The surfaces are especially nice, only 
the slightest wear showing on the very high points of the 
design. 

This is among the most historically significant United States 
coins, for it came about as a result of personal interest in a 
new coinage as expressed by President George Washington, 
who, legend tells us, may have supplied the original silver plate 
which was melted in order to produce this very coin and 
others of its type (all dated 1792). Many observers have also 



1794 EF-40 with pearl-gray toning over excellent surfaces. Very 
few marks of any kind, which is rather extraordinary for a 
1794 half dime. Delicate iridescent bluish red toning over 
the gray. The rarer of the two-year flowing hair half dime 
issues. A collector's delight at . 1695.00 



1795 Second issue of this short-lived type (minted only in 1794 
and 1795). We offer three especially pleasing coins, any of 
which would be notable additions to an advanced type or 
specialized half dime collection. EF-45, choice. Fine strike for 
this issue, and toned a very pale silvery color $1695.00; 
AU-55, choice. Medium gray toning with hints of red 
$2395.00; MS-65, BU. A terrific strike for this early issue! 
Superb surfaces enhanced by the most delicate kind of golden 
toning. Probably no finer specimen exists. 7950.00 


1805 Last year of the draped bust type having the heraldic eagle 
reverse (a type which was coined only from 1800 until 1805). 
One of the rarest dates of the series, only 15,600 minted. 
Fine-12, toned a pleasant medium gray . 795.00 


Capped Bust Type (1829-1837) 


1829 Capped bust type. EF-40, light scratches $31.00; MS-60, 
BU $375.00; MS-63, BU . 575.00 


Editor's note: The capped bust half dime series, designed 
by the highly productive mint employee John Reich, lasted less 
than a decade before its designs were replaced by the seated 
Liberty style. Capped bust half dimes served their purpose 
well—they circulated widely in the early years of our federal 
republic. Their mintages were fairly large, but most were well 
worn; few survive in mint state, compared to the number 
minted These circumstances should be kept in mind while 
contemplating the purchase of one or more pieces for your 
collection. 
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1830 MS-63, BU ...575.00 

1831 MS-60, BU $375.00; MS-63, BU ... 575.00 



1832 MS-63, BU $575.00; MS-67, Uncirculated with truly 
superb grayish tan toning. Exceptional strike for the issue, 
too. Few comparable capped bust half dimes exist anywhere. 
Considering its rarity in this grade, not expensive at . . 795.00 

1834 MS-60, BU $375.00; MS-63, BU . 575.00 

1835 AU-50 $139.00; MS-63, BU. Another delightful select mint 

state half dime of this type (there are several to choose from 
in this group) .575.00 

1836 EF-40 $69.00; EF-45, choice $105.00; MS-65, BU and 

obviously quite exceptional . 695.00 

1837 Bust. Last year of issue of this type. VF-20 $31.00; VF-20, 
small 5c $85.00; EF-45, choice $105.00; MS-60, BU . 375.00 


Seated Liberty Design (1837-1873) 


1837 No stars. Seated Liberty design. First year of issue. VF-20 
$97.00; EF-45, choice $245.00; AU-55, choice $395.00; 
MS-60, BU. Seldom can a nicer piece be located ..... 525.00 

1838 No drapery. MS-60, BU $350.00; MS-63, BU. Pretty 

elusive in this high grade . 550.00 

1842 MS-65, BU. A delightful, especially well-struck coin. Very 

scarce in this great condition .. 575.00 

1843 EF-45, choice $69.00; AU-55, choice .125.00 

1847 MS-60, BU, with a good, sharp strike. 249.00 

1848 Large date. VF-20 .„.45.00 

1850 MS-60, BU. Sharp strike . 249.00 

1850- 0 EF-40, nicely toned .. 49.00 

1851- 0 EF-40. Another attractive New Orleans issue .... 49.00 
1853 No arrows. Quite scarce, as most were melted. AU-50, pale 

silvery toning .129.00 

1853-0 No arrows. Quite an elusive issue: apparently more of 
the southern issues were melted than those produced at 
Philadelphia. VF-20, toned a nice gray .199.00 


1853 Arrows. Good-4 $6.00; EF-40 $39.00; AU-50 $95.00; 
MS-60, BU $259.00; MS-63, BU. Quite a bit scarcer in this 


grade. 595.00 

1854-0 Arrows. Good-4 .6.00 




1855 Arrows. AU-50, delightfully toned $95.00; MS-63, BU. 

Scarce thus . 650.00 

1856 Good-4 $5.00; MS-60, BU .249.00 

1857 Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; Fine-12 $10.00; AU-50 

$69.00; MS-60, BU $249.00; MS-63, BU $375.00; MS-65, 
Brilliant Uncirculated .495.00 

1858 Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $7.00; Fine-12 $10.00; EF-40 

$45.00; MS-60, BU $249.00; MS-63, BU . 375.00 

1858-0 Good-4.6.00 



1859 AU-50, very pretty $89.00; Proof-63, brilliant or golden 

toned (we have one of each in stock) . 595.00 

1859-0 Good-4 $6.00; EF-40, dark gray .45.00 

1860 MS-60, BU $159.00; MS-65, BU, prooflike and well struck 

$375.00; Proof-63, blue toning.325.00 


1860-0 MS-60, BU $175.00; MS-63, BU .. 325.00 

1861 MS-60, BU .159.00 

1862 AU-50 $59.00; MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated, $159.00; 

MS-63, BU $259.00; Proof-60, brilliant, light hairlines 
$195.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 395.00 


1864 MS-63, BU, frosty. A very rare piece as a non-Proof and 
what a bargain! .1195.00 


1865 Proof-60, brilliant $395.00; Proof-65, brilliant. Another 
exceptionally fine early Proof. 595.00 


1865-S VF-20, light marks .19.00 

1866 Proof-60, brilliant, hairlines $275.00; Proof-63, brilliant 

and with golden toning . 375.00 

1867 MS-60, BU, prooflike $650.00; MS-63, also brilliant and 

prooflike.850.00 

1869 Proof-65, brilliant and frosted . 395.00 

1870 Proof-60, brilliant . 249.00 

1871 EF-45, choice. Dark bluish gray $49.00; MS-63, Brilliant 

Uncirculated $259.00; Proof-60, brilliant $249.00; Proof-63, 
brilliant . 325.00 

1872 MS-60, BU $159.00; MS-63, Brilliant Uncirculated 

$259.00; MS-65, Brilliant Uncirculated . 350.00 


1872- S Your choice of mintmark below or within the wreath (or 

let us choose, if you wish). AU-50 $59.00; AU-55, choice 
$95.00; MS-60, BU $159.00; MS-63, BU . .. 259.00 

1873- S AU-55, choice $95.00; MS-60, BU $159.00; MS-63, BU 

and reasonably priced at . 259.00 


Dimes 


Our selection of United States ten-cent pieces is an excellent 
one in this issue—as you will quickly discover upon glancing 
through the next several pages. All of the popular types 
(except the first, which we recently sold out of) are lusciously 
represented by examples ranging from inexpensive collectors' 
pieces to superb mint state and Proof specimens for the most 
discriminating and investment-oriented collector. Although they 
are not so popular as the later issues, the earliest dimes (as here 
offered, 1807 up through the period of the Civil War) are the 
ones we particularly recommend for long-term financial growth, 
as they are the background of the collecting impetus for the 
entire denomination. Dimes offer you a lot for the money—in 
most cases, their designs parallel those of the larger and most 
expensive denominations, and they were indeed of fundamental 
importance to the American public, which used them avidly—a 
fact which should enter into your decision to collect a particular 
series or denomination if historical associations are of 
importance in your mind. Many scarce and rare issues are to be 
located within this present offering—coins minted in the South 
before the Civil War, coins whose mintages were small and which 
are even rarer than those mintages indicate because of the spree 
of coin-melting which crossed the country in the middle of the 
19th century, and of course coins whose types are scarce and 
constantly in demand (such as those having arrows at the date). 
Whatever you consider buying, buy with the confidence of 
knowing that we have tried to stock only coins of pleasing 
appearance—whether they grade Good or Proof. 
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1807 Draped bust with heraldic eagle on reverse. Last year of 
this short-lived type (of which every date is scarce). AU-55, 
choice. Well struck for this issue. A very acceptable grade for 
the type! $1695.00; MS-60, BU. Sharply struck in the central 
portions of the design (the peripheral legends are never fully 
struck on coins of this date because of the method of striking 
them). So here is an especially nice specimen for your 
consideration . 3350.00 


Capped Bust Type (1809-1837) 



1814 Capped bust type. Small date, a scarce variety, in VF-20, 
slightly bent $59.00; MS-63, BU. Very pale silvery toning. A 

nice example of this type. Large date variety . 1950.00 

1821 Small date. VG-8, lightly toned $22.00; AU-55, choice. 
Large date. A beautiful, sharply struck coin . 575.00 



1823/2 Scarce overdate issue, especially in this grade: MS-63, 
BU. Sharply struck. A delight in every respect, especially 


considering its age. 1895.00 

1828 Small date. VG-8, lightly toned .29.00 



1829 Medium 10c. MS-63, BU. Sharply struck, even having high, 
"wire" rims. A wonderful type coin! And unbeatably priced 
at just .1195.00 


1830 VG-8, toned 


15.00 



1831 Good-4, lightly toned $12.00; AU-55, choice. Razor-sharp 
strike and with delightful fields $350.00; MS-63, BU. Another 
wonderfully sharp strike with loads of mint frost . . . 1195.00 
1833 VF-20, rough planchet.29.00 



1834 VG-8, lightly toned $15.00; MS-63, BU. We've picked only 

the sharply struck early dimes for sale in this issue—here's 
another! Priced to please you at .1195.00 

1835 VG-8, toned $15.00; MS-60, proof like BU. Another 

beautiful, sharply struck turban dime—if you've been 
shopping for a really nice one, whatever you do, don't pass up 
this selection! . 750.00 

1836 Good-4, lightly toned $12.00; MS-60, BU. Quite an 

attractive specimen with very smooth fields .695.00 

1837 Bust. Good-4, toned $12.00; AU-50, well struck and with 

pretty gray toning. An excellent buy at .225.00 


Seated Liberty Design (1837 1891) 


1841- 0 Fine-12, lightly toned .. . 19.00 

1842 VF-20, gray toning .19.00 

1842- 0 VF-20, lightly toned .24.00 

1843- 0 Rare date! EF-40 with some surface marks. Offered at 

roughly half catalogue . 250.00 



1844 Another rare date. VF-20 and toned gray .179.00 

1845 VG-8, toned.6.00 

1850 VG-8, toned $6.00; VF-20, lightly toned.19.00 

1851 Good-4, toned .5.00 

1852 Good-4, toned $5.00; MS-60, BU. Nice sharp strike. An 
admirable addition to a high-grade type or date set . . 325.00 



1853 Arrows. Good-4 $5.00; Fine-12 $10.00; EF-40 $39.00; 

AU-50 $139.00; AU-55, choice $185.00; MS-60, BU. Nicely 
struck $395.00; MS-63, BU, with a super sharp strike and 
superb fields . 795.00 

1854 Arrows. AU-50, pleasant .135.00 

1855 Arrows. EF-45, choice $55.00; AU-50, toned a medium 

gray .135.00 

1856 Small date. Good-4 $5.00; VG-8 $6.00; VF-20 $19.00; 

MS-63, BU, and especially well struck . 595.00 



1837 Seated Liberty. No stars. AG-3, toned $19.00; AU-50, very 
attractive with its pale golden toning $575.00; AU-55, choice. 
Touches of pale golden toning $795.00; MS-60, BU. If you 
want to see a nice MS-60, order this one! $1350.00; MS-63, 
BU. Very seldom does a finer no stars dime appear! . 1950.00 

1838 No drapery. MS-63, BU. Lightly (and exceptionally 
skillfully) burnished, overall a most impressive coin . . 350.00 

1838-0 A scarce issue from the New Orleans Mint. A little hoard 
of worn pieces, all lightly toned: AG-3 $25.00; Good-4, rim 
nicks $25.00; Good-4 $39.00; VG-8 .45.00 

1839 Good-4, lightly toned .5.00 

1840 No drapery. Fine-12, lightly toned .10.00 

1841 MS-60, BU. Stars fully struck up. A scarce piece in mint 

state . 295.00 



1857 VG-8 $6.00; EF-40 $39.00; AU-55, choice. Very pretty! 

$99.00; MS-63, lightly toned Uncirculated and select $595.00; 
MS-65, an exceptional BU . 795.00 

1858 VG-8 $6.00; MS-60, BU, sharply struck but once cleaned 

$175; MS-63, BU $595.00; Proof-60, brilliant. First of the 
Proof issues which are generally seen . 550.00 
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1859 A nice selection of better pieces: MS-63, BU $595.00; 
Proof-63, toned steel-blue with hues of red. A coin of real 


visual appeal $750.00; Proof-65, brilliant .895.00 

1859-0 Good .5.00 

1859- S EF-40. Seldom seen . 249.00 

1860 Proof-60, brilliant . 235.00 

1860- 0 One of the truly rare Seated Liberty dimes. VG-8, toned 

gray . 475.00 

1861 MS-63, BU, and well struck . 225.00 

1862 MS-60, BU, planchet marks $75.00; MS-60, BU $149.00; 

MS-63, BU . 225.00 

1864 Proof-60, brilliant. One of only 470 Proofs struck during 
this low-mintage year .325.00 

1864- S EF-45, choice .125.00 

1865- S Good-4 .19.00 

1867-S Fine-12 .39.00 


1869-S MS-65, BU. Well struck for this type. We feel this is an 


underrated date which is elusive in this condition . . . 1695.00 

1871 Good-4 $4.00; Proof-60, brilliant . 235.00 

1872 Proof-63, brilliant with blue peripheral toning .... 299.00 

1873 No arrows. Good-4 $4.00; VG-8 .5.00 



1873 Arrows. Good-4 $9.00; VG-8 $12.00; EF-45, choice 
$125.00; AU-50 $249.00; AU-55, choice. A lot of coin for the 
money $295.00; MS-63, prooflike BU and well struck for the 
type $795.00; Proof-63, light iridescent toning . 795.00 


1873-CC Arrows. VF-20. One of the scarcest of all Seated 
Liberty dimes. Very clean for the grade .950.00 


1874 Arrows. Good-4 $9.00; VG-8 $12.00; VF-30, choice 

$49.00; EF-40 $89.00; MS-63, BU. This two-year type is 
much in demand, and an Uncirculated piece of this quality is 
quite scarce. 795.00 

1875 Good-4 $4.00; AU-55, choice $65.00; MS-60, BU $149.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant $235.00; Proof-60 with especially attractive 
toning $235.00; Proof-63, bluish green toning . 299.00 

1875-CC AU-50 . 59.00 

1875-S Two available, one with the mintmark below the wreath, 
the other with the mintmark within the wreath. Your choice. 
MS-63, BU . 225.00 

1876 Fine-12 $6.00; MS-63, BU $225.00; MS-65, BU $395.00; 

Proof-60, golden toned $235.00; Proof-63, bluish green 

toning. A quality coin at.299.00 


1876-CC MS-63, BU and pretty well struck for a Carson City 


coin. A nice piece for someone's interesting type set . 249.00 

1876- S VF-20 $9.00; AU-50 . 49.00 

1877 Fine-12 $6.00; MS-63, BU, an attractive coin .... 225.00 

1877- CC MS-63, BU. Nice strike. 249.00 

1878 MS-63, BU $225.00; Proof-60, brilliant $235.00; Proof-63, 

attractively toned $299.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 299.00 



1879 MS-63, proof like BU. A rare business strike $395.00; 

MS-65, BU. How seldom we have this Uncirculated date for 
sale! $495.00; Proof-60, brilliant $295.00; Proof-63, brilliant 
and very handsome! . 395.00 

1880 Proof-60, brilliant $259.00; Proof-63, blue toning . 359.00 

1882 Good-4 $4.00; Fine-12 $6.00; MS-60, BU, small rim cut 

$65.00; MS-63, BU . 225.00 

1883 AU-50 $49.00; MS-60, BU $149.00; Proof-60, lovely 

toning $235.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 299.00 

1884 AU-55, choice, good strike $65.00; MS-63, BU . . . 225.00 

1885 EF-40 $25.00; MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated $149.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant . 299.00 

1886 Good-4 $4.00; VF-20 $9.50; AU-50 $49.00; MS-63, BU 

$225.00; Proof-63, brilliant $299.00; Proof-63 with blue 
toning and only priced at . 299.00 

1887 Good-4 $4.00, VG-8 $5.00, VF-20 $9.50; AU-55, choice, 

good strike $65.00; MS-63, BU $225.00; Proof-60, brilliant 
and priced at. 235.00 

1887-S Good-4 $4.00; EF-40 . 25.00 

1888 Good-4 $4.00; VG-8 $5.00; MS-63, BU $225.00; Proof-60, 

brilliant $235.00; Proof-63, brilliant $299.00; Proof-65, 
brilliant and obviously outstanding. 375.00 


1889 Good-4 $4.00; VG-8 $5.00; MS-63, BU $225.00; MS-63, 

BU and prooflike $235.00; Proof-65, brilliant. Another 
beautiful Seated Liberty dime . 375.00 

1889-S Scarce issue. VG-8 $10.00; VF-20 $49.00; VF-30, choice 
$59.00; EF-40 $79.00; EF-45, choice. This is quite a 
selection, considering how seldom this date appears for sale! It 
is priced at .89.00 

1890 Good-4 $4.00; VG-8 $5.00; MS-63, BU $225.00; MS-65, 

BU .395.00 

1891 Good-4 $4.00; VG-8 $5.00; VF-20 $9.00; EF-40 $25.00; 

AU-55, choice $65.00; MS-60, BU, spot on reverse $105.00; 
MS-60, BU $149.00; MS-63, BU $225.00; MS-65, BU, well 
struck. Just one available at $395.00; Proof-63, blue toning 
$299.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 375.00 


1891-0 VG-8 $6.00; MS-63, BU. Nicely struck for a New 

Orleans issue . 275.00 

1891-S MS-63, Brilliant Uncirculated. A final, quite attractive 
Seated Liberty dime .225.00 


So ends our selection of the long-lived (1838-1891) dimes 
displaying the figure of Miss Liberty seated upon her rock. In a 
sense, the end of this series signaled the dose of an era-for this 
was the coinage which crossed the continent with the pioneers, 
and by the time it was discontinued (in 1891) the United States 
had pretty much been explored and settled. Now comes the 
coinage featuring, on the obverse, just the head of Liberty—a 
refined coin which seemed appropriate for the more slow-paced, 
more civilized "Gay '90s ." Keen-eyed collectors will have 
noticed that the corn and wheat wreath on the reverse changed 
ever so slightly for the Barber coinage—perhaps Barber's attempt 
at refinement, however slight. Every collector of American coins 
should own at least one Seated Liberty and one Barber dime! 



Conditions that are Excellent Values! 

Want excellent quality for as little money as possible? 
Then consider what, in our opinion, are two of the finest 
buys for the money: our AU-55 and MS-63 grades. The 
A U-55 condition is a choice coin which is just a hair away 
from mint state—but the price is a lot lower. This is a 
wonderful collector's coin! And MS-63 is a select 
Uncirculated coin—far nicer than an ''average" piece but 
priced considerably lower than a coin just one notch higher, 
one graded MS-65. An MS-63 coin offers you quality and 
value—and ideal combination for the collector who has 
investment in mind as well. We guarantee you'll be pleased! 
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Barber Dimes (1892-1916) 


1892 Barber dime. AU-55, choice $59.00; MS-63, BU and well 
struck (virtually every Barber dime is well struck, whereas the 
Seated dimes generally came with the upper left-hand portion 
of the reverse somewhat weak from striking—and it may be 
this which Barber sought to correct when redesigning the 
reverse for his dime) .155.00 



1892-S VF-20 $55.00; AU-55, choice, especially lustrous 
$110.00; MS-63, BU. A really nice example of this scarce issue 
. 395.00 


1893 MS-63, BU .155.00 

1893-0 EF-40 . 39.00 

1893-S VF-20 .15.00 



1894 Scarce date. MS-60, BU $195.00; Proof-60, brilliant 

$235.00; Proof-63, brilliant .299.00 

1894-0 Good-4 $29.00; VG-8 $35.00; Fine-12 $55.00; VF-30 
$89.00; EF-40, lightly toned .135.00 

1895 Good-4 .37.00 

1896- S Scarce San Francisco issue. VG-8 $39.00; VF-20 . 63.50 

1897 MS-60, BU $99.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 299.00 

1897- S VF-20 . 27.00 

1898 MS-60, BU $99.00; MS-63, BU $155.00; MS-65, BU and 

delicately toned. An outstanding specimen. 225.00 

1898- S MS-60, BU .145.00 



1899 AU-55, choice $59.00; MS-60, BU $99.00; Proof-60, 
brilliant $235.00; Proof-63, brilliant. As this is the last coin 
dated in the 19th century, it would make a neat addition to 


your type set . 299.00 

1899-0 AU-50 . 65.00 

1899-S AU-55, choice.69.00 

1900 MS-63, BU. A lovely coin .155.00 


1901 AU-55, choice $59.00; MS-60, toned Unc., once lightly 


polished $59.00; MS-60, BU .99.00 

1902 Proof-63, brilliant . 299.00 

1902-S VF-20, lightly toned .20.00 

1903 EF-40 23.00 



1904 MS-60, BU $99.00; Proof-65, brilliant. A dazzling 

specimen for a top-notch collection . 375.00 

1905 Extremely Fine-45, choice $25.00; AU-55, choice $59.00; 

MS-63, BU .155.00 

1905-S AU-55, choice.79.00 

1907 AU-50 $39.00; MS-60, BU $99.00; MS-63, BU $155.00; 

MS-65, BU $225.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 299.00 

1907- S EF-40 . 23.00 

1908 MS-63, BU .155.00 

1908- D AU-55, choice .59.00 

1909 MS-60, BU $99.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 299.00 

1910 AU-50 $39.00; MS-60, BU $99.00; MS-63, BU . . . 155.00 

1911 EF-40 $23.00; EF-45, choice $25.00; AU-55, choice 

$59.00; MS-60, BU $99.00; MS-63, BU .1 55.00 

1911- S AU-55, choice.59.00 

1912 EF-45, choice $25.00; MS-60, BU $99.00; MS-63, BU 

$155.00; MS-65, BU. A really choice coin . 225.00 

1912- D MS-63, BU .155.00 

1912-S EF-40 . 23.00 

1913 AU-50 $39.00; AU-55, choice $59.00; MS-63, BU 

$155.00; Proof-60, brilliant . 249.00 



1914 AU-55, choice $59.00; MS-60, BU $99.00; Proof-60, 
brilliant, light handling marks $95.00; MS-65, BU. $225.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant $295.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 395.00 

1914-D EF-40 $23.00; AU-55, choice $59.00; MS-60, BU 

$99.00; MS-63, BU .155.00 

191 5 AU-50 $39.00; MS-63, BU.155.00 

1916 Barber. EF-45, choice $25.00; AU-55, choice $59.00; 

MS-60, BU $99.00; MS-63, BU .155.00 

1916-S Barber. AU-55, choice $59.00; MS-60, BU $99.00; 
MS-63, BU .155.00 


OUR RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

We maintain research facilities for the attribution, 
authentication, and study of rare coins in all fields. If we can 
help you with your specialty or with a numismatic research 
problem, we're at your service. 


Mercury Dimes (1916-1945) 


Now begins a nice offering of the very popular and handsome 
Mercury dimes designed by Adolph Weinman, the noted 
sculptor. We've attempted to stock coins which are well struck 
and free from serious impairments, so order optimistically! This 
is one coin whose design is almost purely classical in nature: the 
Mercury head, and of course the fasces staff on the reverse, are 
symbols borrowed from the ancient Greeks and Romans—who 
placed much emphasis on the importance of significant 
symbolism. On this United States coin, first issued on the brink 
of the first World War, the fasces stood for our united strength, 
our readiness for war if need be, while the Mercury head has also 
been described, quite appropriately, as symbolic of our liberty of 
thought—for here the traditional Liberty head has been given a 
set of wings. Yet our "winged Liberty" dime is undeniably much 
more—she is clearly modeled on the ancient God Hermes, as is 
betrayed by the classical cap atop her head. Here then, by all 
accounts, is a beautiful coin! 

1916 Mercury. AU-50 $8.00; AU-55, choice $11.00; MS-60, BU 
$17.00; MS-63, BU $25.00; MS-63, BU with full bands 
$35.00; MS-65, BU with full bands .45.00 



1916-D One of the most wanted of all United States coins, and 
we have a nice selection! Good-4 $189.00; Fine-12 $425.00; 
VF-20 $525.00; MS-60, BU with full bands. Just one mint 
state specimen in stock—order quickly! Priced at just 1750.00 
1916-S AU-55, choice $19.00; MS-60, BU, cleaned but still 

attractive $19.00; MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU _49.00 

1917 AU-50 .9.00 



1917-D AU-50 $59.00; AU-55, choice $69.00, MS-63, BU with 
full bands $249.00; MS-65, BU, also with full bands. The 
epitome of quality in a Mercury dime! . 325.00 













































191 7-S MS-65, BU, full bands.175.00 

1918-D AU-50 $32.00;MS-63, BU .115.00 

1918- S AU-50 $19.00; AU-55, choice .29.00 

1919 MS-60, BU, full bands .39.00 

1919- D AU-50 . /. 49.00 

1919- S EF-40 . 22.00 

1920 MS-63, BU, small edge mark (mint caused) $29.00; MS-63, 

BU with full bands .45.00 

1920- D MS-63, BU .105.00 



1921 Good-4, toned $16.00; AU-50, very lustrous and with full 
bands . 595.00 

1923 MS-60, BU $19.00; MS-63, BU with full bands $42.00; 

MS-65, BU .35.00 

1923- S AU-50 $39.00; MS-63, BU, rough edge.95.00 

1924 MS-63, BU, full bands .75.00 

1924- D AU-50 $39.00; MS-63, BU with full bands. 349.00 

1926 MS-65, BU, full bands .49.00 

1926-D MS-63, BU, full bands . 229.00 

1926- S MS-60, BU, full bands. Very lightly cleaned but still very 

sharp looking . 450.00 

1927 MS-60, BU .18.00 

1927- D MS-65, BU. A lovely coin. 395.00 

1928 MS-60, BU $18.00; MS-63, BU $33.00; MS-63, BU, full 

bands .39.00 

1928- D EF-45, choice $34.00; AU-50 . 59.00 

1928- S AU-50 . 25.00 

1929 MS-60, BU $12.00; MS-63, BU, full bands.35.00 

1929- D MS-63, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU with full bands $45.00; 

MS-65, BU with full bands .59.00 

1930 MS-65, BU .37.00 

1931 MS-63, BU, full bands .89.00 

1931-D MS-60, BU, full bands .95.00 



1931-S MS-63, BU, full bands. 275.00 

1934 AU-55, choice $8.00; MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-60, BU with 

full bands $19.00; MS-65, BU $25.00; MS-65, BU with full 
bands .35.00 

1934- D AU-50 $11.00; MS-60, BU $45.00; MS-63, BU . . 65.00 

1935 MS-60, BU $6.00; MS-63, BU $10.00; MS-65, BU $15.00; 

MS-65, BU, full bands.25.00 

1935- D MS-63, BU $109.00; MS-65, BU, another excellent 

example of this date .135.00 

1935-S AU-55, choice $6.00; MS-60, BU $11.00; MS-63, BU 
$17.00; MS-63, BU, full bands .29.00 


1936-D MS-60, BU $39.00; MS-63, BU $59.00; MS-63, BU, full 


bands $89.00; MS-65, BU .79.00 

1936- S MS-63, BU, full bands $22.00; MS-65, BU with full 

bands and cheap at .29.00 

1937- S MS-65, BU .20.00 

1938- D MS-65, BU $25.00; MS-67, BU, full bands .45.00 

1938-S MS-65, BU, full bands.25.00 

1939 Proof-65, brilliant .95.00 

1941 Proof-60, brilliant $55.00; Proof-65, brilliant .79.00 

1942 Proof-65, brilliant .79.00 



1942/1 Overdate. Rare and very much in demand lately (though 
it has always been popular). Fine-12 $175.00; EF-40 $295.00; 


EF-45, choice $325.00; AU-50 . 395.00 

1942/1-D Fine-12 $175.00; VF-20, nicks .175.00 

1949-D Roosevelt. MS-63, BU .5.00 


20c. Pieces 

The United States 20c piece is the one coin every collector 
should want to ownI Despite its superb design by William 
Barber, this coin was exceptionally unpopular in its day-for 
purely monetary reasons: it was so easily confused, in the 
populace's general haste in making change, with the quarter 
dollar. The two coins didn’t really look all that much alike, but 
their size was similar and mistakes happened often enough to 
cause those who were short-changed to grow to strongly dislike 
the 20c piece. After only two years it was discontinued as 
money, and for just two more years the mint made a few 
hundred Proofs for collectors. Think of how much money and 
effort your government put into making this coin, though! Three 
mints were involved, as were a notable designer, diecutters, 
machinery to melt, roll and cut silver bullion into planchets, 
coiners to operate expensive coining presses, counters, vaults and 
guards to safeguard this precious currency, even heavily guarded 
stagecoaches which delivered these coins from the mints to 
banks. After all this, the people rejected the poor little 20c 
piece! Continuing to look at it in the same vein, if you had to do 
the government's job—make these coins—you couldn't duplicate 
all that work without spending multiples of what even the most 
expensive 20c piece costs today. Buying one for a couple of 
hundred dollars, then, really is getting a bargain! 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
-COMPLETE NUMISMA TIC SER VICE- 


1875 Proof-60, gray toning with a pleasant lilac cast. A rare date 

and priced at just . 1395.00 

1875-CC The only available date from this mint (unless you feel 
like spending over $50,000 and are a very patient person). 
VG-8, a steal at $49.00; EF-45, choice, technically, but 
weakly struck (as is often the case with this issue). An 
interesting minting phenomenon—a lustrous coin without 
much of the LIBERTY motto showing. Only $99.00; VF-30, 
choice, toned .145.00 



1875-S The only 20c issue made in quantity, yet by the 
standards of our own time its mintage was low. VG-8 $42.00; 
Fine-12 $75.00; VF-20 $99.00; EF-40 $165.00; AU-55, 
choice $395.00; MS-60, BU $625.00; MS-60, BU, struck from 
the branch-mint Proof dies $650.00; MS-63, BU $1095.00; 
MS-63, prooflike BU $1195.00; and another MS-63, sharply 
struck BU, also made from the branch-mint Proof dies (among 
the diagnostic characteristics are a triangular die chip below 
Liberty's lowest finger, left side of the staff, and the 
polished-off portion of the S in CENTS, the bottom left side 
connecting the serif to the horizontal stroke). This one priced 

at only .1195.00 

1876 A rare date! 15,900 was the total mintage. We have two for 
sale this time: EF-40, lightly toned, very nice $259.00; 
AU-50, very sharply struck but whizzed. Now retoned and 
more or less natural looking . 395.00 



1877 Proof-only year, with just 510 minted in all. Three 
appealing pieces available: EF-40, toned. Obviously a Proof 
which circulated $995.00; Proof-60 with slightly mottled but 
very pretty gray toning, hues of blue $1495.00; Proof-65 with 
bluish red peripheral toning and golden centers .... 2250.00 



1878 Final year of issue, 600 Proofs in all. A nice-looking coin: 
Proof-63, brilliant with pale silvery toning . 1895.00 
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Questions & Answers Forum 
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We invite readers to submit questions or inquiries 
pertaining to American numismatics. Those of the greatest 
poignancy or interest will be answered in this column conducted 
by Q. David Bowers. 

QUESTION: I would like to know what exactly is a blazing 
mint red coin, a red and brown coin, etc. I have purchased many 
coins but don't have a clear conception of the red color that is so 

often used to describe coins.-P.J.W., Jr., North Augusta, 

S.C. 

ANSWER: Various hues are used to describe the original color 
of a copper coin. When first struck, a copper coin is bright 
orange-red, just like a Lincoln cent coined yesterday. As copper 
(actually bronze) is a chemically active metal, under the best of 
preservation a coin will not survive fifty years or more without 
some natural toning. A large cent of the 1850s, for example, 
which has been kept in ideal circumstances will be a "blazing 
mint red" color, the "red” being a slightly subdued orange-red 
hue. As natural toning further takes place, the coin will turn a 
reddish-brown color, then finally to a lustrous brown. "Red and 
brown Uncirculated" describes a coin which is part way between 
full mint color and lustrous brown. 

Cleaning or dipping a copper coin cannot restore the original 
"blazing mint red," for the chemical action of the cleaner will 
result in an unnatural coloration. It is for this reason that 
premiums are paid for early copper and bronze coins with full or 
part original mint color. 


QUESTION: I have a question related to my hobby of 
collecting underrated coins of the quarter eagle series (part of 
the hobby is determining which coins are underrated). The 
question concerns the much-heralded 1911-D Indian $2 'A. This 
coin sells for over $1000 in Uncirculated grade. The price might 
be expected, considering that it is the key to the Indian series 
and has a mintage of 55,680 pieces. However, I question whether 
its scarcity merits its four-figure price. I get the impression that 
this coin might be overvalued in relation to some other dates of 
the series. 

For example, my research of major coin auctions, including 
some of yours, over the last 3 years indicates that this date was 
offered a total of 9 times in the 10 auction records studied. Only 
one of these was in Uncirculated grade. In comparison, the 1914 
isa runner-up with the 1911-D as the key of the series. The 1914 
is much lower in price. In the same auction studies used for the 
1911-D, the 1914 was offered a total of 7 times. Only one of 
these was Uncirculated, and I bought it for $260.00. I think it 
was a good buy. 


Does my research indicate that the 1911-D is not as scarce as 
claimed when compared to the 1910 and 1914? Is the 1911-D 
overrated? Or are the 1910, the 3rd rarest issue in my studies, 
and the 1914 underrated? Perhaps all of them are readily 
available in Extremely Fine or AU grade but are rare only in 

Uncirculated condition. What do you think?-8.L.D., 

Moscow, Idaho. 

AN8WER: In relation to many 19th century United States 
quarter eagles and other gold coins the 1911-D quarter eagle 
certainly is not rare. However, in relation to other pieces within 
the 1908-1929 Indian head $2'/2 series it is quite a bit scarcer 
than the runners-up. While mintage figures are an inaccurate 
guide to the rarity of most 20th century gold coins (due to the 
considerations of melting and hoarding), within the 1908-1929 
quarter eagle series they are a relatively good indicator. 
The lowest mintage date is indeed the 1911-D: 55,680 were 
made. Then come the 1914 (240,117) and several in the 400,000 
range: 1909 (441,899), 1910 (492,682), 1914-D (448,000), 
1926 (446,000), and 1928 (416,000). 

In mint state, the early issues are much rarer than the later 
ones—simply because they had more time to be distributed and 
circulated prior to the 1933 gold recall order. 1926 and 1928 are 
common in mint condition while, as you say, 1910, 1914, and 
other early years are rare. 

In relation to the 1910 and 1914 (the objects of your inquiry) 
the 1911-D would seem to be overpriced in mint condition, or, 
as you so aptly suggest, it is pleasant to think that at today's 
prices the 1910 and 1914 might be bargains. The 1911-D 
"suffers" from having a spotlight on it. It is the "key," the 
centerpiece of the series, so more emphasis is put on it, leading 
to a higher price. This happens frequently in numismatics. For 
example, among Liberty standing 25c pieces 1916 is considered 
a "key" because of its low 52,000 mintage. Often overlooked is 
the fact that an inordinate number were saved as the first year of 
issue of the series, so that the 52,000 mintage is just part of the 
story. In Uncirculated grade there are at least a half dozen issues 
which are rarer, although only one, the 1918/7-3, has a higher 
price! Other analogies suggest themselves. 

Analyzing auction records is well and fine, but it is best to 
temper your thinking with several considerations: 

1. Grading is apt to vary. $ome firms deliberately undergrade 
their coins so that a coin described, for example, as "Extremely 
Fine" will bring a record price. The secret is, however, that the 
coin might really be AU or better, which the in-person (but not 
the mail) bidders know, and that the price realized, which might 
be perfectly normal for an AU coin, might falsely seem like a 


"record" for an Extremely Fine issue. In this way, some 
Uncirculated coins might be described as AU. 

2. Bometimes the opposite is true. A firm will overgrade coins 
and place high estimates on them as well, with the knowledge 
that certain misguided "bargain seekers" will, for example, pay 
50% of the estimate. They do this, win a particular coin, and 
think they have a bargain. But if the "Uncirculated" coin they 
were bidding on turns out to be only EF or AU, the "bargain" 
status, even at half price, is questionable. There have been quite 
a few pros and cons about this in the popular numismatic press. 
One seller had the illogic (or perhaps someone could explain this 
to us!) to say that if a bidder bids a cheap price and gets a coin, 
then, of course, the bidder should expect the coin to be 
overgraded! 

3. 3ituations 1 and 2 above can be resolved by checking out 
the dealer and his reputation and then taking your findings into 
consideration when you do your analysis of prices. 

4. Now, here's a statistical consideration concerning rarity; 
one which is overlooked by many, many researchers but which is 
just as vital and important as anything else we can think of. In 
fact, to our knowledge this is the first time a discussion of this 
has ever appeared in print: 

If one were to study the auction catalogues of leading 
American firms one might conclude, for example, that a worn 
1909 V.D.B. Lincoln cent, a coin worth $2 or $3, is much rarer 
than a Brilliant Uncirculated 1909-S V.D.B. cent, a coin worth 
several hundred dollars! Why? Simply because auction sales are 
not representative of the coin market as a whole, nor are they an 
accurate indicator of rarity. Let us explain . . . 

Auction sales concentrate on scarcer and rarer issues—due to 
the cost factors involved in preparing the catalogues and 
conducting the events. So, items of lower value, bulk and bullion 
coins, modern rolls, etc. get left out. Even expensive coins are 
sometimes not represented. We know, for example, of 1000 
pieces of 1904 Uncirculated double eagles which sold here in Los 
Angeles a few years ago. These traded in bulk and would not 
have been suitable to offer on a piece-by-piece basis to auction 
buyers, who are primarily advanced collectors, museums, and 
dealers. In another instance our firm privately (not through 
auction) dispersed a large hoard of 1874-3 Uncirculated quarters. 
And, there are many other instances which could be cited. 

Further complicating the situation is the fact, here again one 
which is often overlooked, that there are perhaps a half dozen 
large auction firms here in the U.S.A., of which we're one, and 
perhaps a few dozen other dealers who have occasional auctions. 
The total volume of auction business done by these dealers, 
while it is spectacular in terms of publicity and prices generated 
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and rarities and scarcities sold, is but a tiny fraction of the 
unrecorded private transactions of other dealers. So, whenever 
someone publishes a "definitive study" based upon auction 
catalogues, this study is certainly subject to question. 

For a comprehensive view of the rarity of a given coin, many 
factors must be considered, including: (a) The number which 
visibly appear in auction sales; (b) The average number in 
dealers' stocks (interviews are necessary to determine this; the 
interviewer would find, using our earlier example, that the 
"rare" $2 1909 V.D.B. worn cent as per our illustration of a few 
paragraphs ago, existed in dealers' stocks by the thousands); (c) 
The existence of hoards and special circumstances; (d) Situations 
involving a coin's mintage and how it was used; (e) A detailed 
study of auction records and price lists to determine whether, 
for example, five listings of a particular coin represented five 
different coins or the same coin being reoffered five times. 

Only then can research have any factual basis whatsoever. 
Using auction sales, which are numismatic showcases, to 
determine the total number known of a coin or its relative rarity 
is like visiting a zoo to determine how common animals are in 
North America. One might conclude that elephants are quite 
common (most zoos have them), cows are scarce (only a few 
zoos exhibit farm animals), and that alley cats are extreme 
rarities (have you ever seen one on exhibit in a zoo?). 


QUESTION: I liked your article about collecting coins by 
types which appeared in Rare Coin Review No. 28. Do you think 
it would be logical to collect other areas by types, like colonial 
coins?-M.S., Dubuque, Iowa. 


ANSWER: By all means. Virtually any series is adaptable by 
collecting by types. There are no rules. Design your own type set 
and include what "turns you on," as they say in popular 
parlance. Even within the regular United States series there are 
differences of opinion as to what constitutes a type set. Some 
collectors want an 1836-1839 Gobrecht dollar; others don’t. 
Some collectors think that one coin is sufficient to illustrate the 

1853- 1855 quarter with arrows at date, and other collectors 
(most, in fact) think that this range should be further broken 
down into the 1853 (with rays on the reverse) and the 

1854- 1855 (without rays on the reverse). 

Within colonial coins the formation of a type set offers many 
possibilities—depending on the amount of coins you want to 
include and your budget. For example, would you want just one 


Vermont copper to illustrate the 1785-1788 coinage, or would 
you want an in-depth type set which would include the 
following Vermont issues: (1) 1785 IMMUNE COLUMBIA, a 
great rarity; (2) 1785-1786 Sun-over-mountains design; (3) 1786 
Baby Head; (4) 1786-1787 Bust left; (5) 1787 BRITANNIA; and 
(6) 1787-1788 Bust right? The choice is up to you. There are no 
"right" or "wrong" ways of forming a type set. 


QUESTION: I have been trying to put together a set of Barber 
half dollars in Extremely Fine grade and have found that 
specimens in this condition are actually quite scarce. I would 
think there would be a lot of them, for large quantities were 

minted. Do you have an explanation?-J.B., Centralia, 

Washington. 


ANSWER: The design of the Barber half dollar is such that 
the word "LIBERTY," which is used as a grading determinant, is 
one of the first points to wear, with the result that when these 
circulated they went rapidly from mint state to what we now 
call Fine and Very Fine. 

We would guess that within several years an average Barber 
half dollar would wear down below the Extremely Fine 
classification. On the other hand, a Liberty seated half dollar, 
which has the word LIBERTY situated on the coin in a place 
which wears less rapidly, might not wear down to below 
Extremely Fine grade for a decade or more. So, that's why most 
circulated Barber halves are in lower grades. 


QUESTION: Having read your articles for many years now, 
may I ask you a question? Why have the larger dealers such as 

yourself and-[a large NYC dealer] almost totally ignored 

the "little guy"? Checking back on your catalogues of 15 years 
ago I find this was not always the case. In those "dear dead 
days" there was something for the small as well as the large 
budget collector. Not so today. Your appeal seems to be to the 
big-money buyer. As an outstanding student of numismatics you 
are aware that the future of the coin business lies in encouraging 
new collectors and young people to buy and enjoy coins. Your 
comments are invited.-J.E.P., Grove City, Ohio. 

ANSWER: We are primarily a mail order and auction firm 
specializing in choice and rare coins. We always have. It's just 
that in the early 1960s, the 15-years-ago time you mention, the 



prices of scarcer and rarer coins were much lower. We 
specifically state in our advertisements that we offer coins "for 
the discriminating numismatist." 

As much as we might like to, we cannot cover all areas of the 
coin market at once. We appreciate the beginning collector. We 
believe that the beginner is better served by visiting his local coin 
shop, of which there are several thousand around the United 
States. There he can see on display many different types of 
holders and folders, pore though "bargain boxes," and otherwise 
become acquainted with coins in the beginning stage. Many 
items are priced from under a dollar or so to perhaps $10. This is 
the domain, the forte, of the coin shop. 

We like to think that our clients will use their local coin store 
to buy their coin albums and supplies and also for their 
commoner pieces—and then call upon Bowers and Ruddy 
Galleries for the scarcities and rarities which most coin shops 
don't carry in stock. 

It could be that we should broaden our inventory (this would 
also involve a great expansion of our staff, which at present 
stands at 35 people) so as to offer a wider range of inexpensive 
pieces, but at the moment we are pleased with the specialty we 
have chosen—and have been specializing in since our beginning in 
1953. 


FOLLOW UP. 

A.P. of Akron, Ohio, writes: 

"In your Rare Coin Review No. 29 you asked why the 1844 
dime is known by collectors as the Orphan Annie dime today. I 
quote Carl Allenbaugh, who has written: 

'Only 72,500 dimes were minted in 1844, but nobody noticed 
at the time that coin collectors were as rare as Horace Greeley's 
union printers, there were no speculators using slide rules 
calibrated to predict instant and infinite profits. Attrition, 
abetted by collector neglect, took a great toll of the small 
mintage. In 1930, so the story goes, a Kansas City collector 
discovered that the 1844 dime was even more rare than the 
mintage indicated, and that its rarity wasn’t reflected by its 
market premium. He dubbed it Orphan Annie because the coin 
had no buyers, and it was just an orphan in the world of rare 
coins .'" 
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Quarter Dollars 

Draped Bust, Small Eagle (1796 Only) 



1796 Only year of the draped bust type, small eagle on the 
reverse. A large and striking early American coin. We are 
fortunate in having two nice examples for sale this time: 
Fine-12, even gray toning, no serious impairments (as are so 
often found on coins which served their purpose) $3250.00; 
EF-40 with very light toning. A good sharp coin for an 
advanced type set . 7950.00 


Draped Bust, Heraldic Eagle (1804-1807) 


1805 Draped bust type with the heraldic eagle on the reverse. 
Second year of issue of this short-lived type (1804-1807 only) 
and scarce. VF-30, choice. Pleasing light toning. A delight for 
the money! . 525.00 



1806 VF-20. A nice-looking coin with gray toning $450.00; 
AU-55, choice. Very lustrous. A most pleasing example of its 
type .2250.00 


Capped Bust, Large Size (1815-1828) 



1818 Capped bust type. VG-8 $42.00; MS-63, BU. A great coin 

for an advanced collection! Priced right at . 2950.00 

1819 VG-8 and only .42.00 

1820 Good-4 $39.00; VG-8 $42.00; VF-30, a choice coin with 

gray toning . 245.00 

1821 VF-20. Initial H scratched in field $59.00; EF-40, toned 

gray and most pleasant . 395.00 

1822 AU-50. A date which is not often encountered, especially 

so nice . 695.00 



1825/3 Overdate. Good-4 $42.00; VG-8 $49.00; EF-45, choice. 
A lovely coin which is toned gunmetal gray $475.00; AU-55, 

choice. Sharply struck and toned a pale gold .895.00 

1828 VG-8 $49.00; AU-50, lustrous, light golden toning. A 

sharply struck specimen .695.00 

1828 25c over 50c. Rare variety. VG-8 with medium grayish 
brown toning .175.00 


BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES. INC. 
—Coins for the discriminating numismatist- 


Small Capped Bust (1831-1838) 



1831 First year of the capped bust type of reduced size. VG-8, 
darkly toned $42.00; AU-50, sharp strike $395.00; MS-60, 
BU, sharp strike $1095.00; MS-63, BU, sharp strike 1950.00 
1833 Scarce date. Good-4.35.00 



1834 Fine-12 $49.00; MS-60, BU, good sharp strike $1095.00; 

MS-63, BU, well struck. High-quality coins of this type are 
among the least appreciated rarities in the U.S. coin field 
today . 1950.00 

1835 Costa Rican counterstamp on the reverse: a lion in a 

circular incuse with motto around him. Rare! Fine-12, toned a 
medium gray .125.00 

1835 VG-8 $42.00; Fine-12 .49.00 

1836 Fine-12 $49.00; EF-40, a handsome coin with medium 

gray toning $175.00; AU-50, sharp strike except for a few 
stars . 350.00 

1837 VF-20, iridescent gray toning .65.00 

1838 Bust. Final year of issue for this type. VG-8 $42.00; 

EF-40, beautiful gray toning, small rim cut $55.00; AU-50, 
another handsome specimen . 395.00 

Thus ends the earliest era of American silver coinage in what 
may well be the scarcest minor denomination, the quarter dollar. 
Advanced collectors have recognized this axiom for a long while, 
but younger or less experienced collectors tend to ignore it in 
favor of the more available and understandable later issues. The 
early quarters are the work of some notable designers and 
remarkable is the fact that well-struck coins on proper planchets 
exist, considering that horse and steam-driven coining presses 
chugged out these distinctive coins in relatively small numbers 
for a burgeoning republic. If you haven't discovered the joy of 
owning one of each of these early types, may we respectfully 
suggest you look into the matter—for any of these pieces just 
listed will make a fine addition to your United States coin 
collection. Now on to the popular Seated Liberty series, where 
we are happy to be able to offer several scarce pieces from the 
1840s and 1850s, as well as a small number of super-select later 
dates which can add real dazzle to your set! 
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Seated Liberty Design (1839-1891) 


1839 No drapery from Liberty's elbow. EF-40 with medium 
gray toning .135.00 

1840-0 No drapery. This early variety is also distinctive for its 
lack of the usually pronounced beading around the border on 
both sides. EF-40 with pale toning, a nice coin.145.00 

1840- 0 With drapery. Also has the peripheral beading. EF-40, 

light silvery gray toning .99.00 

1841- 0 Fine-1 2, toned. Cheap at .31.00 

1842- 0 Large date. Not prohibitively rare, as is the variety with 

the small date, but genuinely scarce within its type. EF-40, 
pale silvery toning, sharp strike.95.00 

1843 MS-60, BU. A very attractive mint state coin. Sharp as a 

tack in strike. 395.00 

1844 Fine-12, natural toning .25.00 

1850 Fine-12, also toned .42.00 

1850-0 A scarce date, especially in this grade! MS-60, BU, with a 

strike which is above average. Seldom offered . 595.00 



1853 Arrows and rays. The ever-popular, one-year type with 

these extra design features, added to indicate a reduction in 
weight. After 1853 the weight remained reduced but the 
government decided to return to the former design. Fine-12 
$19.00; VF-20 $39.00; MS-63, BU, a very attractive and 
sharply struck coin—consider placing it in your set! $2150.00; 
MS-65, BU and about as fine as one can find . 2750.00 

1854 Arrows. VG-8 $11.00; VF-20 $25.00; EF-40 $65.00; 

AU-50, sharp and lustrous $225.00; AU-55, choice $299.00; 
MS-60, BU . 575.00 

1854- 0 VF-30, toned gray .49.00 

1855 Arrows. MS-60, BU. Super sharp strike. This is a somewhat 

scarcer date in mint state . 575.00 

1855- S Arrows. Two pieces whose prices have just been reduced. 

Act quickly, as this San Francisco issue is not offered for sale 
all that often! Good-4 $29.00; VG-8, only .39.00 

1856 MS-63, BU. Nice strike . 575.00 

isi 


O UR RESEA RCH DEPA R TMEN T 

We maintain research facilities for the attribution, 
authentication, and study of rare coins in all fields. If we can 
help you with your specialty or with a numismatic research 
problem, we're at your service. 



1857 VG-8 $10.00; Fine-12 $12.00; VF-20 $25.00; MS-60, BU. 

A sharply struck coin of strong visual appeal—would look 
great in your set! $395.00; MS-63, BU $575.00; MS-65, BU, 
great strike $795.00; Proof-60 brilliant. A rarity whose 

mintage is unknown but very tiny. First check received gets it 
for . 1595.00 

1858 Good-4 $8.00; VF-20 $25.00; AU-50 $125.00; AU-55, 

choice $149.00; MS-60, BU, sharp strike . 395.00 

1858-S Scarce San Francisco issue! We seldom have one for sale 
in any grade, and this is above average among those seen. 
VF-20 .95.00 



1859 VG-8 $10.00; MS-63, BU. Needless to say, a beautiful coin 
$575.00; Proof-63, brilliant. Pretty close to the ultimate 
acquisition in a Proof coin; high quality, early issue, rarity. 


Priced at just. 625.00 

1859-0 Scarce. AU-50, toned .175.00 


A fascinating era in the quarter coinage is about to unfold 
before your eyes! The period of the 1860s encompassed the Civil 
War, with all its human tragedies and its ultimate victory, a 
united nation; the last half of the decade saw a numismatic 
phenomenon—the issuance of fewer and fewer silver coins, 
almost none of which survive today. Any would be a worthwhile 
addition to a fine collection. 



1860 VF-20, silver gray $25.00; AU-55, choice, quite pleasing 
$149.00; MS-60, BU. An exciting coin, for it was struck just 
before the War between the States broke out. Yours for 
$395.00; Proof-63, gorgeous lilac and silvery toning .. 625.00 

1861 EF-40, silvery gray $49.00; AU-55, choice. Lightly toned 

and well struck $175.00; MS-63, BU. Lots of visual appeal! 
$575.00; MS-63, delicately toned Uncirculated . 575.00 


1862 MS-63, BU. A beauty! $575.00; Proof-63, brilliant 625.00 

1863 Scarce issue! Fine-12 $45.00; Proof-60, brilliant $475.00; 


Proof-63 with really attractive toning . 625.00 

1864 Another scarce date. VG-8.49.00 



1865 Three attractive and scarce Proofs: Proof-60, brilliant, light 

hairlines $350.00; Proof-60, mottled bluish green toning 
$475.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 625.00 

1866 Proof-60, brilliant, hairlines . 295.00 

1867 Another issue of very low mintage. Fine-12 $89.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant, handling marks . 275.00 

1868 Another very scarce Philadelphia Mint product of the 

Reconstruction Era, when most of these coins were either 
melted or shipped out of the country. Fine-12 $89.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant or blue toned (your choice) . 475.00 

1868-S Scarce! Very pleasant EF-40 . 149.00 

1869 Proof-60, brilliant . 350.00 

Beginning with the 1870s, the Seated Liberty quarter dollars 
have traditionally taken on a fascination among collectors, for 
several reasons. First, these two decades witnessed a constant but 
always small Proof mintage, often combined with a tiny or 
relatively slight total number issued for all reasons. So collectors 
have long sought a variety and even a complete date set of 
Proofs; every date in the 1880s is notable in this regard. Second, 
there are two types from this period—the 1873 and 1874 coins 
being in constant demand as the only years with the arrows at 
the date and the legend IN GOD WE TRUST on the reverse. 
Third, quite a few dates of these twenty-odd years are genuinely 
rare in any condition. We hope we've succeeded in stocking at 
least one quarter of this period that you need! 


1870 Proof-60, brilliant . 350.00 

1871 Proof-60, brilliant $350.00; Proof-63, brilliant . . . 475.00 

1872 Proof-60, lovely pale gold and lavender toning $350.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant $475.00; Proof-63, blue toning . . . 475.00 

1873 No arrows. Proof-60, brilliant . 350.00 

1873 Arrows. Good-4 $15.00; EF-45, choice. Lustrous and with 

pleasing fields . 225.00 


INTERESTED IN RARE COIN INVESTMENT? 

An interesting, illustrated brochure entitled "Rare Coins as 
an Investment'' is yours free for the asking. It describes our 
popular Collection /Investment Program in detail and provides 
a brief analysis of the history of the rare coin market. Send 
for it! 
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1873- S Arrows. Scarce! AU-55, choice . 425.00 

1874 Arrows. AU-50 $350.00; AU-55, choice $425.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant, minor hairlines $550.00; Proof-60, 
brilliant. A good-looking coin! . 750.00 

1874- S Arrows. AU-50, tiny rim nick . 299.00 

1875 Good-4 $9.00; EF-45, choice $79.00; MS-60, BU $295.00; 

MS-63, BU $425.00; MS-63, prooflike BU .425.00 

1875- S VG-8.15.00 

1876 MS-60, BU $295.00; Proof-65, lovely light toning . 575.00 

1876- CC MS-63, BU . 475.00 

1876- S MS-60, BU . 295.00 

1877 Good-4 $9.00; MS-60, BU $295.00; MS-63, BU $425.00; 

MS-63, prooflike Brilliant Uncirculated $425.00; Proof-63, 
attractive blue toning . 475.00 

1877- CC MS-63, BU . 475.00 

1877- S AU-55, choice $195.00; MS-63, BU. A fine representa¬ 
tive of this era's coinage! .425.00 

1878 MS-63, BU $425.00; Proof-60, brilliant, hairlines $350.00; 
Proof-60, lilac toning $350.00; Proof-63, brilliant . . . 475.00 

1878- CC Scarce year, especially in Uncirculated condition: 

MS-60, BU, sharply struck .495.00 

1878-SRare! Fine-12, gray toning . 249.00 

1879 An exceptionally popular year. MS-63, prooflike BU 

$695.00; MS-65, BU, A significant rarity in this condition 
$825.00; Proof-60, brilliant, a few handling marks $259.00; 
Proof-65, brilliant . 695.00 

1880 EF-40, gray toned $195.00; MS-63, prooflike BU . 695.00 

1881 Proof-60, brilliant $395.00; Proof-63, brilliant. A lovely 

specimen! $550.00; Proof-63, delightful silvery blue toning. A 
prize for the discriminating collector . 550.00 

1882 Proof-60, brilliant $395.00; Proof-63, brilliant $550.00; 

Proof-65, brilliant with pale golden toning. Just about the 
ultimate in a Proof quarter of this type . 675.00 

1883 Proof-63, brilliant . 550.00 



1884 MS-65, BU. A really rare business strike! $825.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant $395.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 550.00 

1885 Proof-63, brilliant . 550.00 

1886 Proof-63, lovely deep lavender toning $550.00; Proof-63, 

bluish toning $550.00; Proof-63, brilliant with light bluish 
gold toning . 550.00 



1887 Proof-63 with pretty golden toning $550.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant $550.00; Proof-65, brilliant. 695.00 

1888 Proof-60, brilliant $395.00; Proof-63, brilliant with pale 

toning . 550.00 

1889 Proof-60, brilliant $395.00; Proof-63, brilliant with 

handsome bluish toning . 550.00 

1890 MS-63, BU $425.00; Proof-63, brilliant and lovely 550.00 

1891 Good-4 $9.00; AU-55, choice $175.00; MS-60, BU 

$295.00; MS-63, BU $425.00; MS-65, BU $575.00; Proof-60, 
brilliant $350.00; Proof-63, brilliant.475.00 

1891-S Good-4 .8.00 

Thus ends a really superb offering of Seated Liberty quarters, 
of all periods from 1839 up through the final year of issue. An 
excellent selection of Barber quarters follows; please see our 
comments preceding the Barber dimes in this catalogue for some 
thoughts on the significance of the new coinage for the 1890s 
through the end of World War I. 


Barber Quarters (1892-1916) 



1896-S We have a nice selection of this rare issue: Good-4 
$135.00; VG-8 $165.00; VF-20 $395.00; and EF-45, choice, 


pale silvery gray toning .850.00 

1897 AU-55, choice .139.00 

1897- 0 AU-50 . 195.00 

1898 AU-50 $99.00; MS-60, BU $209.00; MS-63, BU . . 295.00 

1898- 0 EF-40 . 55.00 

1899 MS-60, Uncirculated with the finest kind of sea-green 

toning $209.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-60, hairlines 
$295.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 475.00 

1899- 0 MS-60, BU . 299.00 

1900 Proof-60, brilliant $350.00; Proof-63, brilliant $475.00; 

Proof-65, brilliant and superb . 575.00 



1892 Barber. First year of issue, and always popular as such. 

AU-50 $99.00; AU-55, Choice $139.00; MS-60, BU $209.00; 
MS-63, BU and very attractive $295.00; Proof-63, brilliant 
$475.00; Proof-65, bluish red toning . 575.00 

1892-0 AU-55, choice $149.00; MS-60, BU $225.00; MS-63, BU 
and very attractive for an "O" mint . 325.00 

1892- S EF-45, choice .99.00 

1893 Proof-63, brilliant .475.00 

1893- 0 MS-60, BU . 239.00 

1893- S AU-50 $135.00; AU-55, choice .175.00 

1894 Proof-63, brilliant $475.00; Proof-65, brilliant. About as 

nice as they come! . 575.00 

1894- S AU-50 . 135.00 

1895- S MS-63, BU . 395.00 

1896 MS-60, BU $209.00; Proof-60, brilliant $350.00; Proof-60, 

a lovely piece because of its gold and reddish gray toning 
$350.00; Proof-63, brilliant .475.00 


THINKING OF SELLING? 

Consider our auction service. We're now planning our next 
several sales. Want all the details? Send us a brief description 
of your numismatic holdings—a few paragraphs will do—and 
we'll acquaint you with what we consider to be the ideal way 
to sell—a Bowers and Buddy Galleries combined public 
auction and mail bid sale. Or, if you prefer, we can make an 
outright cash offer for your holdings. Either way, you really 
benefit when you sell to us. 


1900-0 MS-63, BU. An especially well-struck example of this 


rarity (in mint state) . 795.00 

1900-S AU-50 . 109.00 

1901 MS-63, BU . 295.00 



1901-S Rare, with a mintage which was minuscule by the 
standards of any time period—yet it was made during our own 


century, making it all the more unusual. Good-4 .... 450.00 
1902 Proof-63, golden toning with bluish red highlights. A 

beauty! .475.00 

1902-0 MS-63, BU . 525.00 




Bowers and Buddy Galleries 
-Established 1953 - 
"Your friends in the rare coin business" 
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1903 AU-50 $99.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-63, brilliant and 

beautiful $475.00; and two superb Proofs: Proof-65, brilliant 
or with golden lilac toning (your choice) . 575.00 

1903- 0 AU-50 $135.00; MS-63, BU . 395.00 

1904 EF-40 $49.00; MS-60, BU $209.00; Proof-60, brilliant 

$350.00; Proof-65, steel blue toning with golden highlights 
$575.00; and a Proof-67, brilliant and superb. 675.00 

1904- 0 AU-50, sharp and lustrous .149.00 

1905 Proof-65, brilliant . 575.00 

1905- S MS-63, BU. A beauty! . 375.00 

1906 Proof-60, brilliant, light hairlines $295.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant. 475.00 

1906- D MS-63, BU . 295.00 

1907 AU-50 $99.00; AU-55, choice $139.00; MS-63, BU 

$295.00; Proof-60, brilliant . 350.00 

1907- 0 AU-55, choice $139.00; MS-60, BU $225.00; MS-63, 

BU. A neat piece for a selective type set . 350.00 

1907- S AU-50 $109.00; MS-63, Uncirculated with pale golden 

toning. 395.00 

1908 MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-60, brilliant, small spot on 

cheek . 295.00 

1908- D AU-50 $99.00; MS-63, BU . 295.00 

1908-0 AU-55, choice $149.00; MS-60, BU $225.00; MS-63, 

BU. Consider it for your type collection! . 325.00 

1909 AU-50 $99.00; MS-60, BU $209.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant . 475.00 

1910 MS-60, BU $209.00; MS-63, BU . 295.00 

1911 AU-50 $109.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-60, brilliant 

$350.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 475.00 



1912 MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-60, brilliant, hairlines $295.00; 


Proof-63, brilliant . 475.00 

1912- S Scarce issue. EF-40 $45.00; MS-65, BU . 495.00 

1913- D MS-63, BU . 495.00 

1913-SAG-3.89.00 



1914 MS-60, BU $209.00; MS-63 but for a small staple scratch, 
BU $199.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-60, brilliant. A rare 


Proof issue $449.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 550.00 

1914-D EF-40 $49.00; AU-50 .99.00 


1915 AU-50 but whizzed, only $39.00; AU-55, choice $139.00; 

MS-60, BU $209.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; Proof-60, brilliant, 
hairlines $345.00; Proof-60, toned a deep bluish gray and very 
pretty $425.00; Proof-63, beautiful greenish red toning. A 
pretty example of this rarer Proof issue . 550.00 

1915- D AU-50 $95.00; MS-60, BU, small scratch on obverse, 

quite a buy at $125.00; MS-63, BU . 295.00 

1916 Barber. AU-55, choice $139.00; MS-60, BU . 209.00 

1916- D Last of the Barber quarters. A nice selection for 

end-of-issue fanciers: EF-40 $49.00; EF-45, choice $55.00; 
AU-50 $95.00; AU-55, choice $139.00; MS-60, BU $209.00; 
MS-63, BU . 295.00 


Standing Liberty and later Quarters 


The last group of quarters we have for sale in this issue 
consists mainly of the ever-popular Standing Liberty type 
designed by Hermon A. Mac Neil. Collectors of this series are 
generally very particular, seeking well-struck coins (the ultimate, 
though by no means the only pleasing, kind being those with 
"full head"). We have sought to stock the best that were 
available for purchase, so go ahead and order with the 
expectation that we will delight you! Truly rare coins of our 
own century will be found here among the other dates and 
mintmarked issues. We will dose our quarter section with a small 
but nice group of Washington pieces, concentrating on the 
scarcer ones. Good hunting! 


1916 First and rarest year of the Standing Liberty design. 

VF-20, toned light gray $895.00; VF-30, choice, also lightly 
toned $995.00; MS-65, BU, quite well struck $3450.00; 
MS-65, BU, full head. A stupendous coin! .4450 00 

1917 Type 1. AU-50 $99.00; AU-55, choice $125.00; MS-60, 

BU $169.00; MS-60, BU with a full head $195.00; MS-63, BU 
with a full head $325.00; MS-65, BU, full head . 399.00 


1917-D Type 1. AU-55, choice $135.00; MS-60, BU, full head 
but lightly cleaned $135.00; MS-63, BU $275.00; MS-63, BU, 

full head $425.00; MS-65, BU . 375.00 

1917-S Type 1. MS-63, BU $295.00; MS-63, Brilliant 

Uncirculated, full head . 450.00 

191 7 Type 2. AU-55, choice $65.00; MS-60, BU .105.00 

1917-D Type 2. EF-40 $39.00; MS-60, BU $125.00; MS-65, BU 

with a full head. 395.00 

1917-S Type 2. MS-60, BU $115.00; MS-63, BU $165.00; 
MS-65, BU . 209.00 


1918/7-S Rare overdate. Extremely Fine-45, choice. Seldom 
found better . 1495.00 

1918- S AU-50 $52.00; AU-55, choice $65.00; MS-63, BU 165.00 

1919 EF-40 . 25.00 

1919- D EF-40.119.00 

1919- S Fine-12 $65.00; VF-20 $79.00; VF-30, choice $89.00; 

EF-40 $119.00; EF-45, choice .129.00 

1920 AU-50 $45.00; MS-60, BU $95.00; MS-63, BU, full head 

and only . 275.00 

1920- S VF-20 $20.00; EF-45, choice $39.00; MS-60, BU 125.00 

1921 EF-40 $89.00; MS-65, Brilliant Uncirculated, 90% full 

head. A superb coin! . 550.00 

1923 AU-50 $45.00; AU-55, choice . 59 00 

1923- s au-50.:::::::: 195:00 

1924 AU-55, choice .59.00 

1924- D AU-55, choice $69.00; MS-63, BU .145.00 

1924-S EF-40 . 30.00 


Conditions that are Excellent Values! 

Want excellent quality for as little money as possible? 
Then consider what, in our opinion, are two of the finest 
buys for the money: our AU-55 and MS-63 grades. The 
AU-55 condition is a choice coin which is just a hair away 
from mint state-but the price is a lot lower. This is a 
wonderful collector's coin! And MS-63 is a select 
Uncirculated coin—far nicer than an "average" piece but 
priced considerably lower than a coin just one notch higher, 
one graded MS-65. An MS-63 coin offers you quality and 
value—an ideal combination for the collector who has 
investment in mind as well. We guarantee you'll be pleased! 
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1925 MS-60, BU .95.00 

1926 AU-55, choice $52.00; MS-63, Brilliant Uncirculated 

$135.00; MS-65, BU .165.00 

1926- D MS-60, BU $75.00; MS-63, BU, usual strike but nice 
surfaces $99.00; MS-63, above-average strike $129.00; and 
one MS-65, BU, also with a somewhat better strike . . 159.00 

1927 MS-60, BU $95.00; MS-63, BU .135.00 

1927- D MS-65, BU .179.00 

1928 MS-63, BU .135.00 

1928- D MS-60, BU $95.00; MS-63, BU, small rim nick $125.00; 

MS-63, BU $149.00; and one MS-65, BU .175.00 

1928- S EF-40 $25.00; AU-50 $45.00; MS-63, BU $135.00; 

MS-65, BU .165.00 

1929 AU-50 MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated $95.00; MS-65, BU, 

full head . 349.00 

1929- D AU-50 $49.00; AU-55, choice $69.00; MS-63, Brilliant 

Uncirculated .155.00 

1929- S MS-60, BU $95.00; MS-63, BU, very nice $135.00; 

MS-65, BU $165.00; and an incredible MS-67, BU, 90% full 
head . 225.00 

1930 EF-40 $25.00; AU-50 $45.00; AU-55. choice $59.00; 

MS-60, BU $95.00; 1930 MS-60, BU, full head $175.00; 
MS-63, BU, full head $249.00; MS-65, BU $135.00; MS-65, 
BU, full head . 349.00 

1930- S AU-50 $45.00; MS-60, BU $95.00; MS-63, BU . . 135.00 


Washington Quarters (1932 to date) 


1932 Washington head. AU-55, choice $14.00; MS-60, BU 
$19.00; MS-63, BU .35.00 

1932-D Good-4 $35.00; VG-8 $42.00; VF-20 $65.00; EF-40 
$105.00; AU-50 . 159.00 

1932-S VG-8 $39.00; VF-20 $55.00; EF-40 $65.00; AU-55, 
choice .125.00 

1935 AU-55, choice $6.00; MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, BU 

$17.00; MS-65, BU .22.00 

1935-S AU-55, choice $22.00; MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated 
$45.00; MS-63, BU .75.00 

1936 MS-63, BU $15.00; MS-65, BU $19.00; Proof-63, brilliant. 

Scarce .450.00 



1936-D AU-55, choice $159.00; MS-65, BU . 350.00 

1936- S MS-63, BU .69.00 

1937- D MS-60, BU $24.00; MS-63, BU .35.00 

1938 AU-50 $12.00; MS-63, BU $49.00; MS-65, BU .... 59.00 

1938- S AU-55, choice $19.00; MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated 

$32.00; MS-65. BU .55.00 


1939 AU-55, choice $6.00; MS-60, BU.8.00 

1939- D MS-60, BU .17.00 

1940 Proof-65, brilliant .37.00 

1940- S MS-60, BU .8.00 

1942 Proof-63, brilliant $29.00; Proof-65, brilliant .33.00 

1942-S MS-63, BU $39.00; MS-65, BU .49.00 

1946- S MS-60, BU, planchet defect $2.00; MS-63, BU $4.00; 

MS-65, BU .7.00 

1947- S MS-63, BU $4.00; MS-65, BU .7.00 

1949-D MS-60, BU $3.00; MS-63, BU $6.00; MS-65, BU . . 8.50 

1950 Proof-60, brilliant .18.00 

1951-S MS-60, BU $5.00; MS-63, BU $7.00; MS-65, BU . . 9.00 

1955 Proof-65, brilliant .5.00 


Half Dollars 


Flowing Hair Type (1794-1795) 


1795 2 leaves under each wing. A over E in legend. Important as 
one of only two years during which this, the first type of 
United States half dollar, was minted. Fine-12, gray toning 
and reasonable at . 550.00 


Draped Bust, Large Eagle (1801-1807) 


1801 First year of the draped bust type with the heraldic eagle 

on the reverse. VG-8, toned .195.00 

1803 Large 3. VG-8, nicely toned.79.00 

1805/4 0-101. The scarce overdate. Why not add this unusual 
coin to your type set—representative of the draped bust half 
dollar with heraldic eagle reverse. VF-20, toned . 285.00 



Conditions that are Excellent Values! 

Want excellent quality for as little money as possible? 
Then consider what, in our opinion, are two of the finest 
buys for the money: our AU-55 and MS-63 grades. The 
AU-55 condition is a choice coin which is just a hair away 
from mint state—but the price is a lot lower. This is a 
wonderful collector's coin! And MS-63 is a select 
Uncirculated coin—far nicer than an "average" piece but 
priced considerably lower than a coin Just one notch higher, 
one graded MS-65. An MS-63 coin offers you quality and 
value—an ideal combination for the collector who has 
investment in mind as well. We guarantee you'll be pleased! 



1805 MS-63, Brilliant Uncirculated and blessed with a 

needle-sharp strike! Decidedly, this specimen is one of the 
finest—if not the very finest—draped bust half dollars we have 
ever encountered. Not cheap (neither is a Leica camera or a 
Maserati) but well worth .6950.00 


1806 Round-top 6. Fine-12, toned $88.00; and three specimens 
with the pointed 6, stem through claw: Fine-12, toned 
$88.00; VF-30, choice, toned $225.00; MS-63, light golden 
toned Uncirculated with hues of blue. Welt struck except in a 
couple of small areas—actually, an incredibly well made coin 
for its era! Another fine opportunity for the discriminating 
collector or investor at .6500.00 


"A SPLENDID JOB" 

One of the numerous unsolicited testimonials (letters of 
thanks) we receive each year from satisfied customers is this, 
which came to us from P.J.E. of Prairie Village, Kansas: 
" You people are doing a splendid job of setting a professional 
standard for the numismatic profession-hobby-business, and 
many of us greatly appreciate your efforts. As finances 
permit, in future years I hope to demonstrate that 
appreciation with purchases—and you can rest assured that / 
now do a lot of ‘verbal advertising' for you. As long as we can 
have your firm to use as an example we can prove to 
doubters that there are dealers of integrity and quality." 
Thanks, P.J.E. — we appreciate your nice letter! 


























































1807 Draped bust with heraldic eagle reverse. Last year of this 
short-lived (and most handsome!) type. Good-4 $55.00; 
EF-45, choice. Sharply struck and very desirable for 
illustrating its type $495.00; MS-63, silvery brown toning. 
Lightly struck in the center, as was the usual circumstance for 
coins minted at that time. The weakly struck area is actually 
just a small portion of the coin with, for instance, the rims 
and stars quite sharp. A rare piece in mint state with such nice 
surfaces. Priced to be a real buy because of its slight weakness 
of strike (compare our price on the 1806 and the 1805 
above). Call quickly! Just .4500.00 



1815/2 The rare overdate (tiny mintage for this period!). We 
offer two select pieces: EF-40, lightly toned $850.00; AU-50, 
golden brown toning.995.00 

1817 Fine-12, iridescently toned .27.00 

1818/7 Large 8. VF-20, lightly toned .49.00 

1819 Small 9. VF-20, toned $33.00; AU-55, choice, with 

beautiful light toning .199.00 

1820 Square 2, no knob. VG-8, toned .29.00 

1822 VF-20, lightly toned .33.00 

1823 VF-20, nice gray toning $33.00; MS-60, BU. A beautiful, 

sharply struck bust half dollar . 325.00 

1824 Over various dates. A hodgepodge of dates, and therefore 

quite interesting! Really, really lovely, too: AU-55, choice, 
exceptionally lustrous. 259.00 


John Reich's Capped Bust Design (1807-1836) 


The capped bust half dollar series was a long-lived and 
well-used one! This was the coin which crossed the American 
continent with the earliest pioneers—if you remember the movie 
"How the West Was Won" you can imagine these coins in the 
pockets of those who floated down the Ohio River on crude 
rafts, helped build the transcontinental railroad which united 
these states in a real sense, and fought bandits in the Arizona 
Territory. Mostly, though, these were the coins which backed up 
American commerce during the first half of the last century. 
Their design was by John Reich, a talented engraver who 
migrated here from Germany as a bondsman and soon, by the 
sweat of his brow and his native genius, had freed himself, after 
which he rose to national importance as the mint's first assistant 
engraver. So Reich's own story is as much a part of American 
heritage as the coins he created; surely his and their spirit is 
infectious! You couldn't do better—from the historical 
standpoint—than place one of these fine coins in your collection. 
We hope you will pick out a nice one from this list! 


1809 Capped bust type. An interesting date! Why? Because 
Abraham Lincoln was born in 1809, and what a nice memento 
of that historic occasion this coin makes! AU-50, very 
lustrous. Attempted small puncture on the reverse, hidden in 


the legend. Only $95.00; AU-55, choice .159.00 

1810 VG-8, toned.23.00 

1811 Small 8. Lustrous EF-45, choice $89.00; AU-50, a 

delightful coin .195.00 

1812 AU-55, choice. A beauty! . 225.00 



1824 Normal date. VG-8, toned $23.00; MS-60, BU. Sharply 

struck and very nice $325.00; MS-63, BU. 595.00 

1825 EF-40, toned and quite nice $55.00; AU-50, good strike. A 

nice example of this scarce date .125.00 



1826 AU-50, sharply struck $115.00; AU-55, choice, very 
pleasing $195.00; MS-63, BU. Only very seldom can a nicer 
bust half dollar be located. Place this one in your set before 
someone else gets it! . 595.00 


1827 Square base 2. VF-20, gray toning $33.00; EF-40, another 

nicely toned piece $55.00; AU-55, choice and well struck. Not 
at all expensive at .199.00 

1828 Small 8, square 2. Good-4 $17.00; Fine-12 $27.00; EF-40, 

a bargain at .55.00 

1828 Curl 2, knob. Good-4 $19.00; VG-8 $29.00; Fine-12 35.00 

1830 Toned VF-20 . 33.00 



1831 VG-8 $23.00; EF-40, tiny edge cut, nicely toned $35.00; 
EF-40 $55.00; AU-50, lightly toned $115.00; AU-55, a few 
surface marks $135.00; MS-63, BU. Frosty and nicely struck 

for the issue . 595.00 

1833 Small letters. VG-8 $23.00; AU-55, choice $199.00; 

MS-63, BU. A coin with loads of visual appeal . 595.00 

1833 EF-40 $55.00; EF-45, choice $69.00; AU-50 $115.00; 
MS-60, BU with light golden toning $325.00; MS-63, BU, 
exceptionally nice. 595.00 



1834 Small date, stars and letters. Fine-12 $27.00; AU-50, quite 
a buy at $115.00; AU-55, choice $199.00; MS-60, BU 
$325.00; MS-63, BU, way above average for a bust half dollar 
$595.00; MS-65, BU, exceptionally lovely and select in every 
respect . 895.00 

1834 Large date. VF-20 $33.00; EF-40 $55.00; AU-55, choice 

and a nice strike .199.00 

1835 VG-8 $23.00; EF-40 . 55.00 

1836 Lettered edge. Last date of this type. EF-40 $55.00; 
AU-55, choice. Equal to what many other dealers sell as BU, 
so a buy at $199.00; MS-63, lovely golden gray toning 595.00 

BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES, INC. 

—Coins for the discriminating numismatist— 
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Reeded Edge Half Dollars (1836-1839) 


The bust half dollar, as redesigned by Christian Gobrecht and 
having the reeded edge, is one of the strangest phenomena in 
American numismatics. Here is a coin which, in its essence, 
remained true to its predecessors of several decades, yet it is 
decidedly different and distinctive in several ways. Gobrecht 
changed the earlier Reich design so that it became somewhat 
more refined, tending toward the elegant—which, in effect, gives 
Miss Liberty a sharper overall appearance. Her bust is in higher 
relief. The newly cut eagle on the reverse indicates that this 
design change was really a transitional thing, for the eagle is that 
of the later Seated Liberty coinage, the reverse being changed by 
the removal of the legend and the addition of the stars (or, 
actually, the stars were put where the legend had been, and vice 
versa). The resulting transitional coin was classic in its 
dimensions—in fact, a number of leading collectors consider it to 
be among the very finest of all United States coins. We think you 
should own one! 


1837 Reeded edge. Good-4 $32.00; EF-40, gray toning $175.00; 
All-50, silvery gray toning with reddish hues on the obverse. 
Particularly pretty! $349.00; AU-55, choice $450.00; MS-60, 
lightly toned Unc., crisp strike $750.00; MS-63, Brilliant 
Uncirculated. Sharply struck and having especially nice 
surfaces. Seldom found better . 1295.00 


1838 VF-20 $69.00; EF-40, gray toning $175.00; AU-55, 

choice, light golden toning $450.00; MS-63, BU and delightful 
in every way . 1295.00 

1839 Bust. Last year of this type. EF-40 $175.00; AU-50, light 

golden toning. A pretty coin $349.00; MS-60, BU, sharply 
struck . 750.00 


BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES-QUALITY AND VALUE! 



1839-0 An exotic and very scarce issue from the newly opened 
New Orleans Mint (which started operations, in a very small 
way, the year before, in 1838). Two attractive specimens are 
offered this time: VF-20, very nice surfaces, even gray toning. 
One to be proud of! $425.00; VF-30, choice. Lightly toned 
and oh so close to EF .495.00 


Seated Liberty Design (1839-1891) 


Seated Liberty half dollars are up next—and we trust you'll 
remember that this denomination was least affected by the 
change in the original Gobrecht design which was ordered by the 
mint's officials. One Mr. Hughes, no doubt a scoundrel (for he 
directly participated in diminishing the magnificent model of 
Miss Liberty which Christian Gobrecht fashioned), made 
Liberty's drapery heavy and unfeminine, and in general he 
blunted the whole appearance of the coin. This can be seen very 
clearly on the silver dollar. The half dollar, for some unknown 
reason, was least affected—and here Liberty sits in all her 
splendor, a symbol of strength and freedom for a burgeoning 
America! Shouldn't there be at least one of these fine coins in 
your collection? 


1839 No drapery. First "variety" of this long-lived type. EF-45, 
choice. Well struck and lightly toned .495.00 

1839 Drapery from Miss Liberty's elbow. MS-60, BU . .. 425.00 

1840 Small letters. EF-40, gray toning .59.00 

1840- 0 EF-40, gray toning .59.00 

1841 MS-60, BU. Some very faint die-pitting marks but still very 

pleasant—nice surfaces (remember, this was made in 18411). 
Dirt cheap at. 295.00 

1841- 0 Scarce issue—and we have two really nice pieces to offer 
you: EF-40, golden gray toning, just $59.00; AU-50, 
proof like. Sharply struck! (Almost every other 1841-0 seen 
was weakly minted on the eagle's neck.) Magnificently 


toned—gray and iridescent reddish blue .249.00 

1842-0 Another good date. EF-40, gray toning $59.00; AU-55, 
choice. Good sharp strike and terribly attractive! .... 159.00 


THE I.AP. N. 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries belongs to the International 
Association of Professional Numismatists (I.A.P.N.), which 
numbers on its roster leading rare coin firms in all parts of 
the world. 



1843 AU-50, lots of lustre $139.00; MS-63, BU. Sharp strike. 


Quite an exceptional condition for a seated half. 595.00 

1843- 0 Fine-12 $22.00; EF-40 . 59.00 

1844 AU-50, sharp strike. A few rim nicks, still pleasing . 75.00 

1844- 0 Fine-12 $22.00; EF-40, real nice .59.00 

1846-0 EF-40 but with slight planchet porosity, just $22.00; 

EF-40. Recut 6 variety (Beistle-4D) .69.00 

1847 MS-60, BU, sharply struck . 395.00 

1848- 0 Fine-12 .22.00 

1849- 0 VG-8 .15.00 


1853 Arrows and rays. Only year of this type—with the arrows 
dramatizing the design. A nice selection is offered this time: 
Good-4 $13.00; EF-40 but with some light obverse nicks. 
Toned and a steal at $89.00; EF-40, pale golden toning 
$239.00; EF-45, choice $325.00; AU-50, lustrous and well 
struck. A smart purchase at $525.00; AU-55, choice. Perhaps 
the best buy in all of American numismatics today is a rare 
type coin such as this which grades just a notch below mint 
state. Consider the alternative! This AU-55 is only $675.00; 
MS-60, BU. A most attractive specimen $2450.00; MS-63, BU. 
Sharply struck and with satiny fields. Seldom found better. 
Not cheap but worth . 3750.00 



You'll Really Enjoy 

Doing Business with Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
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1853-0 Rarer than the Philadelphia Mint issue, especially in this 
g-ade: MS-63, prooflike BU. Especially well struck. Could this 
have been a presentation strike of some kind, for some 
reason? Whether it was or not, it was obviously a "first strike" 
from the dies .3995.00 


1854 Arrows. Only during 1854 and 1855 was this type made, 

and relatively few Uncirculated pieces exist for the serious 
collector. Here are two of them: MS-60, BU, real pleasant 
$550.00; MS-63, BU, satiny surfaces .995.00 

1854-0 Good-4 $13.00; VF-30, choice $45.00; EF-40 $79.00; 
AU-50, polished but very sharply struck and only $105.00; 
AU-50, a few tiny rim marks $105.00; AU-50, attractive 
bluish gold toning . 245.00 

1855 Arrows. VG-8 $15.00; EF-40 $79.00; MS-60, BU, satiny 

and well struck . 575.00 


1855- 0 Arrows. Last chance to buy one of this type! VF-20 

$39.00; EF-40 $79.00; AU-50 $235.00; MS-60, BU, lightly 
cleaned, only $295.00; MS-63, BU. Well struck and having 
very nice fields ... 995.00 

1856 MS-60, BU $359.00; MS-63, BU . 595.00 

1856- 0 EF-40 $49.00; AU-55, choice $195.00; MS-63, BU, a 

most attractive coin . 595.00 


1857 EF-40 $49.00; MS-60, BU . 359.00 

1857- S Scarce! AU-55, choice. Lightly toned and sharply struck. 

Nicest one we’ve had in some time . 375.00 

1858 VF-30, choice $32.00; EF-40 $49.00; AU-55, choice 

$195.00; MS-60, BU. An attractive example of a scarce type 
(in mint state). Send for it! Reasonable at $359.00; MS-63, 
BU . 595.00 

1858- 0 Good-4 $9.00; EF-40 $49.00; EF-45, choice $59.00; 

MS-63, BU, well struck and satiny . 595.00 

1858- S VF-20, toned .40.00 

1859- 0 VG-8 $15.00; VF-20 . 27.00 

1860- 0 EF-40, very pleasant .49.00 

1860- S VG-8.16.00 

1861 EF-45, choice. Neat gray toning $75.00; AU-50 $129.00; 

MS-60, BU. A pleasant coin minted perhaps just as the Civil 
War was beginning .359.00 

1861- 0 MS-60, BU. Interestingly, it was this coin from which 

the following was made. Priced reasonably at . 359.00 



1861 Confederate restrike. EF-40, silvery gray toning. Good 
sharp impression of the all-important reverse die. If you think 
you might be interested in this piece for its intense historical 
associations, please read the following account. This rare 
specimen is priced at. 725.00 


The 1861 Confederate restrike half dollar carries several 
fascinating stories with it, a couple of which we'll try to relate 
here. First of all, it was an official United States government 
issue, made in 1861 at the New Orleans Mint (all 1861 
Confederate restrikes began "life" as 1861-0 half dollars). Upon 
taking over that branch mint early in the Civil War, 
representatives of the Confederate States of America contracted 
for and used a distinctive reverse. They managed to strike off 
just four specimens, that we know of, which ended up in the 
hands of CSA President Jefferson Davis and the like. Three of 
these have been traced, while the whereabouts of the final piece 
is still unknown. At any rate, following the war, in 1879 to be 
exact, the firm of J. W. Scott and company in New York 
acquired the original reverse die, rounded up 500 1861-0 halves 
(they sought these for their obvious historical connection), and 
minted the so-called restrikes before the die disintegrated. The 
original 1861-0 half dollar reverse was ground off on a machine 
before the restrike was minted, and the pounding blunted the 
obverse side somewhat If you wish to know more about this 
piece, we refer you to Don Taxay's informative "Counterfeit, 
Mis-Struck and Unofficial U. S Coins" (available from us for 
$5.00— stock number B- T4). 


1861-S VF-30, choice $35.00; EF-40 $49.00; EF-45, choice 
$59.00; MS-63, BU, well struck and frosty . 595.00 



1862 Proof-65, brilliant. A rare and especially well-preserved 

Proof .895.00 

1862- S VG-8 $16.00; EF-45, choice $75.00; MS-60, BU, good 

strike . 359.00 

1863 Fine-12 .22.00 

1863- S VF-30, choice $35.00; EF-40 $49.00; MS-63, BU. A 

select specimen which is very scarce so fine . 595.00 

1864- S VG-8.16.00 

1865 A nice selection of this last year before the motto was 

added on the reverse: MS-60, BU $359.00; Proof-60, brilliant 
$495.00; Proof-63, also brilliant $650.00; Proof-63, beauti¬ 
fully toned gray with hues of green and gold, and a strong cast 
of cobalt blue (you'll have to see this one to know how 


lovely it is) . 650.00 

1865- S VF-30, choice $35.00; EF-45, choice .59.00 

1866- S No motto. Fine-12, toned.109.00 


1866 With motto IN GOD WE TRUST added on a banner over 
the eagle's head on the reverse. A distinctive change in our 
national coinage! Every collector should have one of this 
type—preferably an early piece from the 1860s, a rare date, or 
an interesting (CC, for instance) mintmark. First one offered 
this time: Proof-63, brilliant and enhanced by light golden 


toning. 525.00 

1866- S EF-40 . 45.00 

1867 Proof-60, brilliant, some light hairlines . 325.00 

1867- S VG-8.15.00 

1869 EF-45, choice. Real nice and, considering what we're 

delivering, cheap at .59.00 

1869-S AU-50 . 129.00 


1870 EF-45, choice $59.00; Proof-60, brilliant. Want to make an 
interesting grading experiment? Order this Proof and send for 
ANY other dealer's "Proof-60" seated half dollar—and you'll 
learn a fundamental fact of rare coin life, namely that Bowers 
and Ruddy Galleries delivers a very attractive coin at this price 
and grade level—not some impaired, badly scratched mess. 
Make this comparison—and see why America’s leading 
collectors and investors have made us their rare coin 
headquarters. This attractive coin is priced very competitively 


at .375.00 

1871 Good-4 $12.00; EF-40 . 45.00 

1871-CC Good-4, toned . 59.00 

1871-S A nice selection of this fairly early San Francisco Mint 

piece: VF-20, gray toned $22.00; EF-40, loads of detail 
$45.00; EF-45, choice .59.00 

1872 Good-4 $12.00; Proof-63, brilliant. A beautiful coin, the 

kind we always called choice without hesitation. 525.00 
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1873 No arrows. This variety was discontinued early in the year. 

Scarce. Fine-12 .19.00 

1873-CC No arrows. Same comment as for the above, but more 
so! VG-8, gray toning .69.00 



1873 Arrows added at the date to indicate a slight increase in 
weight (this was a time of fluctuating silver bullion prices—just 
as now—and the government had a time trying to keep its 
coins from either being melted or being rejected as too light). 
Any of these pieces will give you a sliver of American financial 
history! Good-4 $15.00; VG-8 $19.00; EF-40 but some light 
tooling in the field, cheap at $105.00; EF-40 $195.00; EF-45, 
choice $275.00; Proof-60, brilliant and nice $995.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant and with attractive light peripheral toning 
(gold and blue). This date is seldom found nicer .... 1295.00 
1873-CC Arrows. Good-4 .30.00 



1874 Arrows. See our comments on this type under the 1873 

offering above. Good-4 $15.00; VG-8 $19.00; VF-30, choice 
$125.00; EF-40, lustrous $209.00; AU-55, choice $395.00; 
MS-63, BU, a sharply struck and really fine specimen 
$1295.00; Proof-60, brilliant, again quite nice .995.00 

1875 Good-4 $12.00; EF-40 $45.00; MS-60, BU, razor-sharp 
strike $309.00; Proof-63, brilliant. To reemphasize what we 
mean by Proof-63, this is a select Proof, much better than 
those usually seen at conventions or in dealers' stocks 525.00 

1875- S MS-63, BU, sharp strike . 449.00 

1876 Good-4 $12.00; VG-8 $15.00; AU-50 $109.00; Proof-60, 

brilliant, a very satisfying coin for a nice set. 375.00 

1876- CC MS-63, BU . 595.00 

1876- S Fine-12 .19.00 

1877 VG-8 $15.00; MS-60, BU, sharp strike $309.00; MS-63, BU 

$449.00; Proof-63, brilliant and really dazzling . 525.00 

1877- CC MS-60, BU and a good strike for a CC $425.00; MS-63, 

BU. Also sharply struck but with nicer fields . 595.00 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries — For Quality and Value 


1877-S VG-8 $15.00; MS-60, BU. Try one of our "60s" if you 
doubt you can buy a pretty Uncirculated coin for a reasonable 

price! This one is only $309.00; MS-63, BU .449.00 

1878 MS-60, BU. Sharply struck, as are most of the coins we try 
to stock $309.00; Proof-60, brilliant $375.00; Proof-63, 
brilliant and obviously very pleasing . 525.00 



1879 Scarce, low-mintage date! EF-40, sharply struck and lightly 
toned $249.00; AU-50, quite rare as a business strike $289.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant and very handsome! $575.00; Proof-65, 
brilliant. 795.00 




1880 We offer several excellent examples of this rare date (total 

mintage was a mere 9,755, including 1,355 Proofs!): MS-63, 
prooflike BU. Super sharp strike $795.00; MS-65, Uncircu¬ 
lated with delicate gray toning. Really wonderful toning! 
Superb surfaces! An unheard-of grade for an 1880 half dollar. 
We could probably ask $500 more and get it, but this piece is 
very fairly priced (better call!) at $950.00; Proof-63, brilliant, 
a quality piece . 575.00 

1881 Another scarce issue. Good-4 $85.00; MS-60, BU, hairlines. 

Great strike $325.00; Proof-63, brilliant. 575.00 



1882 Check the minuscule mintage on this one! Proof-63, 
brilliant $575.00; Proof-65, toned a very attractive pale 


lavender color . 695.00 

1883 Another half dollar of which very, very few were minted. 

AU-55, choice, small nitfk on the obverse $225.00; MS-65, 
prooflike BU. Know how rare this is as a business strike? Try 
to find another, anywhere! Not expensive at .950.00 

1884 Proof-65, iridescent toning . 750.00 

1885 Usually we do not have so many of these rare dates for 

sale—take advantage of an exceptional situation and squirrel 
one or more away! Proof-60, toned a truly beautiful iridescent 
blue. Looks like a "65" but has some faint hairlines under the 
magnificent toning. Should sell instantly at $435.00; 
Proof-63, bluish peripheral toning . 575.00 




1888 A neat year because of the three 8s in a row. Also quite 

scarce. Proof-60, brilliant $450.00; Proof-65, brilliant—and 
super! . 750.00 

1889 Last, rare year of this decade. MS-63, BU. A seldom seen 

business strike in nice condition $795.00; Proof-63, smoky 
lavender toning with golden highlights $575.00; Proof-65, 
bluish silvery gold toning . 750.00 

1890 Just 12,000 business strikes were made—and we offer one 

of them! AU-55, choice. Lustrous and well struck. Order 
quickly! .325.00 

1891 Final year of this type. Perhaps it would be neat to have 

one of the last ones made in your collection! AU-55, choice 
$195.00; MS-60, BU $309.00; Proof-60, brilliant $375.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant and about as nice as one can ever find. 
Yours for a very reasonable . 525.00 


"A SPLENDID JOB" 

One of the numerous unsolicited testimonials (letters of 
thanks) we receive each year from satisfied customers is this, 
which came to us from P.J.E. of Prairie Village, Kansas: 
"You people are doing a splendid job of setting a professional 
standard for the numismatic profession-hobby-business, and 
many of us greatly appreciate your efforts. As finances 
permit, in future years / hope to demonstrate that 
appreciation with purchases—and you can rest assured that I 
now do a lot of 'verbal advertising' for you. As long as we can 
have your firm to use as an example we can prove to 
doubters that there are dealers of integrity and quality." 
Thanks, P.J.E. — we appreciate your nice letter! 
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Barber Halves (1892-1915) 


Thus ends our fine selection of the long-lived series known as 
the Seated Liberty type. Numismatically, the cessation of this 
coinage type signaled the end of an era in America—for this was 
the coinage which crossed the continent with the settlers and 
explorers of the expansionist 19th century, and by the time it 
was discontinued (in 1891) the United States had entered upon a 
new era, one of relative peace, of a slower pace of life and of 
increased "civilization." The Barber coins were a strong symbol, 
carried in everyone's pocket, of the "Gay '90s" and they have 
stood the test of time as an enduring work of art, too. By placing 
a large, simple but bold bust of Liberty on the obverse, without 
much adornment, Mr. Barber recalled our earlier years when 
another visage of a figure of Liberty graced our coins—one whose 
flowing locks and loose gown symbolized the spirit of 
independence of her own period. The Barber half dollar is a 
large, impressive and glorious emblem of its time—and we 
encourage collectors to buy and then study (!) at least one piece. 
Our selection ranges from humble collectors' pieces at low prices 
to superb Uncirculated and Proof specimens for investors and 
advanced collectors who can afford to appreciate the very best. 



1892 First year of the Barber coinage. And what a fine selection 
for you to choose from! VG-8 $11.00; MS-63, BU, a glistening 
beauty $550.00; Proof-63, brilliant $650.00; Proof-65, 
brilliant and hard to beat anywhere . 795.00 



1892-0 New Orleans Mint issue, added to which is the advantage 
of being the first year issued. MS-60, BU $795.00; MS-63, BU, 
quite scarce. 1095.00 

1892- S Good-4 $59.00; VF-20, gray toning $135.00; MS-65, 

BU—a truly superb piece, in fact one of the finest we have 
ever seen . 1895.00 

1893 Proof-65, brilliant . 850.00 

1893- 0 VF-20 $42.00; EF-40 $139.00; AU-55, choice-a real 


1893- S VG-8 $49.00; EF-40 $175.00; AU-50 . 275.00 

1894 EF-45, choice $159.00; Proof-60, brilliant, hairlines, just 

$325.00; Proof-60, brilliant, a good buy for .425.00 

1894- 0 Good-4.8.00 

1894-S AU-50, cheap at $199.00; MS-63, BU. Light slide marks 

on Liberty's cheek but still superior to most seen .... 395.00 



1896-S A nice selection for the collector: Good-4 $35.00; VG-8 


$49.00; Fine-1 2 $69.00; VF-20 . 89.00 

1897 AU-50 . 195.00 

1897- 0 Good-4 $42.00; Fine-12.69.00 

1898 MS-60, BU $335.00; MS-63, BU $550.00; Proof-60, 

brilliant .425.00 

1898- 0 Fine-12 .33.00 

1898- S AU-50 . 195.00 

1899 Proof-63, brilliant .650.00 

1899- S EF-45, choice .145.00 

1900 MS-63, BU $550.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 650.00 

1900- 0 EF-40 . 125.00 

1900- S VF-30, choice .59.00 

1901 Proof-63, beautifully toned . 650.00 

1901- S AU-50 . 495.00 

1903 AU-50 .199.00 



1905 Proof-63, brilliant $650.00; Proof-65, brilliant and about 

as nice as you'll find . 795.00 

1906 Fine-12 .11.00 

1906-D MS-60, BU, lightly cleaned $249.00; MS-60, BU 

$325.00; MS-63, BU . 550.00 



1907 EF-40 $99.00; MS-63, BU $550.00; Proof-63, brilliant. 
Any Barber half this nice is something to be proud of. Why 


not place it in your set for . 650.00 

1907-D VF-30, choice $59.00; MS-60, BU $335.00; MS-63, BU. 
Nice enough that other dealers might call it a gem . . . 550.00 

1907-0 MS-63, BU . 550.00 

1908 EF-40 $99.00; MS-63, BU $550.00; Proof-63, brilliant. A 
quality coin for the careful collector .650.00 



1908-D AU-55, choice $159.00; MS-60, BU $335.00; MS-65, 
BU. Truly exceptional . 750.00 

1908-0 EF-40 $99.00; AU-50 $195.00; MS-63, BU _ 550.00 

1909 MS-63, BU, nick on cheek, still MS-63 $450.00; MS-63, 

BU. Competitively priced at . 550.00 

1910 Scarce! AU-50 . 275.00 

1911 AU-55, choice $249.00; MS-63, BU $550.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant . 650.00 

1912 MS-60, BU $335.00; MS-63, BU $550.00; Proof-63, 

brilliant . 650.00 

191 3 Rare date. AG-3 $9.00; VG-8 $22.00; Proof-60, brilliant or 
with lovely gray toning (your choice) . 650.00 

191 3-S AU-50 . 245.00 





1914 Another key date. AU-50 $350.00; MS-65, BU and 
obviously outstanding . 1650.00 
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191 5 Good-4 $19.00; VG-8 $29.00; Proof-63, beautiful blue and 


gold toning . 895.00 

191 5-D MS-63, BU . 550.00 

191 5-S MS-60, BU $335.00; MS-63, BU . 550.00 


Walking Liberty and Later Halves 


Here begins our selection of the immensely popular and 
beautifully designed Walking Liberty half dollars. That manly 
sculptor Adolph Weinman executed the design of this coin, and 
his strong symbolism for his time remains evident: the walking 
figure of Liberty faces the rising sun (standing for our country's 
future prosperity and well-being) and holds branches symbolic of 
a peace-loving people, while behind her proudly waves Old 
dory. The eagle is fierce and ready for a fight if need be—how 
appropriate a spirited, patriotic symbolism for a country about 
to set out on "the war to end all wars" (so they thought at the 
time). World War I. Luckily we and this glorious coin survived 
for all to savor and revel in during the 1970s. We've tried very 
hard to pick out only the exceptionally nice, well-struck pieces 
for our clients' collections. And our prices—well, considering the 
outstanding quality, they're hard to beat (let alone equal) 
anywhere else. So if you haven't obtained at least a single piece 
for your type set, or if you need certain dates for your set of 
Walking Liberty halves, how can you pass up this selection? 


1916 VF-20 $49.00; EF-40 . 85.00 

1916- D AU-50 .99 00 

191 7 EF-40 $15.00; AU-50 . 49.00 

1917- D Obverse mintmark. VF-30, choice .59.00 

1918- S A nice selection for the collector: VF-30, choice $29.00; 

EF-40 $37.00; EF-45, choice and lustrous .49.00 

1920 MS-60, BU $189.00; MS-63, BU .295.00 



1920-S One of the keys to this series. EF-40 $59.00; MS-65, BU, 


a pristine coin of great beauty . 2250.00 

1921 Good-4 $42.00; VG-8 .55.00 


1921-D Fine-12 $129.00; MS-65, BU, fully struck and superb. A 


phone call is recommended to capture this prize. . . . 2750.00 

1921-S VG-8.15.00 

1927-S MS-60, BU . 349.00 

1929-D MS-67, BU. Magnificent! .495.00 

1933- S MS-63, BU. Very scarce . 550.00 

1934 AU-55, choice $20.00; MS-63, BU $39.00; MS-65, Brilliant 

Uncirculated .55.00 

1934- D AU-50 $49.00; MS-60, BU $165.00; MS-63, BU 

$225.00; MS-65, BU . 299.00 


1934- S MS-63, BU $495.00; MS-65, BU . 595.00 

1935 MS-60, BU $23.00; MS-65, BU .42.00 

1935- D MS-63, BU $249.00; MS-65, BU . 295.00 

1935- S MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated $225.00; MS-63, BU 

$325.00; MS-65, BU . 379.00 

1936 MS-63, BU $27.00; MS-65, BU .39.00 

1936- D MS-63, BU $119.00; MS-65, BU .145.00 

1936- S MS-63, BU .195.00 

1937 AU-55, choice $17.00; MS-60, BU, planchet defect $15.00; 

MS-60, BU $22.00; Proof-60, brilliant .195.00 

1937- D MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated $195.00; MS63, BU 

$235.00; MS-65, BU . 289.00 

1937- S MS-60, BU $175.00; MS-63, BU $239.00; MS-65, BU 

$275.00; MS67, BU . 325.00 

1938 MS-63, BU .65.00 

1938- D Popular, late scarce issue. Fine-12 $25.00; VF-30, choice 

$45.00; EF-40 $63.00; MS63, BU . 375.00 

1939 MS-63, BU $59.00; MS-65, BU $69.00; MS-67, BU . 79.00 

1939- D AU-55, choice $19.00; MS-65, BU .69.00 

1939-S MS-60, BU $65.00; MS-65, BU .109.00 

1940 MS-65, BU $33.00; MS-67, BU .39.00 


1940-S MS-60, BU $27.00; MS-63, BU, usual strike $35.00; 


MS-65, BU ...49.00 

1941 Proof-65, brilliant .175.00 

1941-D MS-63, BU $29.00; MS-65, BU $39.00; MS-67, BU, just 

one available .49.00 

1941- S MS-63, BU, average strike .69.00 

1942 AU-55, choice $7.00; MS-65, BU $25.00; Proof-60, 

brilliant, light hairlines $85.00; Proof-60, brilliant $115.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant $155.00; Proof-65, brilliant .175.00 

1942- D AU-55, choice $14.00; MS-65, BU .33.00 

1942- S MS-63, BU $49.00; MS-65, BU .65.00 

1943 MS-65, BU $25.00; MS-67, BU .32.00 

1943- D MS-63, BU .29.00 

1943- S AU-55, choice $15.00; MS-60, BU .24.00 

1944 MS-65, BU $25.00; MS-67, BU .32.00 

1944- D MS-63, BU .24.00 

1944- S MS-63, BU $24.00; MS-65, BU .32.00 

1945 AU-55, choice $7.00; MS-65, BU $25.00; MS-67, BU 32.00 

1945- S MS-63, BU $24.00; MS-65, BU .32.00 

1946- D MS-60, BU, planchet streak $12.00; MS-60, BU . . 19.00 

1946-S MS-60, BU, edge nicks .15.00 

1947 AU-55, choice .7.00 

1951-D Franklin. MS-60, BU $19.00; MS-63, BU $25.00; MS-65, 

BU. Just two in stock, so please list the MS-63 as a second 
choice .35.00 


1973-S Kennedy. Proof-67, brilliant. Great type set coin! . 6.00 



The New Grading System in a Nutshell 

In this issue for the first time we are using the new A. N. A. 
grading system—a numerical scale ranging from 1 (the lowest 
possible grade) to 70 (theoretical perfection). Few coins exist 
finer than MS-65 or Proof-65. The system is easy to use and 
understand. The following is a breakdown showing A.N.A. 
grading equivalents to the system we have been using for 
years: 

AG-3 = About Good 
Good-4 = Good 
VG-8 = Very Good 
Fine-12 = Fine 
VF-20 = Very Fine 
VF-30, choice = VF-EF 
EF-40 = Extremely Fine 
EF-45, choice = EF-AU 
AU-50 = About Uncirculated 
AU-55, choice = Borderline Uncirculated 
MS-60, BU = Brilliant Uncirculated 
MS-63, BU= Choice BU 
MS-65, BU (or higher) = Gem BU 
Proof-60 = Normal Proof 
Proof-63 = Choice Proof 
Proof-65 (or higher) = Gem Proof 
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Numismatic Quiz) 


Test your numismatic knowledge. This issue's quiz is taken 
from information found in the latest edition of "A Guide 
Book of United States Coins. " Answers are at the end. 

1. The 1921 Peace dollar differs from the 1922-1935 regular issues in that the 1921: 

A. Was struck at the New Orleans Mint. 

B. Has the design in higher relief. 

C. Was struck for export to the Orient. 

D. Has the date in Roman numerals. 

2. 1860 five- and ten-dollar gold pieces with Pikes Peak in the form of a volcanic cone 

were made and distributed by: 

A. Julian C. Verplanck during an election campaign. 

B. The Nifty Noodle Co. of Boulder, Colorado. 

C. Clark, Gruber & Co. of Denver, Colorado. 

D. Dr. Samuel Higley, who owned his own mine. 

3. In 1836 mint engraver Christian Gobrecht was criticized by the press and others 

for: 

A. Unauthorized spending of mint "petty cash" funds. 

B. Doing outside work for a private mint. 

C. Placing his name too prominently on a pattern dollar. 

D. Not being a citizen of the United States. 

4 I.S. Hathaway is remembered as the man who: 

A. Directed the San Francisco Mint in 1854. 

B. Lived in Victor, Colorado, and issued private coins. 

C. Designed the 1849 double eagle. 

D. Designed the Washington-Carver half dollar. 

5. Among American issues the 1907 High Relief $20 and the 1915-S Panama-Pacific 
commemorative $50 are unusual in that they: 

A. Were both designed by N.C. Wyeth. 

B. Have lettered edges with misspelling. 

C. Have the date in Roman numerals. 

D. Are no longer legal tender for debts public and private. 


6. This sequence of dates and mintmarks (1926, 1926-S, 1928, 1933-D, 1934-D, 

1936, 1936-S, 1937-D, etc.) prompts one to think of the following U.S. 
coin series: 

A. Liberty walking half dollars. 

B. Arkansas commemorative half dollars. 

C„ Oregon Trail commemorative half dollars. 

D. Buffalo nickels. 

7. The design of the 1917 Liberty standing quarter was changed because: 

A. Miss Liberty's breast was exposed. 

B. The coins would not stack properly. 

C. The silver content was changed by legislation. 

D. The designer's initials had been omitted. 

8. On May 9, 1843, Mr. Stickney obtained an 1804 silver dollar from an officer of 

the Philadelphia Mint by exchanging for it a: 

A. 240-acre farm in Chadds Ford, Penna. 

B. Phaeton coach and team of four white horses. 

C. Group of 1792 mint pattern dies obtained illegally. 

D. An Immune Columbia "cent" struck in gold. 

9. "The most valuable regular-issue coin of the entire United States series" is 

considered to be: 

A. 1873-CC No-arrows Liberty seated dime. 

B. 1913 Liberty head nickel. 

C. 1822 $5 gold. 

D. 1877 $50 gold. 

10. “Unsurpassed in beauty and design by any piece made for America" is considered 

to be: 

A. 1883 Hawaiian silver dollar of Kalakaua I. 

B. 1836 Gobrecht pattern silver dollar. 

C. 1863 Atlantic Garden, N.Y., copper token. 

D. 1796 P.P.P. Myddelton token. 

How well did you do? Some questions were a bit obscure, but answers to all can be 
found in that familiar red-covered book! 1-B, 2-C, 3-C, 4-D, 5-C, 6-C, 7-A 8-D 9-C 
10-D. 












Silver Dollars 


Flowing Hair Type (1794-1795) 


1795 Second and final year of issue of this, the first type of 
silver dollar. Good-4, gray toned and without problems of any 
kind $425.00; AU-50, a pleasing coin of high grade showing 
loads of detail. A fine type set coin . 5900.00 


Draped Bust, Small Eagle (1795-1798) 

1795 Rarer type for this date with the small eagle. VG-8, nicely 

toned . 395.00 

1796 Another scarce date. Good-4, nicely toned $349.00; VG-8, 

also toned .395.00 


1797 Stars arranged 10 and 6. A very special coin—one of the 
finest 1797s we have handled. AU-55, choice and well struck. 
A delightful piece with no impairments and loads of lustre. 
Very select fields. Priced to sell immediately at .... 4500.00 






Fantastic Quality 1795 Dollar! 



1795 Flowing hair. One of the finest specimens of this first type 
of American silver dollar we have ever seen or owned. Think 
of this quality MS-65, evenly gray toned Uncirculated. 
Sharply struck: the stars. Liberty's locks, the eagle's breast 
feathers, and the leaves of the wreath on the reverse are super 
sharp! The coin is on a wonderful planchet without defects 
(defects are often found on coins of this period). Very 
faint adjustment marks—so light, and well hidden by the 
medium gray toning, that they are barely noticeable. The 
strike is also perfectly centered. In all, we have a coin of 
marvelous quality—yours for what we consider to be a very 
fair price .17,500.00 


Draped Bust, Heraldic Eagle (1798-1804) 



1798 First year of its type. VG-8, pleasant for the grade 
$349.00; Fine-12, toned and nice enough to look good in 
almost any type set $425.00; AU-50, lustrous, some typical 
weakness of strike at the centers, a steal at $1695.00; AU-55, 
choice. A lustrous, sharply struck and especially pleasing coin 
which many sellers would be tempted to call Uncirculated 
$2500.00; MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated. Average strike in the 
centers (which, by the way, is the only reason we're not 
calling this choice) but well struck elsewhere and very 

lustrous. Very pleasing fields! Cheap at .3950.00 

1799/8 The scarce overdate. A Fine-12 specimen with light gray 
toning .449.00 


You'll Really Enjoy 

Doing Business with Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 




vf. 





1799 Interesting as the last dollar dated in the 1700s and also 

the year in which George Washington died. A nice selection: 
Good-4 $295.00; Fine-12 $425.00; and MS-63, lightly toned 
Uncirculated. Excellent strike for a bust dollar and on a very 
pleasing planchet. The toning is pale gray, with lots of lustre 
shining through! A superb coin for the careful collector or 
fussy investor .6950.00 

1800 Literally a turn-of-the-century date. Fine-12 $449.00; 

EF-40 but a light scrape on the obverse, well worth $595.00; 
EF-40, medium gray toning and really pleasing .825.00 

Note: The bust dollars dated 1800 to 1803 are generally 
scarcer issues and should be of considerable interest to serious 
collectors. If you are looking for a satisfying late bust dollar for 
your type set, we recommend the purchase of one of these! 


1801 Fine-12, gray toning .449.00 

1802 Good-4, very pleasant .295.00 



The Famous Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
- COM PA RISON TES T— 

So convinced are we that you get the best VALUE for 
your money here that we invite you to make the famous 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries Comparison Test: 

After you receive your shipment from us you have fifteen 
days to compare the coins with those ordered elsewhere. If 
an in-person comparison doesn't reveal that ours are the 
VERY BEST BUYS we urge you to return them to us! 

Are we taking a big chance by making this offer? Not 
really. We know the QUALITY and VALUE we deliver-and 
of the thousands of coins we'll be sending to customers such 
as yourself, we'd be surprised to receive even a single coin 
back as the result of an unfavorable comparisonI However, 
the Comparison Test is sincere and is available for you—and 
it's backed up by our money-back guarantee. You get 
QUALITY AND VALUE from Bowers and Ruddy Galleries. 














1803 Last generally available year. VG-8, some light marks but a 
buy at $275.00; Fine-12, a few marks but pleasantly toned 
and cheap at . 395.00 


Beautiful, Deeply toned 1836 Dollar 



1836 Gobrecht dollar. Plain edge. Eagle flying amid stars on the 
reverse. A scarce and very much wanted coin, although it is 
the most frequently seen of the pattern dollars designed by 
Christian Gobrecht. The presently offered specimen, a new 
purchase in our stock, is a pleasing Proof-60 with lovely, even 
gunmetal gray toning. Perhaps our grade of Proof-60 is a bit 
too conservative, but (as is our policy) we prefer to give the 
benefit of the doubt to you, our customers. The coin is very 
attractive—as you will discover upon viewing it—and it would 
fit well into any advanced collection of dollars or type set. 
Available for .4950.00 


Very Rare 1839 Gobrecht Dollar 


1839 Gobrecht dollar. Reeded edge. Eagle flying in a plain field 
(no stars around him). The "most common" (if you can 
believe that terminology used by the Guide Book ) of the 1839 
silver dollars, all of which are so seldom seen that just viewing 
one is a treat—even for us! We've just purchased a very 
brilliant and pleasing Proof-60, a dazzling piece which we have 
graded conservatively. See it and believe! A wonderful piece 
priced under current catalogue at .4950.00 


Magnificently toned 1839 Proof Dollar! 


1839 Gobrecht dollar. Type as above, with reeded edge and eagle 
in a plain reverse field. Here is one of the finest Gobrecht 
pattern dollars we have been privileged to handle—a Proof-63 
with superb bluish red toning. The central portions of both 
sides (Liberty and the flying eagle) are a mellow golden 
toning, with the deepening bluish red on the periphery. A 
chance in a million to acquire a truly exceptional 1839 silver 
dollar (perfect for representing the Gobrecht "type" in an 
advanced collection). Priced reasonably, considering the 
quality, at .8500.00 


Seated Liberty Silver Dollars (1840-1873) 

1840 First year of issue. EF-40, pale toning. As a rule, the 

Seated Liberty silver dollars are scarcer, in all grades, than the 
later Morgan and Peace dollars—so we think this is a good buy 
at .159.00 

1841 AU-55, choice. A virtually mint state coin with script 

initials lightly scratched in the reverse field . 225.00 

1842 Good-4 $69.00; VF-20, pleasant light gray toning $11 5.00; 

AU-50, a quality coin with lovely lilac and gray toning—a steal 
at . 325.00 

1843 AU-50, lustrous . 325.00 

1845 Good-4 .75.00 

1846-0 Scarce New Orleans issue (first silver dollar coined at 

that branch mint). Good-4 $89.00; VG-8 $99.00; EF-45, 

choice. Well struck and lightly toned. Cheap at .395.00 

1847 A nice selection of this type coin: VF-20, deep gray toning 
with nice surfaces $115.00; EF-40, a nice grade for the 
money! $159.00; AU-50, an excellent buy (as is any seated 

dollar in EF or AU, in our opinion) at just . 325.00 

1850 Mid-century coin with a tiny mintage of just 7,500 pieces. 

VF-20 and real nice for the grade . 225.00 

1853 Scarce issue. "Chinwhiskers" variety (vertical, spikelike 

"whiskers" beneath Liberty's chin). AU-50 . 375.00 

1857 AU-50 and scarce. 375.00 

GUARANTEED AUTHENTICITY 
Each and every coin purchased from Bowers and Ruddy 
Galleries is absolutely guaranteed authentic. You can be sure 
when you buy from us. 


Rare Proof-Only !858 Silver Dollar 



1858 One of the key dates to this series, as it was struck only in 
Proof, to the tune of an estimated 80 pieces! Always sells fast 
when we have one in stock, so order by telephone! Proof-60, 
brilliant and of course well struck.3950.00 


1859 A very scarce business strike: AU-50. Dirt cheap at 

$325.00; Proof-60, brilliant, light hairlines . 750.00 

1859-0 Popular type piece. Minted in the deep South just prior 
to the outbreak of the Civil War, therefore of special interest 
to the historically minded collector. MS-60, BU $525.00; 

MS-63, BU . 895.00 

1859-S Good-4 $109.00; VG-8 . .139.00 



1860 Very scarce business strike, apparently made from the 

Proof dies: MS-63, prooflike BU. An opportunity for the 
advanced dollar collector at .995.00 

1860-0 The other popular New Orleans issue, minted a few 
months before the War Between the States began. Fine-12 
$95.00; AU-50 but whizzed $145.00; MS-60, BU, sharply 
struck . 525.00 

1861 Proof-60, brilliant with attractive, light peripheral toning 

(bluish gold). A scarce, early Proof dollar .950.00 



BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES-QUALITY AND VALUE! 
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1864 Another scarce issue. Proof-63, brilliant but with heavy, 
mint-caused striations on the obverse. Very brilliant. Frosted 
figure. Only 470 Proofs minted! $850.00; Proof-63, gray and 
iridescent toning . 1395.00 

1866 Scarce. VG-8 .99.00 

1867 Ditto! VG-8 .99.00 

1870-CC First issue from the just opened Carson City, Nevada, 

Mint. Popular and historic as such! Good-4 $115.00; VG-8 
$149.00; EF-40, nice even gray toning. Not often seen so 
nice! . 395.00 


1871 Good-4 $65.00; VG-8 $69.00; Fine-12 $85.00; EF-40, 
light toning $169.00; MS-60, BU $575.00; MS-63, BU. 


1862 Proof-60, brilliant. These early Proof dollars are genuinely 

scarce today, for their mintage was small and some of them 
did not survive to be appreciated by present-day collectors 
and investors. A nice coin for $950.00; Proof-63, pleasing 
silvery blue toning . 1395.00 

1863 Proof-60, brilliant with hairlines. As is every Proof seated 

dollar, this is a scarce piece . 750.00 


1872-CC A rare issue from Carson City. AU-55, choice. A 
well-struck coin (especially considering that it came from this 
Wild West mint) with wonderfully clear surfaces. A collector's 


delight at .2250.00 

1872-S The mintage on this one was just 9,000 pieces! Good-4 
$105.00; VG-8, just a hair better than the first.119.00 


1873 Last year of issue. VG-8 $69.00; MS-63, BU. Sharply 
struck and having marvelously clear surfaces. A buy at 995.00 

Morgan Silver Dollars (1878-1921) 


1880 Two nice Proofs; Proof-63, brilliant. An excellent coin for 
a quality-minded collector $675.00; Proof-65, brilliant with 


very pale toning. A beauty! . 850.00 

1880-CC MS-63, BU .109.00 

1880-0 EF-40, scratch .5.00 

1880-S MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, BU, a nice coin. Consider 
adding it to your set! $12.00; MS-65, BU .25.00 
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1881 A couple of Proofs to choose between; Proof-60, brilliant 
but cleaned. Cheap at $295.00; Proof-63, brilliant . . . 650.00 

1881-CC MS-65, BU. An unusual coin because of its beautiful 

obverse rainbow toning.139.00 

1881-0 EF-40.7.00 

1881 -S MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, BU. A quality coin which is a 

good buy at $12.00; MS-63, proof like BU $25.00; MS-65, BU, 
as nice as you'll find .25.00 

1882 MS-63, BU .16.00 



1882-CC MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU $39.00; MS-65, BU. 


Just one in stock—hurry! .59.00 

1882- 0/S MS-65, BU .55.00 

1883 AU-50 .8.00 

1883- CC MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU .39.00 

1883-0 MS-63, BU .12.00 

1883- S EF-45, choice $37.00; AU-55, choice. Consider the 
alternative in a BU coin and this seems a bargain at . . 125.00 

1884- CC MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU. A good buy as this is a 

quality coin $39.00; MS-65, BU .59.00 

1884- 0 MS-63, BU $12.00; MS-65, BU .25.00 

1885 MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, BU, a lot of coin for $12.00; 

MS-65, BU .25.00 

1885- CC MS-63, BU $105.00; MS-65, BU .125.00 

1885-0 MS-60, BU .10.00 

1885- S MS-60, BU .39.00 

1886 AU-50 $8.00; MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, BU. A lot of coin 

for .12.00 

1886- S MS-63, BU $159.00; MS-65, BU .175.00 


Rare 1887/6 and 1887/6-0 Dollars 



1887/6 Overdate. A popular rarity—and we have it! MS-60, BU 
$175.00; MS-63, BU. Very competitively priced at . . 225.00 










































1894 Another popular and rare date in this series. Three nice 
pieces to choose among: Proof-60, brilliant $895.00; 
Proof-63, brilliant and very attractive $1195.00; Proof-65, 
brilliant. Seldom found so fine! . 1495.00 

1894-0 AU-55, choice $129.00; MS-63, BU. As we have said 
again and again, this is a nice grade which offers you a fine 
value for the money .895.00 

1894- S MS-60, BU . 245.00 

1895- S Very scarce. EF-40 . 239 00 

1896- S MS-60, BU .. 395^00 

1897- S MS-63, BU. A good value $55.00; MS-65, prooflike BU 

Popular in prooflike state .89.00 

1898 MS-63, BU . 18 0 o 

1899 EF-40 . . . . . . . 3^.00 

1899-0 MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, BU .12.00 

1899- S MS-63, BU $265.00; MS-65, BU . 325.00 

1900 First coin of the new century! MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, 
BU $14.00; Proof-60, brilliant, moderate hairlines . . . 295.00 

1900- S MS-63, BU $149.00; MS-65, BU .199.00 

DO BUSINESS WHERE BUSINESS IS BEING DONE! 

Do business where business is being done. Do business with 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries. Our large inventory and large 
volume of sales (the world's largest in the rare coin field, to 
our knowledge) enable us to conduct business very 
efficiently, with very little overhead expense per coin. This 
results in really excellent values for you. 


1887/6-0 Overdate from the New Orleans Mint. Order quickly! 
MS-60, BU, just .175.00 


1887 AU-50 $8.00; MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, BU. A good buy 
for just $12.00; MS-65, BU. Just two in stock $25.00; 


Proof-65, lightly toned and superb. Hurry! .850.00 

1887- S AU-50 $19.00; MS-60, BU .35.00 

1888- S MS-63, BU, very nice $159.00; MS-65,.BU .175.00 

1889 Proof-63, brilliant. A dazzling coin . 650.00 


1889-CC MS-60, BU. Rarely offered! . 2750.00 

1889- S MS-63, BU $119.00; MS-65, BU .125.00 

1890 AU-55, choice $9.00; Proof-63, brilliant and very lovely. A 

quality coin for your special type set! .650.00 

1890- CC MS-63, prooflike BU . 195 00 

1890- S AU-50.” . i 2 !oO 

1891- CC MS-60, BU $59.00; MS-63, BU .65.00 

1891-0 MS-63, BU .125.00 

1891- S MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU. A lot of coin for the 

money $55.00; MS-65, BU .69.00 

1892 One of the scarcest dates from the Philadelphia Mint. 

MS-65, BU $225.00; Proof-60, brilliant .449.00 

1892- CC MS-60, BU $215.00; MS-63, BU. A very pleasant coin 

offering a good buy! . 295.00 

1892-0 MS-63, BU. A pleasing coin with a strike better than 
usually seen $295.00; MS-63, BU with a full strike $395.00; 

MS-65, BU, also fully struck .450.00 

1892-S EF-40, some marks .69.00 

1893 Scarce date. MS-63, BU. Very pleasant—a lot of coin for 

the money! $225.00; Proof-60, iridescently toned. A bit of a 
soft strike (for a Proof, that is) but still very lovely and a real 
buy at just .495.00 


1893-S Key date among the mintmarked coins of this series. 
VG-8, toned $395.00; MS-60, Brilliant Uncirculated. Super¬ 
sharp strike! An opportunity for the most advanced collector 
at only .19,950.00 



1901 Scarce date in nice grade. AU-55, choice, a buy at $199.00; 


MS-60, BU and having a nice strike . 795.00 

1901 -S MS-63, BU .199.00 

1902 Proof-65, brilliant . 850.00 

1902- S MS-63, BU $325.00; MS-65, BU . 395.00 

1903- 0 MS-65, BU .115.00 

1903- S EF-40 . 99.00 

1904 Proof-60, attractively toned. 449.00 

1904- 0 MS-60, BU $10.00; MS-63, BU. A nice coin for the 

money $12.00; MS-65, BU .25.00 

1921-D AU-55, choice $10.00; MS-60, BU .19.00 


Peace Dollars (1921-1935) 


1921 First year of issue, and in a sense a variety all its own—for 
it is more deeply struck (actually from a deeper die) than all 
later dates. Popular and desirable! AU-55, choice, a buy at 
$55.00; MS-60, BU, full strike $165.00; MS-63, BU. An 


excellent buy at . 225.00 

1922-D MS-60, BU $1 7.00; MS-63, BU .42^00 

1922- S AU-50 $8.00; MS-63, BU .42.00 

1923- D MS-60, BU .17.00 

1923-S MS-60, BU . ’ ' 17*00 



1924-S Scarcer issue. MS-60, BU $89.00; MS-63, BU. A lot of 


coin for $195.00; MS-65, BU. Just one in stock at ... 259 00 
1925 MS-60, BU . 10 .OO 

1925- S MS-63, BU $159.00; MS-65, BU . 199 00 

1926- S MS-63, BU $45.00; MS-65, BU .. 89.00 

1927- D MS-60, BU $115.00; MS-63, BU .169.00 

1927-S MS-63, BU $195.00; MS-65, BU . 245.00 
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1928 MS-60, BU but a gouge on the reverse (hidden in the 
eagle's tail) $115.00; MS-60, BU $199.00; MS-63, BU 310.00 
1928-S AU-50 $29.00; MS-60, BU $99.00; MS-63, BU. A load of 


coin for the price! .185.00 

1934-D MS-63, BU .159.00 



1934- S A very valuable coin in mint state—and that's what we 

offer! MS-63, BU. A very desirable coin for $1695.00; MS-65, 
BU. One in stock—so hurry! . 2095.00 

1935 Last year of issue. AU-50 $25.00; AU-55, choice $29.00; 
MS-60, BU $44.00; MS-63, BU .69.00 

1935- S AU-55, choice $59.00; MS-60, BU $129.00; MS-63, BU, 

a nice coin for $249.00; MS-65, BU . 295.00 



1874- S A very scarce issue in mint state. MS-60, BU $349.00; 

MS-63, BU . 650.00 

1875- CC AU-55, choice $239.00; MS-60, BU . 395.00 

1875- S A nice selection for the collector: EF-40, a few marks 

$64.00; EF-40 $75.00; EF-45, choice $99.00; AU-50 

$175.00; MS-60, BU $349.00; MS-63, BU. A quality coin with 
very pleasing surfaces . 650.00 

1876 Proof-60, attractive light golden and lilac toning . . 950.00 

1876- S AU-50 $175.00; AU-55, choice $225.00; MS-60, BU 

$349.00; MS-63, BU .650.00 

1877 EF-40 $75.00; AU-50 $175.00; MS-63, BU $650.00; 

Proof-60, brilliant with some hairlines . 750.00 

1877- S EF-40 $75.00; AU-50 $175.00; AU-55, choice $225.00; 

MS-60, BU $349.00; MS-63, BU . 650.00 

1878- S EF-40 $75.00; AU-50 $175.00; MS-63, BU _ 650.00 


1972-S Eisenhower. Proof-65, brilliant .9.00 


United States Trade Dollars (1873-1885) 


1873 AU-50, prooflike .195.00 

1874-CC Three pleasing specimens (for their grades) of this 
scarce Carson City Mint issue: AU-50 $209.00; AU-55, choice 
$239.00; MS-60, BU . 425.00 


OUR RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

We maintain research facilities for the attribution, 
authentication, and study of rare coins in all fields. If we can 
help you with your specialty or with a numismatic research 
problem, we're at your service. 



1879 First year of the rare Proof-only issues. Proof-60, brilliant 
$950.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 1395.00 

BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES. INC. 

—Coins for the discriminating numismatist— 



1880 Another rare. Proof-only year. Proof-60, brilliant, hairlines 

$750.00; Proof-60, light golden and lilac toning $950.00; 
Proof-60, brilliant $950.00; Proof-60, pale gray toning, mainly 
on the periphery, with hues of bluish red. A beauty! $950.00; 
Proof-63, grayish lilac toning . 1395.00 

1881 Rare, Proof-only year. Proof-60, brilliant. Really quite 

attractive. Consider it! .995.00 


The New Grading System in a Nutshell 

In this issue for the first time we are using the new A. N. A. 
grading system—a numerical scale ranging from 1 (the lowest 
possible grade) to 70 (theoretical perfection). Few coins exist 
finer than MS-65 or Proof-65. The system is easy to use and 
understand. The following is a breakdown showing A.N.A. 
grading equivalents to the system we have been using for 
years: 

AG-3 = About Good 
Good-4 = Good 
VG-8 = Very Good 
Fine-12 = Fine 
VF-20 = Very Fine 
VF-30, choice = VF-EF 
EF-40 = Extremely Fine 
EF-45, choice = EF-AU 
AU-50 = About Uncirculated 
A U-55, choice = Borderline Uncirculated 
MS-60, BU = Brilliant Uncirculated 
MS-63. BU= Choice BU 
MS-65, BU (or higher) = Gem BU 
Proof-60 = Normal Proof 
Proof-63 = Choice Proof 
Proof-65 (or higher) = Gem Proof 
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EOutstanding American Coin Hoards 


by Bruce Lorichi: 


Many collectors have heard such names as the 
Nichols Hoard and the Randall Hoard over and 
over again without knowing much about the 
actual details of the hoard, so I thought it would 
be worthwhile recounting the known facts about 
some of our most famous coin finds here. I say 
"known facts" because, in most cases, the 
published information is scanty. 

Let's start with what are perhaps the two 
most famous—or at least the largest—of all coin 
hoards discovered in the United States. The first, 
which also happens to be the largest hoard of 
gold ever found, is known as the Baltimore Gold 
Hoard. Back in August of 1934, two teenaged 
boys were rooting around in the dirt cellar of an 
old, abandoned house in Baltimore, Maryland. 
They discovered—hold your hat!—some 3,600 
gold coins minted before the Civil War, and 
probably hidden since that dread encounter. 
These coins were probably squirreled away by a 
wealthy citizen who feared that Confederate 
soldiers might invade Baltimore and make a 
house-to-house search for riches (as was done by 
British troops during the Revolution in Philadel¬ 
phia and other towns). A tale of woe probably 
lies behind this hoard—because, for some 
unknown reason, this gentleman of Baltimore 
never returned to unearth his fortune in gold. 
When the two boys did, in 1934, relatives of the 
house's former owner took the boys to court to 
prevent them from holding onto the coins, but 
the court recognized the principle of "finders, 
keepers" and awarded all of the money to the 
two lucky young men! 



This fortune was auctioned to collectors in 
1935, netting the boys more than $19,500 (the 
face value was some $11,400). Irony set in, 
then, and the two fellows returned to the cellar 
of that old house and dug up an additional 
$8,000 to $10,000 face value in gold coins— 
despite the fact that dozens of other treasure 
hunters had hacked wildly at the cellar's floors 
and walls looking for the same thing. Evidently 
luck plays more than a small role in the treasure 
hunter's history. 

The total face value of the Baltimore Gold 
Hoard came to just a little over $20,000—a huge 
sum during that Depression year. Gold coins 
from the mints at Philadelphia, New Orleans, 
Charlotte, Dahlonega and San Francisco were 
involved: 317 double eagles, 83 eagles, 256 half 
eagles, 66 quarter eagles, and a whopping 2,903 
$1 gold pieces! And this was just the contents of 
the first of the two finds (the only part of which 
we have a detailed record). 

The best piece in the hoard was an 1856-0 
double eagle described as "Very Fine" (a grade 
which, during the 1930s, meant anything from 
Extremely Fine to mint state with toning). It 
sold for $105, a lot of cash then but nothing 
compared to today's value of upwards of 
$30,000. 


The second of the two really famous 
American coin hoards is my all-time favorite— 
the Economite Treasure. This was a gigantic 
cache of silver coins, mostly American, which 
came to light after years underground in 1878. 

Again the fearsome Civil War figured in the 
story. The notorious rebel. General Morgan, 
known as the leader of Morgan's Raiders, struck 
a great deal of terror in the hearts of northerners 
living close to the Mason-Dixon Line. He had 
accomplished a number of what amounted to 
terrorist attacks on towns just slightly north of 
the border during the early years of the Civil 
War. In July of 1863 his boldest exploit 
unfolded—a raid which brought about his own 
end. 

Commanding several thousand Confederate 
troops, Morgan crossed the Ohio River and 
started plundering and burning hamlets and 
towns. He managed to elude a Union force of 
10,000 troops sent out to stop him, then 
captured a northern steamboat and sailed east 
along the river until he reached the eastern 
boundary of Ohio, apparently planning to raid 
western Pennsylvania next. Unfortunately for 
him, a huge Union force ended his series of 
guerrilla victories, reducing his army to 300 
desperate men and capturing Morgan himself. It 
ended his reign of terror and bloodshed, but not 
our story. 

Just eighteen miles from Pittsburgh, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, near where Morgan was captured, lay the 
peaceful community of Economy, a settlement 
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of several hundred religious and social zealots 
founded in 1825 by one George Rapp, who had 
emigrated to America (as had so many) in 1803 
to escape religious persecution in Europe. 

Rapp first established the famous settlement 
of Harmony along the Wabash River in Indiana, 
in 1815. After ten years he sold this site to 
Robert Owen, the famous socialist,for $150,000 
cash—moving his followers to Economy in 1825, 
which they purchased with about half of the 
money received for Harmony. 

Now here's where the story gains fascination. 
Fearing the potential of a bloody raid by 
General Morgan, the Rappites hid a great sum of 
money beneath one of the buildings on their 
acres, and apparently lived in such dread of the 
war and the horrible Reconstruction days which 
followed it that they left their money buried 
until late in the 1870s, when about $75,000 in 
silver coins were retrieved from the ground. It 
was very likely the rest of the $150,000 which 
they had received in payment for Harmony back 
in 1825—for all the coins were dated before that 
year. 



An accounting, of sorts, was made of this loot 
when it was listed in a coin auction catalogue 
(issued by Capt. Haseltine) published in 1885. 
There was also a list made by a cashier of the 
bank which handled the sale of the hoard. Itchy 
to learn what the hoard contained? Well, 
swallow hard! There were 117,000 half dollars 
dated before 1837—including more than 
111,000 bust halves, 150 dated 1794, 3500 
dated 1805 and 1806, and even two 1796 and 
one 1797 pieces (though—most ironically—these 


three rarest pieces were spent for their face value 
before anyone decided to contact coin 
collectors). 

There were also 3708 silver dollars made 
before 1804—a single 1794, 800 1795s, and 
1262 1799s. In fact, every date from 1794 to 
1803 was included in the unearthed treasure. 
Bespeaking their relative rarity, only 400 quarter 
dollars were found, all dated from 1818 to 
1828. And silver coins from $outh America and 
Europe (which were basic to our circulating 
money in the first half of the 19th century) 
totaled some $12,600 face value in the 
Economite Treasure—which must be regarded as 
one of the greatest sources of coins for the 
American collector which we know about today. 

Not so remarkable as those two hoards, but 
important nonetheless, are a number of other 
hoards located on American soil. Let's review 
them briefly. 

The Goodhue-Nichols Find (most commonly 
known today as the Nichols Hoard, or Find) 
consisted of a bag of large cents, all dated 1796 
and 1797. These were dispersed during the late 
1850s, having been bought at the mint in 1797. 
Goodhue was the name of the original 
purchaser, and Nichols was one Major C. P. 
Nichols, who had apparently inherited the bag. 
The hoard was kept in either Massachusetts or 
Pennsylvania—and the cents probably sold for 
about a dollar apiece. 



It's interesting that the bag of cents, direct 
from the mint, contained coins of two different 
dates-and the cents can be identified today 
because they were on wonderful planchets 
supplied by the English firm of Boulton and 
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Watt (the $oho Mint of Birmingham). About a 
thousand coins were in the bag when it was 
broken up, and today most mint state 1796 and 
1797 cents may be pretty safely described as 
having come from this hoard. 



Coins which cannot today be traced to their 
source made up what was about the largest 
hoard of colonial Massachusetts silver coins ever 
located. This was the Roxbury Find, named for 
Roxbury, Massachusetts, where a little boy is 
recorded as having discovered a number of 
practically mint state Oak Tree and Pine Tree 
silver shillings, sixpences, threepences and 
twopences. This sparsely described hoard came 
to light in 1863 and was sold piece by piece by 
W. Elliot Woodward, well-known coin dealer of 
his day. 

The Randall Hoard is another of the really 
famous coin hoards of the last century. Most 
mint state cents dated 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819 
and 1820 must have come from this find. Our 
imagination is stirred when we recall that at least 
one full keg (and possibly more) of mint state 
cents was found beneath a railroad station in 
Georgia shortly after the Civil War ended. When 
you figure that a keg at that time contained 
about 14,000 cents, you know what a fabulous 
hoard we're discussing! 


The hoard is known for John $wan Randall, a 
collector from New York state who purchased 
the keg practically intact. The keg's finders had 
sold the coins, in the original mint keg, to a 
drygoods firm in New York, who had thought to 
use them as a promotional gimmick—they 
thought it would be memorable if they passed 
them out as change to customers, for large cents 
had disappeared from circulation, and these 



were all bright and shiny. The public, though, 
suspected them as counterfeits and refused to 
accept the "big pennies," causing the firm 
(William H. Chapman & Co.) to cease distribut¬ 
ing them. At this time Randall, a serious 
collector, learned about the hoard and went to 
the store to purchase them. All but a relative 
few were in the hoard when it came into 
Randall's hands—and he paid just 90c a hundred 
to buy them! 

Most of the Randall Hoard cents seem to have 
been dated 1818 and 1820, with reports 
indicating that some coins dated 1825 may also 
have been part of this wonderful find. A natural 
question to ask is—why a variety of dates in a 
mint-issued keg? The answer is simple: the 
Philadelphia Mint produced as many cents as 
possible before the Civil War, for these were the 
equivalent to the dollar today, the basic piece of 
money. Accumulations would gather from 
various years, and at times the mint would keg 
these leftovers, store them, and ship them when 
requested. That must have been how the Randall 
Hoard came to be, but how they arrived in 
Georgia, and how they managed to get buried 
under a railroad platform, will probably remain 
a mystery forever. 



A hoard of mint state colonial coins? This 
sounds impossible, but the seasoned numismatist 


knows that nothing is impossible when it comes 
to the existence of coins. The Bank of New 
York Hoard was—believe it or not—a keg of 
Fugio cents, all of them Uncirculated! This New 
York City bank was founded in 1784 and may 
well have acquired these fascinating coins of the 
colonial period (actually minted just after the 
United States came formally into existence) for 
use as change at the time. Strangely enough, it is 
thought that even today this hoard has not been 
entirely dispersed. 

Another hoard of coins from the late colonial 
period is well known—Colonel Cohen's Virginia 
Halfpenny Find. It is the principal (perhaps only 
single important) source of mint state examples 
of these interesting coins. 


This hoard dates to the 1870s (a period which 
is common to most of the important American 
coin finds), when one Colonel Mendes I. Cohen 
(a ranking officer from the War of 1812 and the 
Mexican war of the last part of the 1840s) 
somehow got ahold of a large original group of 
halfpennies minted for use in Virginia. The 
Colonel was an apparently tireless antiquarian, 
and coins were just one of his many interests. 
Anyway, he and his heirs accomplished a slow 
and well-planned distribution of the coins, in 
order to uphold their market value. This 
procedure went on for some years until, in 
1929, the final group of about 2200 of these 
coins was sold at once in an auction in 
Baltimore. This blunt method of selling coins 
which are genuinely valuable and of historic 
importance dashed the price at the time down to 
a few cents apiece and confirmed that this 
much-rumored hoard did indeed exist. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the final sale was for strictly 




commercial reasons, and no solid information 
about the source of the hoard or the total 
number originally in it was disclosed. But then 
this is what makes coin hoards all the more 
fascinating! 



Small groups of double eagles and other 
United States gold coins have regularly shown 
up in ghost towns and the like, so the Huli, 
Texas, Find reported in The Numismatist in 
1937 doesn't appear to be anything much out of 
the ordinary. Except for one brief mention. It 
included an 1861-S coin which wasn't of the 
usual design, exactly—but at that time the rare 
Paquet reverse was not so well known as it is 
today. This is the only Paquet double eagle I've 
ever heard of being discovered in a hoard, so it 
seems particularly notable. I like handling this 
rarity and would really like to have seen this 
one, for its circumstances fascinate me. How did 
a coin minted in San Francisco happen to show 
up in Texas years later? Remember that just 
19,250 1861-S twenties with the odd Paquet 
reverse were coined and that very few of them 
survived the recall order which the mint received 
a month after striking them. The presence of 
this single Paquet piece in an otherwise 
insignificant hoard in Texas demonstrates two 
things of importance to the coin collector: how 
widely gold circulated which was minted on the 
West Coast, and the strange habit rarities have of 
eluding commercial interests (such as melters) 
and numismatists-only to pop up in the most 
unexpected places! 

I've kept another really gigantic hoard until 
nearly last (separating it from the first two 
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mentioned in this article) because of its 
distinctive nature. The Aaron White Hoard was a 
hoard in the true meaning of the word—the 
indiscriminate accumulation of a miser. But it 
tells us a lot about the coins in circulation just 
before the Civil War. 

Aaron White was an attorney practicing in 
Connecticut at the outbreak of that horrendous 
war, and he must have become convinced of the 
need to save coins for his own survival, in case 
the North should lose the war—because he 
gathered only small, readily spendable coins. It 
seems that he converted all of his paper currency 
into coins of low face value—every one he could 
get ahold of. It has been speculated that this 
action did not make sense, that any fearful 
citizen would have hoarded silver and gold for 
their intrinsic worth. But, in view of White's 
hoard, it must be supposed that he must have 
hoped that the war would be won by the Union 
and that small coins would be most useful in 
purchasing needed goods afterwards—and, in the 
bargain, would be valuable if greenbacks failed 
to hold their value or even if they became an 
elite form of money which only the wealthy 
would have access to. Aaron White was evidently 
a very practical man! 



Fortunately the war ended with the United 
States intact, but unfortunately Aaron White did 
not live to use up his gigantic accumulation of 
coins. Sold at auction in 1888 (Frossard's 85th 
sale of July 20) and privately to collectors after 
his death—pretty much at their face value—were 
some 60,000 large cents (most in fairly low 
grades), another 60,000 copper-nickel cents 
(most of which White had purchased directly 
from the mint but preserved poorly), about 
5,000 two-cent pieces, as many as 30,000 
foreign copper coins (countries unknown), more 


than 1,700 tokens (brass, copper and white 
metal—many of them Civil War tokens), and 
between 200 and 300 colonials—coins from 
early Connecticut, New Jersey, Massachusetts, 
Vermont and the other eastern seacoast 
colonies. All of these latter coins were coppers 
minted in the 1700s. There were also nearly a 
thousand half cents made after 1800. 

The Aaron White hoard is of greatest 
importance to numismatists because in its own 
unintended way it discloses the kinds of coins 
which were to be found in circulation up until 
the Civil War, and proves the old argument that 
many of America's early coins had not been 
melted during the first decades of the Republic 
but had, perhaps for sentimental reasons but 
surely in quantity and in the populated parts of 
the country, been saved—only to be parted with 
when money was so desperately needed as the 
Union seemed on the verge of breaking up. 

The final hoard to be discussed here is, in 
some ways, the most remarkable of the lot. It is 
known as the Thayer County Find—and 
consisted of a bag of 58 territorial gold coins 
minted by the California firm of Kellogg & Co. 
Again, it was two boys whose luck drew them to 
this fabulous find. 



The year was probably 1908, and the place 
was the outskirts of a town in Nebraska. The 
coins were all of the $20 denomination—and 
imagine their eyes when those two little boys 
opened an old bag and out tumbled these bulky 
gold pieces! How did California gold happen to 
reach a wooded spot in Nebraska? The probable 
answer (for, again, the truth was not found 
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along with the coins) is that two ranchers were 
murdered by Indians while Nebraska was still an 
Indian Territory, and of course their gold was 
lost. The scene of the tragedy was like 
something out of a good Western movie: the 
ranchers made it to a cave, where they held off 
the Indians with a blockade of trees and 
underbrush at the mouth of the cave, but the 
Indians set fire to this "fortification'' and 
burned out the ranchers. Their charred bodies 
were later found by an Army troop but their 
locally known fortune in gold was not 
discovered until many years later—when the two 
little boys found that bag of Kellogg double 
eagles in the woods not far from the cave. Was 
the golden hoard hastily hidden in the brush 
when the ranchers saw the warring Indians 
approaching, or was it perhaps flung from the 
cave in a desperate effort by the ranchers to 
keep their gold—at all costs—from falling into 
the wrong hands? 

We'll never know—but that's what makes coin 
hoards one of the neatest aspects of numis¬ 
matics, isn't it! 

Sources: Although a number of contemporary 
accounts exist, the most convenient source of 
information is Waiter Breen's "Survey of 
American Coin Hoards" which appeared in The 
Numismatist in 1952. 


Do You Have an Intriguing Topic? 

We are constantly looking for topics of 
interest to our readers. Is there an area of 
American numismatics that you would like 
to learn more about? If so, we would like 
to hear from you! Write us with your 
suggestion, and either Q. David Bowers or 
Bruce Lorich will consider it for a future 
article for the Rare Coin Review. Your 
interest is very important to us, and we'd 
like to share our knowledge and experience 
with you in this personal way. 




Gold Dollars 


Gold dollars were first suggested for coinage in the 1830s. A 
lovely little pattern 1836 gold dollar was created by the 
Philadelphia Mint. But the issue was shelved. Nothing more was 
heard concerning gold dollar coinage until the California gold 
rush of 1849. Plans were quickly drawn up and James B. 
Longacre, mint engraver, did the designing. 

Three major gold dollar types are recognized. Type 1, 1849 
through 1854, was on a smaller, thicker planchet than later 
types. Also, within this type 1 style a minor variety occurs in the 
Philadelphia 1849 issue. A visibly smaller head was first used to 
strike several thousand dollars. Longacre subsequently revised 
the design later in 1849, increasing the size of Miss Liberty's 
head. 

Type 2 gold dollars were only struck in the second half of 
1854, all of 1855 and the first half of 1856. Few were made and 
today the Type 2 is the "key" type and highly prized in all 
grades. 

Type 3 came in mid-1856. Striking problems with Type 2 
(weakness of strike in the centers) caused Longacre to again 
restyle the coin — this time along the lines of the then-in-use $3 
gold piece. 

Starting with issues of the Civil War and continuing thereafter 
to the end of the series (1889), mintages dropped off 
dramatically. Demand for this small coin had waned. Few were 
struck (silver dollars took over the mints' time). 


Liberty Head Type (1849-1854) 

1849-0 First year of issue and struck at New Orleans. Open 
wreath on reverse (as are all New Orleans coins). VF-20 


$159.00; AU-50 and lustrous . 249.00 

1851 AU-55, choice . 249.00 


1851-0 MS-60, BU. Rarer than its Philadelphia Mint 


counterpart, yet not much higher priced . 395.00 

1852 MS-60, BU. Light bagmarks . 275.00 

1853 AU-50 $225.00; MS-60, BU. Sharp strike . 350.00 


1854 Type 1. MS-63, BU $495.00; MS-65, BU. Exceptional 
strike. Deep yellow gold. A beautiful type coin. One in a 
hundred . 750.00 


Small Indian Head Type (1854-1856) 


1854 Type 2. Second type of gold dollar. This type is always in 
great demand from collectors of gold type sets. Several to 
choose from; EF-40, some marks $225.00; EF-40 $375.00; 
AU-50 $695.00; AU-55, choice. Lustrous and well struck 
(unusual) $1095.00; MS-60, BU. Sharply struck .... 1895.00 


1855 Type 2. EF-40, cleaned $225.00; EF-40, no impairments 
$375.00; AU-55, choice $1095.00; AU-55, choice. Supeib 
strike in centers. 1855 usually comes weak on the date, due to 
striking. This particular piece has full date $1295.00; MS-60, 
BU $1895.00; MS-63, BU. Frosty and well struck $2950.00; 
MS-65, BU. Glittering lustre. Exceptional.4250.00 

1855- 0 Type 2. The only New Orleans Type 2 gold dollar and 

scarce in its own right — 55,000 were struck. 8 in date is a bit 
weak; everything else is sharp. EF-45, choice . 750.00 

1856- S Type 2. Just 24,600 struck. VF-30, choice.495.00 


Large Indian Head Type (1856-1889) 

1856 Type 3. Upright 5 in date. EF-40 . 195.00 

1856 Type 3. Slanting 5 in date. EF-40 $175.00; AU-50 

$209.00; AU-55, choice $249.00; MS-63, BU. Perfect for a 
type set .475.00 

1857 EF-40, surface marks $125.00; AU-50 . 209.00 

1858-D Low mintage Dahlonega, Georgia, issue. A mere 3,477 

were struck. How many were lost or melted during the Civil 
War? VF-20, cleaned and polished $450.00; VF-30, choice 

and lightly polished . 525.00 

1859 EF-40 . 175.00 


1861 AU-50, small scratch on cheek $165.00; AU-50 $209.00; 

MS-63, BU . 475.00 

1862 EF-40 $175.00; AU-55, choice $249.00; MS-63, Brilliant 

Uncirculated .475.00 




1871 Mintage of 3,930. MS-65, BU. Certainly one of the finest 


known 1871s . 1295.00 

1873 Open 3. MS-60, BU . 349.00 


1874 EF-40 $175.00; AU-55, choice. Prooflike. Small obverse 
scratch $195.00; MS-63, BU $475.00; MS-65, BU. LIBERTY 

on headband fully visible . 695.00 

Note: A characteristic of Type 3 gold dollars is the absence 
of the word LIBERTY from the headband. Since this was a 
low point on the coin, it was therefore a high point on the die. 
Often dies are polished during coinage operations — either to 
remove die dashing, or to improve the appearance. Because 
LIBERTY is right at the top of the die, an exuberant die 
polisher could (and often did) polish away part or all of this 
word. While it should not affect the grade or value of the coin, 
we mention this occurrence so that you, the collector, will be 
aware of it. 

1878 Just 3,020 struck. AU-50 . 395.00 



1879 Another low mintage date - 3,030 struck. MS-63, BU. 


Bright lustre and desirable .1195.00 

1881 MS-63, BU .695.00 


1883 MS-63, BU $695.00; Proof-60, brilliant. Only 207 Proofs 


were struck in 1883 .995.00 

1884 MS-63, BU . 695.00 

1885 MS-63, BU . 695.00 

1887 MS-60, BU $450.00; MS-63, BU . 695.00 

1888 MS-60, BU . 450.00 


1889 MS-63, BU $595.00; MS-67, BU. A blazer . 895.00 
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Quarter Eagles 


Quarter eagles saw a long run in American numismatics. From 
the earliest bust designs (extreme rarities today) to the 
interesting (and at the time of issue, controversial) Indian head 
designs, quarter eagles have something for everyone. 

The branch mints of New Orleans, Dahlonega (Georgia) and 
Charlotte (South Carolina) plus, later on, San Francisco issued 
rarities and more common coins. 

Many collectors buy a Liberty head style mint set consisting 
of five coins — P, D, C, O and S. This can be acquired in nice 
Extremely Fine grade for under $2,000. 


it). While the extra was small, it was profitable to round up a 
group of coins and send them overseas to be melted down (a 
profit accruing due to the difference in cost — face value — 
versus the melt-down price). 

By the early 1830s, the Congress got up enough energy to 
do something about this situation. Starting with 1834, the 
gold content was reduced enough to prevent melting. Designs 
were altered to differentiate the two coins — the reverse 
motto being dropped, for one thing. 

Pre-1834 gold coins were rounded up, then melted. The 
bullion went into striking the new pieces. 

1836 Kneass's head (referred to as the "classic head" design) as 


last. VF-30, choice $259.00; EF-40 . 325.00 

1837 EF-40 . 325.00 

1838 MS-60, BU. A minimum of bagmarks . 1450.00 


Capped Bust to Right (1796-1807) 


r 


Rare 1802/1 Overdate 



1802/1 Overdate. Capped bust facing right, with stars 
surrounding it. Heraldic eagle reverse. Only 3,035 1802s were 
struck (all from the one overdate die). Noted authority on 
American coinage Walter Breen estimates that perhaps 2-3% 
of the original mintage survives today! EF-40. Some minor 
obverse marks. Sharply struck (in the centers, too), which is 
unusual, considering the primitive mint facilities of the time. 
We've only this one early quarter eagle in stock. It's priced 
attractively at .2750.00 . 


Classic Head Type (1834-1839) 


Magnificant 1834 $2% Gold 



1834 New style, designs by William Kneass. MS-65, BU. A 
beauty! While this short-lived type coin is normally available 
in circulated grades, in mint state it is quite elusive. Full 

MS-65 coins such as this are very rare! .3950.00 

Note: Prior to 1834, U.S. gold coins had more gold in them 
than their face value stated (example: a $2 SO gold piece of 
the 1820s had about $253 or $254 worth of gold bullion in 


Coronet Type (1840-1907) 


1843-0 New Liberty head style. Large date. VF-20 .... 150.00 

1843-0 Small date, crosslet 4. MS-63, BU .895.00 

1846-0 EF-45, choice. Attractive Dahlonega Mint issue . 475.00 

1849/8 Overdate. VF-30, choice. 349.00 

1852 MS-60, BU . 225.00 

1855 MS-60, BU . 225.00 

1856 MS-63, BU . 295.00 


1857-S EF-40. Scarce, early San Francisco issue. This mint began 
operations only in 1854, after the vast quantities of California 


gold started to cause problems .175.00 

1877-S AU-55, choice.195.00 

1878 MS-63, BU . 295.00 

1879 AU-50 . 105.00 



1891 Proof-63, brilliant. With but 80 Proofs struck in 1891, few 


can be found today as nice as this.2250.00 

1899 MS-63, BU . 295.00 

1903 MS-63, BU $225.00; MS-65, BU .295.00 



1904 Proof-63, brilliant. A second desirable Proof quarter eagle. 
Proof mintage for 1904 — 170. Perfect for your type set or 


for investing . 1950.00 

1905 MS-63, BU $225.00; MS-65, BU . 295.00 

1906 AU-50 $139.00; MS-63, BU.225.00 



Indian Head Quarter Eagles (1908-1929) 



1908 MS-63, BU $350.00; MS-65, BU .495.00 

Note: Although the mintage figures do not suggest it, 1908 

is one of the most elusive dates in mint state. 

1909 AU-55, choice $159.00; MS-60, BU .195.00 

1911 AU-50 $135.00; MS-63, BU $275.00; Matte Procf-63. 

Matte Proofs are very popular with collectors today. Only 191 
were struck in 1911 . 2750.00 



1911-D The low mintage, key date of the series. 55,680 struck. 


We have a lovely AU-50 coin for.695.00 

191 2 AU-50 . 135.00 

1913 AU-50 . 135.00 

1914 AU-55, choice .159.00 

1914-D AU-50 $135.00; AU-55, choice .159.00 

1926 MS-65, BU. A jewel! . 350.00 



DEALERS’ HEADQUARTERS 
If you are a dealer, make Bowers and Ruddy Galleries your 
headquarters for those hard-to-find items on your customers' 
want lists. We do a tremendous amount of business with 
other dealers — and if you're not among them, you are 
missing a nice profit I 


-Page 60- 


































$3 Gold 


One of the strangest coin denominations of the U.S., the $3 
gold piece saw low mintages over three decades. This coin was 
issued to facilitate purchases of sheets of 3c stamps. After the 
first year's "large" mintage (only 138,618 pieces), $3 gold 
coinage never again topped 100,000 in any one year. In fact, 
dates with under 10,000 are numerous. The choices are 
numerous, that is, but finding the actual coins is another thing. 
Dates in the 1860s, 1870s and 1880s with few exceptions are all 
very scarce — even circulated. 

If you've ever considered owning a $3 gold piece, why not 
consider purchasing one from this listing. The supply will never 
be larger and the price can only go one way! 



1855 Second year of issue. Scarcer than the more "common" 

dates - 1854, 1874 and 1878. MS-60, BU . 1495.00 

1857 AU-55, choice . 750.00 

1859 AU-50, lustrous . 895.00 

1860-S One of the very few three's struck at this mint. Records 
indicate 7,000 struck, but 2,592 melted. EF-45, choice and 
lustrous. 795.00 




1878 MS-60, BU $1295.00; MS-63, BU. A beauty! . . . 1850.00 

OUR RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

We maintain research facilities for the attribution, 
authentication, and study of rare coins in all fields. If we can 
help you with your specialty or with a numismatic research 
problem, we're at your service. 



1879 AU-55, choice. $1395.00; MS-60, BU $1750.00; MS-63, 
BU $2250.00; MS-63, BU. Attractive prooflike fields 2500.00 






BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES-QUALITY AND VALUE! 


Half Eagles 

Perhaps the most popular denomination among the fabulous 
gold coins minted in this country is the $5 gold piece—the half 
eagle, as it is commonly known. More gold coin collectors want 
this denomination than any other, and for a couple of excellent 
reasons. First, one may obtain a coin from each of the seven 
federal mints (Philadelphia, Charlotte, Dahlonega, New Orleans, 
San Francisco, Carson City, and Denver—in order of their 
opening dates)-and this is the only denomination of U. S. coin 
in which this is possible. Second, the series is one of long 
duration, with the first piece minted way back in 1795 and the 
last coin issued in 1929, when the government's attitude toward 
the gold standard began to have an effect on the mint's practices. 
Other reasons would surely come to the mind of the half eagle 
specialist, but we would like to add just one more here: a 
marvelous selection of types is yours if you collect half eagles! 
You may own an early capped bust piece having that skinny but 
neat-looking eagle holding a circular wreath in his beak (as 
coined in 1795 up until 1798, in small quantities), as well as one 
with the bold heraldic eagle, John Reich's superb turban head 
design, the unpopular but strangely appealing classic head of 
William Kneass (a favorite of the cataloguer's), the immensely 
popular Liberty or coronet head which was coined from 1839 
for decades up to 1908, and finally the incuse Indian head type, 
which is a great favorite among today's collectors. Whatever and 
however extensively you decide to collect these fascinating 
coins, we know you'll have a rewarding experience! 


Classic Early Half Eagles (1795-1834) 


Rare 1795 Small Eagle 



1795 First year for the $5 denomination. Designs by Robert 
Scot. Small eagle reverse. VF-30, choice. Just 8,707 were 
struck in that long-ago year of 1795. Perhaps 2-3% of that 
figure can be accounted for today! .3950.00 
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Two Beautiful 1806 Fivers 



1806 Round top 6 in date. Heraldic eagle reverse. AU-50 
$1595.00; MS-63, BU. Mint state coins such as this are few 
and far between, so if you're interested please order early 
(better call). 3250.00 




1823 VF-20. ALL half eagles from the 1820s are extremely rare. 
So few escaped the melter's pot it's a wonder we have any 
today (1822 with a greater mintage than this 1823 is one of 
America's classics - only 3 survive!). Buy this lovely half 
eagle at what we consider a very reasonable . 1950.00 


Magnificant 1834 With Motto $5 Gold 



1834 With motto half eagle. Crosslet 4 in date. The last coin of 
this type. In mid-1834, the weight of all gold coins was 
reduced (see note under our 1834 quarter eagle). So few of 
the pre-1834 weight reduction pieces are known that it's a 
lucky collector who can hope to obtain even a circulated 
specimen. We're pleased to offer you a blazing MS-65, BU 
coin — nice as the day it left the mint! .13,500.00 

v___y 


$5 Gold Kneass Design (1834-1838) 

1834 Without motto. Plain 4 in date. VF-20, scratch on obverse 
$115.00; AU-55, choice . 795.00 



1812 AU-55, choice. Lustrous and well struck. An attractive 
coin for your type set . 1695.00 


QUALITY. VALUE. SELECTION. SERVICE 
These and many other features are yours when you do 
business with Bowers and Ruddy Galleries. Try us and you'll 
like us! 


-\ 

Beautiful 1834 No Motto $5 Gold 


1834 No motto. Plain 4. MS-63, BU. A brilliant example of this 
short-lived type coin. The perfect mate for our 1834 quarter 


eagle offered earlier .2500.00 

V _ 


BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES-QUALITY AND VALUE! 
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1835 AU-50 . 550.00 

1836 EF-40 $325.00; EF-45, choice $395.00; AU-50. Light rim 

nicks. Still very nice . 450.00 

1838 EF-40 . 325.00 


Liberty Head Half Eagles (1839-1908) 

1839 Normal date (about half of the 1839s are overdates). 


VF-20 $149.00; EF-40 . 249.00 

1840-D VF-20 .325.00 

1844 A U-55, cho ice . 295.00 



1844-0 MS-63, Brilliant Uncirculated. Rarely offered in such 
nice condition. 1750.00 

1845 EF-45, choice .149.00 

1846 Good for your type set — display the "no motto" type. 

AU-50 . 195.00 

1847 EF-45, choice $149.00; AU-50 $195.00; MS-60, Brilliant 

Uncirculated . 795.00 

1847-C Fine-12. Not often seen in well worn condition such as 

this $185.00; VF-30, choice . 295.00 

1848 EF-45, choice .149.00 

1849 EF-45, choice .149.00 

1852 AU-50 .195.00 

1853 EF-40 .125.00 

1853-D Popular coin. AU-50 695.00 



1854 EF-40 .125.00 

1854-C EF-40 . 525.00 

1855 EF-45, choice .149.00 


































225.00 



1855-D Another of these elusive Dahlonega Mint coins. MS-63, 
BU. A bit softly struck in the centers (as are nearly all of this 

issue) but overall a splendid piece for . 1995.00 

Note: Charlotte and Dahlonega (as well as some New 
Orleans and Carson City) coins often come less than superbly 
struck. The branch mints probably received second-hand 
coining presses (Philadelphia got new equipment). Add to this 
a more lackadaisical atmosphere at some of these mints and 
it's no wonder coins were often softly struck. In fact, Carson 
City officials and employees were so blatantly inefficient the 
facility was closed down during 1886, 1887 and 1888 for an 
inspection of its operation! (That is why no CC coins are seen 
from these three years.) 


1856 EF-40, cleaned $105.00; EF-40 . 125.00 

1856-D EF-40 . 495.00 

1858- D EF-45, choice. Well struck and even a bit of lustre here 

and there . 575.00 

1859- C EF-40 .495.00 

1861 VF-20 $105.00; EF-40 $125.00; EF-45, choice . . . 149.00 

1872-CC VF-20 . 525.00 

1879 EF-40 . 105.00 



1879-CC One of the most elusive Carson City half eagles. MS-60, 


BU. Quite nice . 1750.00 

1881 MS-60, BU $139.00; MS-63, BU .175.00 

1885- S EF-40 . 105.00 

1886- S MS-60, BU $139.00; MS-65, BU. Blazing . 295.00 

1887- S MS-60, BU .139.00 

1891-CC EF-40 $159.00; EF-45, choice .185.00 

1893 MS-60, BU .139.00 

1894 MS-60, BU .139.00 



1894-0 Scarce date. MS-60, BU. New Orleans struck just three 
"with motto” half eagles - 1892, 1893 and 1894. Collectors 
have long regarded these as true "sleepers." This is the first 
nice one we've had in a long time . 695.00 


1895 MS-60, BU .139.00 

1899 MS-60, BU .139.00 

1900 AU-50 .119.00 

1901 EF-45, choice $109.00; MS-63, BU .175.00 



1901/0-S Overdate. MS-63, BU. A delightful coin. One of the 


few we have handled this nice. 525.00 

1901-S MS-60, BU $139.00; MS-65, BU. Exceptional . . 295.00 

1903 AU-50, scratch .99.00 

1904 MS-60, BU .139.00 


Attractive Proof 1905 Half Eagle 



1905 Proof-63, brilliant. Excellent for a type set. Only 108 
struck. Certainly this is in the top 10% of those still left and is 


an excellent buy at .2750.00 

1907 MS-63, BU .175.00 

1907-D MS-63, BU . 209.00 


Indian Head Half Eagles (1908-1929) 


1908 Indian. AU-50 $149.00; AU-55, choice and lustrous 185.00 

1909 AU-50 $149.00; AU-55, choice $185.00; MS-60, BU 

$259.00; MS-63, BU . 325.00 



1909- D AU-55, choice $185.00; MS-60, BU $259.00; MS-63, 

BU. Lovely for your select type set . 325.00 

1910- S EF-40 .149.00 

1911 AU-50 $149,00; AU-55, choice $185.00; MS-60, Brilliant 

Uncirculated . 259.00 

1912 AU-50 $149.00; AU-55, choice $185.00; MS-63, Brilliant 

Uncirculated . 325.00 

1913 MS-60, BU $259.00; MS-63, BU . 325.00 

1914- D EF-40 $145.00; AU-50 . 165.00 

1915- S VF-30, choice .195.00 


1916-S EF-40 


Eagles 

At the time the U.S. government was establishing a mint at 
Philadelphia, the $10 denomination ("eagle," as it was called) 
was to be the largest gold coin of the nation. Coinage 
commenced in 1795 but was stopped in 1804. Not until 1838 
did the mint issue more. In this latter year, Christian Gobrecht 
designed the $2.50, $5 and $10 gold pieces — all along similar 
lines. You might recall it was the same Gobrecht who designed 
the enchantingly beautiful pattern "Gobrecht dollars" of 
1836-1839. 

Though the $10 denomination was to be the standard coin of 
this country, businessmen found the $5 to be more to their 
liking. Perhaps this was because many, many different world 
gold coins were of similar size to the U.S. $5 gold piece. 
Whatever the reason, coinage of eagles took somewhat of a back 
seat to coinage of half eagles. Mintages bounced around until the 
early 1860s, when they took a nosedive. Many future rarities 
were created in the 1860s and 1870s. By the year 1879, the 
mints experienced increasing demand and mintage figures rose 
accordingly. 

1907 was a banner year in coin design change for eagles. 
Augustus Saint-Gaudens created his lovely Indian head eagle 
(actually a rendition of the Caucasian "Victory" head with 
Indian headdress). Surprisingly, the "Indian" head design is 
much more elusive in choice Mint State condition than the 
earlier Liberty heads! 


Classic Early $10 Gold Pieces 


Lovely 1795 Small Eagle $10 



1795 Small eagle. 12 leaves in branch. EF-45, choice and 
lustrous. First year of $10 coinage. The fledgling mint turned 
out a grand total of 5,583 pieces (probably a large amount at 
the time). The present coin would fit into any numismatist's 
type set or portfolio . 6750.00 
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Selection of Lovely 1801 Eagles 



1801 Heraldic eagle reverse. EF-45, choice and proof like 
$2250.00; MS-60, BU. Full, sharp strike $4250.00; MS-63, 
BU. Frosty mint lustre . 5950.00 


Coronet Type (1838-1907) 

1839 Gobrecht's Liberty head. Scarce coin. VF-30, choice. A 


nice coin, though lightly polished . 495.00 

1847-0 EF-40 $225.00; EF-45, choice. A bit nicer fields than 
the last . 265.00 

1891- CC AU-55, choice $275.00, MS-60, BU . 349.00 

1892- CC EF-40 . 325.00 

1893 MS-60, BU $175.00; MS-65, BU . 495.00 

1894 MS-60, BU .175.00 

1895 MS-60, BU .175.00 

1895-0 MS-60, BU . 295.00 

1896 Scarce date. AU-55, choice .175.00 

1897 MS-60, BU .175.00 

1897-S AU-50 .165.00 

1898 AU-55, choice .165.00 

1899 MS-65, BU. A beauty . 495.00 

1900 MS-60, BU .175.00 

1901 MS-63, BU . 225.00 


Lovely Proof 1901 $10 Gold 



1901 Proof-63, brilliant. A lovely coin with frosted devices 

offsetting a deep mirror field. Well worth . 3500.00 

1903-0 AU-50, minor scratch $149.00; AU-55, choice $195.00; 
MS-60, BU . 295.00 


Proof 1904 Eagle 



1904 Proof-63, brilliant. A second beautiful Proof eagle. Equally 


as desirable as the 1901 above .3500.00 

1905 AU-55, choice $195.00; MS-60, BU .175.00 

1906- D MS-63, BU . 295.00 

1907 Liberty. MS-60, BU $175.00; MS-63, BU . 225.00 

1907- D MS-63, BU . 295.00 


Indian Head Eagles (1907-1933) 



1907 No motto design. AU-50 $325.00; MS-63, BU $850.00; 


MS-65, BU. A beauty I . 1095.00 

1908-D With motto. AU-55, choice . 249.00 


Note: At first eagles were struck without the motto IN 
GOD WE TRUST. President Theodore Roosevelt considered it 
in poor taste to have the deity's name on a coin. But in 1908 
public opinion vetoed this and the famous American motto 
was added on the reverse — creating at the same time two 
types of $10 Indians for collectors of future years! 


1910 A U- 55, choice . 249.00 

1910-D AU-55, choice . 249.00 

1911 AU-50 . 239.00 

1912 MS-63, BU . 395.00 

1913-S EF-40. Low mintage date . 450.00 

1916-S Another low mintage year. AU-55, choice . 595.00 

1926 MS-60, BU $275.00; MS-63, BU . 350.00 

1932 MS-60, BU $275.00; MS-63, BU . 350.00 


INTERESTED IN RARE COIN INVESTMENT? 

An interesting, illustrated brochure entitled "Rare Coins as 
an Investment" is yours free for the asking It describes our 
popular Collection /Investment Program in detail and provides 
a brief analysis of the history of the rare coin market. Send 
for it! 


Double Eagles 

If silver dollars are the most widely collected U.S. silver coin, 
then double eagles are the "king" of the gold coins. 

The discovery of gold in California (and later elsewhere in the 
West) brought into the streams of commerce large quantities of 
the precious yellow metal. By 1849 it was decided that a large 
denomination gold coin was needed to absorb the inflow of gold. 
That talented, overworked engraver, James B. Longacre, was 
called on to design the coin. 

After several trial attempts (the relief was too high to "stack" 
properly, so went the criticism) a successful coin emerged in 
1850. Mintages at Philadelphia ranged over a million for some 
time. When San Francisco entered the game in 1854, additional 
millions of coins could be struck. 

Three varieties of Liberty double eagles were made — and 
collectors usually try to acquire at least one of each. Between 
1850 and 1866 the first design did not carry the motto IN GOD 
WE TRUST. Starting in 1866 and continuing thereafter, all 
Liberty twenties carried the motto. 

The second and final change came in 1876. Miss Liberty's 
head was straightened (it had never looked just "right" — always 
leaning a bit to the right) and the denomination was spelled out 
to TWENTY DOLLARS. 

Augustus Saint-Gaudens redesigned the double eagle in 1907 
— the first year seeing several varieties, some extremely valuable 
today — and his design continued untill 1933. Surfaces from 
1907 through 1916are satiny (just like the Indian eagles of these 
years, 1916 & 1917 silver issues) and beautiful. After 1920, 
frosty lustre reappears as the main surface characteristic on 
Uncirculated coins. 


$20 Type One - No Motto (1850-1866) 




1850 Popular first year of issue coin. Many collectors desire 

to own an 1850. This date does seem more elusive than later 
Philadelphia pieces. EF-40 $495.00; Lustrous AU-50. 

Exceptional strike. A beauty at . 850.00 

1851 EF-40 . 325.00 

1851-0 EF-40, minor rim marks $525.00; EF-40 $695.00; 

AU-50, small obverse scratch . 725.00 







































1852 AU-50, planchet flaw. 349.00 

1853 EF-40 . 325.00 

Note: During August 1977 we purchased an old-time 

collection of EF and AU $20 gold pieces. The owner had 
collected them over many years, and concentrated on just 
these two grades, but NICE ones only! There were 198 double 
eagles in the group and we purchased them all. We've only 
advertised them once (in a recent "Special Coin Letter"). Over 
half were sold then! We've still many left, all nice coins. 

As a point of historic fact, back in May 1974 Type 1 
twenties in nice EF grade were selling well at $495,001! 
Granted there was a hectic gold boom going on and people 
were scrambling over one another to buy gold coins. But gold 
was priced at $170 per ounce then. Today it is hovering 
around $160 per ounce. A little mathematics, and some 
checking of prices for "common" date twenties in the 1920s 
reveals we're selling these EEs at just about COMMON price 
today! 

Even if you're not a collector of this series, or of you're not 
a gold bug, you still should consider "putting away" one or 
more of these for future appreciation. 

1854 EF-40 . 325.00 

1855- S Second year of San Francisco coinage, yet only at the 

"type" price. EF-40 . 325.00 

1856- S EF-40 . 325.00 

1857 EF-40 .325.00 



1857-0 Much rarer than the Philadelphia or San Francisco 
twenties of the era. New Orleans did not have the facilities, 
nor the bullion flow, to strike large quantities of double 


eagles. EF-40 .995.00 

1857- S EF-40 . 325.00 

1858- 0 VF-20 . 595.00 

1858- S EF-40 . 325.00 

1859- S VF-30, choice $275.00; EF-40 . 325.00 

1860- S EF-40 . 325.00 

1861 EF-40, small scratch $275.00; EF-40 $325.00; EF-45, 

choice and lustrous . 375.00 

1862- S EF-40 . 325.00 

1863- S EF-40, light scratch $275.00; EF-40 . 325.00 

1864- S EF-40 . 325.00 


THE PROFES8IONAL NUMI$MA TI8T8 GUILD 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries is proud to be a member of 
the Professional Numismatists Guild, America's leading 
dealers' organization. 


$20 Type Two - With Motto (1866-1876) 


1866 EF-40 $295.00; AU-50 . 325.00 

1866-S EF-40 . 295.00 

1868-S AU-50 . 325.00 

1874-CC VF-20, cleaned $295.00; VF-30, choice $325.00; 

EF-40, small field mark . 325.00 




1875-CC VF-30, choice $325.00; AU-55, choice $525.00; 


MS-63, BU. Lustrous and rare in this high grade .... 1250.00 

1876-CC AU-55, choice . 525.00 

1876-S AU-50 . 275.00 


$20 Type Three - TWENTY DOLLARS 
(1877-1907) 


1878 MS-60, BU. While 1878 catalogs and retails for the same 
price as a much more common date {such as 1904) it is many, 
many times more difficult to find a nice BU one than it would 
appear. 299.00 



1879-CC Key date. Out of the low mintage of 10,708 79-CCs 
struck this year, we would guess that fewer than 5% are still in 
existence. We are rarely offered this date, but when we are, we 
stock it. EF-40, a few of the average surface marks found on 

twenties .995.00 

1880 Another scarce, low mintage date. 51,456 struck. EF-40 

and most pleasant . . . 325.00 

Note: Double eagles with mintages under 100,000 are 
considered to be quite scarce. Few were made to begin with. 
Then, too, years of circulation (they did circulate — 
particularly out West) took their toll. Finally, the 
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monumental gold melts of the Roosevelt years, 1934 and 
later, reduced the collectible twenties again. 

1884-CC VF-20, scratch $295.00; VF-30, choice $325.00; 


AU-55, choice. 525.00 

1885-S MS-60, BU . 299.00 

1890-CC VF-20 $309.00; EF-40, minor scratch . 325.00 

1892-S AU-55, choice .265.00 



1893-CC MS-63, BU. One of the very scarce CC Mint coins. Just 
18,402 struck. When seen, 1893-CC is usually circulated. 
Perfect for the numismatist who wants a truly rare gold coin 


for his portfolio . 1950.00 

1894 AU-50 $259.00; MS-63, BU. 325.00 

1895 MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU . 325.00 


1897 AU-55, choice $265.00; MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU, 
very pleasing. 325.00 

1897- S MS-63, BU . 325.00 

1898- S AU-50 . 259.00 

1899 MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU . 325.00 

1900 MS-63, BU . 325.00 

1900-S EF-40 . 255.00 

1902-S MS-63, BU . 325.00 

1903 MS-63, BU. Low mintage date . 325.00 

1904 MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU $325.00; MS-65, BU, an 

outstanding grade . 395.00 

1904-S AU-50 $259.00; MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU 

$325.00; MS-65, BU. A beauty . 395.00 

1906 Scarce date with low mintage. No one knows why, after 


1904, Philadelphia struck so few coins in 1905 and 1906. 


AU-55, choice. Once lightly cleaned . 395.00 

1907 Liberty. MS-60, BU . 285.00 


“Dear Sir; 

I am not in the habit of writing to any company in regards to 
their merchandise. But, lam about to break that habit. 

Recently, I purchased a I955-D/S Jefferson nickel in Choice 
Brilliant Uncirculated condition from you. After studying it for a 
few minutes, I felt that I should write and ask you this question: 
How can Bowers and Ruddy Galleries stay in business by selling 
such great and accurately graded coins at low prices? 

You people will never cease to amaze me. Also, I wish to thank 
Mr. Kostelnik from your U.S. Department for helping me with a 
problem concerning Jefferson nickels. 

Thank you very much.” an unsolicited testimonial from S.E. 
from Marianna, Florida 















































Saint-Gaudens $20 Gold Pieces 


1907 High relief. Done in the classic style of ancient Greece, 
when high relief coinage was the norm. The Saint-Gaudens 
roman numeral high relief double eagle has always been one 
of our favorites. And, to judge by the way they sell so readily, 
one of yours, too! EF-40. Nice surfaces and rims — no marks 

— honest, even wear . 2295.00 

1908-S Key date having a mintage of 22,000. EF-40 . . . 825.00 
1909/8 Overdate. One of the bolder overdates in American 
numismatics — easily visible to the naked eye. AU-50 and 
lustrous. 395.00 

1911 Another elusive issue, on many want lists. MS-63, BU, and 

seldom found any better. 450.00 

1911-D MS-65, BU. A satiny jewel! . 395.00 

1912 AU-55, choice $335.00; MS-60, BU . 349.00 

1914 Mintage 95,320, and like the 1911 Philadelphia issue, 

highly desired and seldom offered. MS-63, BU . 550.00 

1914-S MS-63, BU . 325.00 

1916-S AU-55, choice. 265.00 

1923 MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU .315.00 

1923-D AU-50 . 259.00 

1924 MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU .315.00 


1924-S Very rare in all grades. MS-63, BU. Lovely .... 1095.00 
Note: Towards the end of the 1920s, double eagles became 
very rare (particularly those struck in Denver and San 
Francisco). Evidently, many were stored in banks and the 
mints of issue. When Roosevelt called in all privately held gold 
in 1934, the banks' and mints' holdings were sent in and 
melted! Prior to 1929, all Philadelphia coins seemed to have 
been saved out from this great melt (except 1921), for they're 
around in some quantity. But "D" and "S" twenties, as well 
as Phillies after 1929, were consigned to the melt pots. Thus 
when you see high mintage figures, yet high prices, understand 
why this is so. The mintage figures do not include the millions 


of double eagles that were melted. 

(As an aside, most of the melted gold coins now reside as 
27-pound gold bars in Fort Knox and the sub-Treasury in New 
York City.) 

1925 MS-63, BU .315.00 

1926 AU-55, choice . 265.00 

1927 MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU $315.00; MS-65, Brilliant 

Uncirculated . 395.00 

1928 MS-60, BU $285.00; MS-63, BU $315.00; MS-65, Brilliant 

Uncirculated . 395.00 


Territorial Gold 


1871 California 25c octagonal. Liberty head. Lee-36A. MS-60, 
BU .110.00 



1872 California 25c round. Washington head which is quite rare 

and desirable! MS-63, BU . 375.00 

(1853) Not dated. California 25c round. Liberty head. Lee-3F. 

MS-60, BU .110.00 

1856 California 25c round. Liberty head. Lee-15A. MS-63, BU, 

at just .125.00 

1868 California 25c round. Liberty head. Lee-27A. MS-65, BU. 

A beauty .159.00 

1871 California 25c round. Liberty head. MS-60, BU . . . 110.00 
1871 California 25c octagonal. Liberty head. Lee-35C. AU-55, 

choice .105.00 

1854 California $1 octagonal. Liberty head. Lee-14. EF-40 and 
only .195.00 


Important Baldwin & Co. $5 Gold 


1850 Baldwin & Company $5 gold. Baldwin & Co. is one of the 
rarest territorials. Few were made and fewer yet survive 
today! We offer a pleasing EF-40 specimen (lightly cleaned, 
but hardly noticeable) for.4500.00 


Attractive Clark, Gruber & Co. $10 



1861 Clark, Gruber & Co. $10. Struck from Colorado gold and 
struck by the firm at Denver. EF-45, choice . 1750.00 


Hefty Wass, Molitor $50 Round 



1855 Wass, Molitor $50 gold. Round. One of the rarest, most 
desired of all territorial gold coins. Only two kinds of round 
fifties were produced. The other, by Kellogg & Co., is so rare 
and expensive as to be out of most collectors' reach! Not so 
with this equally desirable Wass, Molitor $50. Our historic 
coin grades Fine-12 with the usual amount of dings and rim 
bruises found on territorials. We've had this coin for over a 
year and a half — and cannot understand why someone has 
not purchased it yet! So, to "sweeten the pot" so-to-speak, 
we've reduced the price from our previous $6500 to what has 
to be a remarkable . 5500.00 


Patterns 


1853 Pattern Cent. J-149. Reeded edge. Rarity-6 (13-30 known). 

Proof-65, brilliant. An attractive coin featuring the same head 
as used for quarter eagles. Struck in nickel .495.00 

1854 Pattern cent. J-160. Copper with plain edge. MS-60, red 

and brown Uncirculated. Once cleaned and now showing a 
few carbon spots. Inexpensive at . 225.00 

1855 Pattern cent. J-167. Copper with plain edge. Rarity-5. 

EF-45, choice . 295.00 
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1856 Flying eagle pattern cent. J-183. Struck in nickel (similar 
color to our five cent pieces of today). Rarity-7. Proof-55. A 
hint of rubbing on the highest portions (this may be caused by 
the hardness of the alloy not allowing the dies to strike the 
designs fully). Much rarer than the 1856 F.E. cent listed in the 
Guide Book at over $2000. The present pattern is . . 1495.00 

Superb Pattern 1856 Flying Eagle 



1856 Pattern flying eagle cent. J-184. Copper-nickel. Rarity-8. 
Exquisite Proof-65, brilliant. Of extreme rarity (only 2 or 3 
known) and in exceptional condition. A pattern for the 

connoisseur! . 2950.00 

1858 Pattern flying eagle cent. J-192. Copper-nickel planchet, 

plain edge. Rarity-5. Proof-63, brilliant .495.00 

1858 Pattern flying eagle cent. J-198. Copper-nickel. Plain edge. 
R-7. Proof-60, brilliant . 425.00 



1858 Pattern flying eagle cent. Small eagle design. J-203. 
Copper-nickel. Plain edge. Proof-63, brilliant . 525.00 

1858 Pattern Indian cent. J-208. One of the most famous 

pattern coins — this is the transitional 1858 Indian cent with 
designs identical to the adopted 1859 cent. MS-60, BU 

$395.00; Proof-55 $295.00; Proof-60, brilliant. Minor 

hairlines . 375.00 

1859 Pattern Indian cent. Another exciting transitional coin. 

J-228 is the 1859 Indian cent with 1860 and later reverse 
(small shield atop the wreath). MS-60, BU $325.00; MS-63, 
BU . 395.00 

(1860) Pattern Indian cent. J-264. Copper-nickel. Plain edge. 
Rarity-8. MS-65, BU .1950.00 


Important 1863-L Cent 



1863-L Pattern cent. J-301. Struck in bronze. One of three 
known specimens of this pattern with the designer's initial (L) 
on the ribbon. Lovely Proof-65, brilliant .4750.00 



1865 Pattern cent. J-404. Copper-nickel. R-7. Regular dies trial 

piece. Proof-60, brilliant . 825.00 

1867 Pattern cent. J-552. Nickel. MS-60, BU . 595.00 

1869 Pattern cent. J-666. Struck in nickel. Liberty head style 
similar to that of the 3c nickels. Proof-63, brilliant . . 325.00 
1863 Pattern 2c piece. J-305. Bronze. Washington head. Motto 
GOD AND OUR COUNTRY (one of the experimental 
mottoes of this era) Proof-63, attractively toned .... 595.00 

1863 Pattern 2c piece. J-312. Copper. Like the issue of the 

following year. Motto GOD OUR TRUST. Proof-63, toned 
$495.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 495.00 

1864 Pattern 2c piece. J-370. Copper. Proof-63, toned . 325.00 
1864 Pattern 2c piece. J-371. Copper-nickel. Proof-63, brilliant 

and especially nice .495.00 

1850 Pattern 3c piece. J-125. Proof-60, lightly toned • . . 395.00 


1866 Pattern 5c. J-486. Bust of Lincoln. Only 12 to 15 pieces 
estimated to exist! One of the most desired pattern nickels. 
Proof-60, brilliant . 2750.00 



1866 Pattern 5c. J-498. Copper. Proof-63, lightly toned 1295.00 



1866 Pattern 5c. J-507. R-7. Nickel. Variety without rays. 
"Transitional" 1866 shield nickel — although probably struck 
in 1867 or 1868 when the "without rays" reverse was 
incorporated. Proof-60, brilliant $1250.00; Proof-63, brilliant, 
rarely seen finer . . 1595.00 



1865 Pattern 3c piece. J-410. Nickel. Proof-63, brilliant 795.00 
1868 Pattern 3c piece. J-615. Nickel. Proof-60, brilliant 275.00 

1868 Pattern 3c piece. J-618. Nickel. Proof-60, brilliant 

$275.00; Proof-65, brilliant . 395.00 

1869 Pattern 3c piece. J-676. Nickel. Proof-63, brilliant 349.00 



1866 Pattern 5c. J-461. Nickel. R-6. Washington head. Proof-65, 

brilliant. A beauty . 795.00 

1866 Pattern 5c. J-462. Copper. R-6. Designs as last. Proof-63, 
brilliant . 595.00 


Very Rare Lincoln Pattern 5c 





1866 Pattern 5c. J-524. White metal (copper plated). Proof-63, 
toned . 1395.00 

1868 Pattern 5c. J-623. Nickel. Proof-60, brilliant $325.00; 

Proof-63, brilliant . 395.00 

1868 Pattern 5c. J-633. Nickel. Proof-63, brilliant . 349.00 

1869 Pattern 5c. J-684. Nickel. Proof-63, brilliant . 349.00 

1869 Pattern 5c. J-684. Nickel. Proof-65, brilliant . 395.00 

1870 Pattern 5c. J-805. Copper. Proof-65, toned. Exceptional 

and fairly priced at .. . 495.00 

1871 Pattern 5c. J-1051. Copper (silver plated). Proof-60, 

brilliant. 275.00 
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1882 Pattern 5c. J-1680. Nickel. Proof-65, brilliant .... 750.00 
1882 Pattern 5c. J-1682. Aluminum. Proof-63, brilliant . 495.00 



1882 Pattern 5c. J-1691. Designs identical to the adopted 

Liberty nickels of 1883 "without CENTS" variety. Copper. 
Rarity-7. Proof-63, brilliant . 1395.00 

1883 Pattern 5c. J-1704. Nickel. Proof-63, brilliant _ 595.00 

1883 Pattern 5c. J-1706. Aluminum. Proof-63, brilliant . 595.00 

1883 Pattern 5c. J-1710. Nickel. Proof-63, brilliant _ 695.00 

1883 Pattern 5c. J-1712. Nickel. Proof-63, brilliant _ 695.00 



1883 Pattern 5c. J-1714. Nickel. Proof-67, brilliant. A jewel! 
Cheap, for the quality, at .995.00 



1885 Pattern 5c. J-1743. Aluminum. Proof-63, brilliant 1095.00 
1896 Pattern 5c. J-1772. Aluminum. Proof-60, brilliant. Hint of 

oxidation . 259.00 

1869 Pattern 10c. J-699. Copper. Proof-60, brilliant . . . 325.00 
1869 Pattern 10c. J-702. Silver. Reeded edge. Proof-60, brilliant 
$325.00; Proof-63, brilliant . 395.00 



1869 Pattern 10c. J-705. Copper. Plain edge. Proof-63, toned, 
very pleasing grade . 375.00 

1869 Pattern 10c. J-708. Silver. Proof-63, brilliant. 395.00 

1870 Pattern 10c. J-837. Silver. Proof-63, brilliant. 395.00 

1870 Pattern 10c. J-857. Copper. Proof-60, toned. Light 

hairlines . 225.00 

1870 Pattern 10c. J-870. Copper. Proof-60, toned. Light 

hairlines . 225.00 

1870 Pattern 10c. J-874. Aluminum. Proof-60, brilliant . 450.00 
1869 Pattern 25c. J-723. Copper. Proof-63, lightly toned 395.00 
1869 Pattern 25c. J-733. Silver. Proof-60, toned. Slightly weak 
in centers . 295.00 

1869 Pattern 25c. J-739. Copper. Proof-63, toned . 575.00 

1870 Pattern 25c. J-892. Aluminum. Proof-63, brilliant 395.00 

1870 Pattern 25c. J-895. Silver. Proof-63, brilliant.425.00 

1870 Pattern 25c. J-907. Silver. Proof-65, brilliant. A touch of 

beautiful peripheral toning . 550.00 

1870 Pattern 25c. J-910. Aluminum. Proof-60, brilliant . 349.00 

1870 Pattern 25c. J-913. Silver. Proof-63, brilliant.425.00 

1870 Pattern 25c. J-914. Copper. Proof-63, beautiful green and 

gold toning . 395.00 

1872 Pattern 25c. J-1199. Aluminum. Regular dies. Proof-63, 
brilliant. 550.00 




1859 Pattern 50c. J-237. Silver. Proof-63, lightly toned . 695.00 
1859 Pattern 50c. J-246. Copper. Proof-63, brilliant . . . 550.00 


BUILDING A TYPE SET? 

Collecting by design types is a very popular way to 
assemble a beautiful group of coins. If you're collecting by 
types and not by dates, just put "Same Type" as the second 
choice on your order blank and we'll substitute another coin 
of the same design type and of equal or higher grade and 
value if your first choice has been sold. 



1861 Pattern 50c. J-279. Silver. GOD OUR TRUST reverse. 

Proof-63, brilliant . 750.00 

1870 Pattern 50c. J-948. Copper. Proof-63, lightly toned 495.00 
1870 Pattern 50c. J-949. Aluminum. Proof-60, brilliant . 395.00 
1870 Pattern 50c. J-957. Silver. Proof-60, toned a delightful sea 
green, blue and gold around the periphery .450.00 



1870 Pattern 50c. J-958. Silver. Proof-60, lightly toned . 450.00 
1870 Pattern 50c. J-986. Aluminum. Proof-63, brilliant . 495.00 


1864 $1 With Motto 



1864 Pattern silver dollar. J-396. Struck in silver and edge 
reeded. R-7. With motto IN GOD WE TRUST and dated 
1864! Proof-60, brilliant. Hairlines from light polishing. A 
very rare pattern .2250.00 

A penchant of the coin keeper of the famous King Farouk 
Collection was to dean all specimens obtained. This rarity 
may well have come from that renowned collection — how 
exciting! 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
-Established 1953- 
"Your friends in the rare coin business" 
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1869 Pattern 10c. J-704. Copper. Reeded edge. Proof-63, toned, 
very pleasing grade .375.00 


























1870 Pattern silver dollar. J-1005. Copper. Plain edge. Proof-63, 
iridescent toning. Rare and desirable! . 1750.00 


1871 Pattern silver dollar. J-1150. Aluminum. R-7. Proof-60, 
brilliant. 1295.00 



1873 Pattern trade dollar. J-1276. Attractive design. Struck in 
silver. A beautiful Proof-63, with perfectly balanced blue and 
gold toning. Remarkable when you consider the fact that a 
regular-issue 1873 Proof trade dollar sells for about the same 
price as this very scarce pattern! . 1895.00 



1873 Pattern trade dollar. J-1281. Bailly's rather stern-faced 

design. Proof-63, toned. 1895.00 

1868 Pattern $5. J-659. Aluminum: a rare and valuable metal at 
the time, hence its choice for this trial strike of the precious 
$5 coin design. Most desirable! Proof-63, brilliant . . . 995.00 



1868 Pattern $10. J-663. Aluminum. Reeded edge. R-7. 
Proof-63, brilliant . 1895.00 


Commemoratives 




VISIT US! 

Visit us the next time you are in the Los Angeles area for 
business or pleasure. We're open Monday through Friday 
from 9:30 to noon, 1 to 5 p.m. As rare coins are kept in bank 
vaults, an appointment is recommended so we can have a 
selection of interesting rare coins on hand for you to view. 


Over a span of sixty-two years, the U.S. government 
issued a series of coins commemorating historic American events, 
in addition to the regular coinage. Both gold and silver 
commemoratives were struck. Some were made in relatively large 
numbers; others are very limited and worth good premiums 
today. 

Collectors have been attracted to this varied series ever since 
the first Columbian halves went on sale at the World's Fair in 
Chicago. A wide-based market, such as the commemorative 


market, is important to collectors as well as investors. Luckily, 
most of the coins are available in nice Uncirculated condition 
(although flawless coins are virtually unknown among some 
types) — making acquisition of a glittering Mint State set yvithin 
reach of any collector! 

When you compare prices of commemorative coins to 
regular-issue U.S. of the same era, you'll quickly see how really 
inexpensive the commemoratives are. On top of this, you have 
all different designs in the complete collection — not a sterile run 
of identical coins! 


Commemorative Silver Coins 



1893 Isabella quarter dollar. The only commemorative of this 
denomination. Popular in its own right, too! Often times 
Isabella quarters come with "cabinet friction" on the high 
points — evidence of early collectors' lack of knowledge in 
handling coins. We have several grades to choose from (to fit 
any collector's budget): MS-60, BU, lightly cleaned $199.00; 
MS-60, BU. Fully Uncirculated, without the "rub" often seen 
$249.00; MS-63, BU $295.00; MS-65, BU. Actually quite 
scarce this nice. Bright and beautiful .375.00 



1900 Lafayette dollar. Like the Isabella quarter, here we have 
the only silver dollar commemorative. Lafayette was a great 
hero in American history. A Frenchman, he was a believer in 
the great American dream, coming to this country and helping 
out the infant nation. Many Lafayette dollars were carried as 
pocket pieces. Today circulated coins are available to 
collectors: VF-30, choice $250.00; EF-40, cleaned $250.00; 
EF-40, nice $275.00; AU-50 $295.00; AU-55, choice 
(formerly our Borderline Uncirculated classification) $325.00; 
MS-60, BU, but cleaned $325.00; MS-60, BU. Unimpaired and 
lustrous $575.00; MS-63, BU. Decidedly scarce in this high 
grade $950.00; MS-65, BU. Only one in stock!. 1275.00 
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1921 Alabama. AU-50 $139.00; AU-55, choice $195.00; MS-60, 
BU $225.00; MS-63, BU $325.00; MS-65, BU. Quite elusive in 

this grade . 395.00 

Note: Alabamas provide a humorous note to the goings-on 
in the U.S. government. The coins are dated 1921. Yet, the 
state celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1919 - and the coins 
were actually STRUCK in 19201! 

1921 Alabama 2x2. Small 2x2 denotes Alabama as the 22nd 
state of the Union. Two varieties of Alabama commemorative 
halves (as well as other commemoratives) were struck to help 
stimulate sales! Both varieties of Alabamas are priced the 
same. Yet the 2x2 has far, far lower mintage — 6,006 vs. 
59,039 for the "without 2x2" coin! Several nice coins to 
choose from: EF-40 $109.00; AU-50 $139.00; AU-55, choice 
$195.00; MS-60, BU $225.00; MS-63, BU $325.00; MS-65, 
BU . 395.00 



1936 Albany. If you're a New Yorker, why not consider 

buying this coin from your home state! MS-60, BU $125.00; 
MS-63, BU $165.00; MS-65, BU $185.00; MS-67, BU. A 
blazer! . 205.00 

1937 Antietam. MS-60, BU $149.00, MS-63, BU $169.00; 

MS-65, BU $225.00; MS-67, BU .249.00 



MS-65, BU .35.00 

1935- P,D,S Arkansas set MS-63, BU .144.00 

1936- P,D,S Arkansas set. MS-63, BU .115.00 

1937- P,D,S Arkansas set. MS-63, BU .144.00 

1938- P,D,S Arkansas set. MS-63, BU . 225.00 

1939- P,D,S Arkansas set. MS-63, BU . 525.00 


Note: By the early 1930s, the idea developed to provide 
collectors with P, D, and S sets of commemorative halves. 
Beginning with 1935, sets such as this Arkansas series came 
off the coining presses. Mintages started off well, but 
dwindled towards the end of each run. Just over 2,100 
1939-P.D.S Arkansas sets were struck! Compare that mintage 
with any comparably-dated regular-mintage U.S. coin! These 
rare sets are definitely underpriced in relation to their 
availability. 

1936-S Bay Bridge. AU-55, choice $35.00; MS-60, BU $40.00; 
MS-63, BU $55.00; MS-65, BU $66.00; MS-67, BU ... 79.00 



Boone type coin. Date of our choice. MS-60, BU $32.00; MS-63, 

BU $37.00; MS-65, BU $45.00; MS-67, BU .55.00 

1934 Boone. MS-63, BU $75.00; MS-65, BU .89.00 

1935-P,D,S Boone. Type with small 1934 on reverse (very rare). 
MS-63, BU $475.00; MS-65, BU $650.00; MS-67, BU. A 
beautiful set! . 775.00 

1935- P,D,S Boone. Without 1934 date on reverse. MS-63, BU 

$139.00; MS-65, BU .199.00 

1936- P,D,S Boone set. MS-63, BU $139.00; MS-65, BU . 199.00 

1937- P,D,S Boone set. MS-63, BU $295.00; MS-65, BU . 395.00 

1938- P,D,S Boone set. MS-63, BU $475.00; MS-65, BU . 595.00 
1936 Bridgeport. MS-60, BU $65.00; MS-63, BU $85.00; MS-65, 

BU $95.00; MS-67, BU .110.00 

1925-S California Diamond Jubilee. 75th anniversary of 
statehood (1850-1925). EF-40 $39.00; AU-55, choice $45.00; 

MS-60, BU $59.00; MS-63, BU .72.00 

Note: If you're a Californian, why not consider 
assembling a complete set of commemorative halves struck in 
or for California events? Appropriate coins: California 
Diamond Jubilee, San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, Monroe 
Doctrine (Los Angeles), Panama-Pacific Exposition (San 

Francisco) and San Diego. 





Cincinnati type coin. Mint of our choice. MS-60, BU $145.00; 

MS-63, BU $179.00; MS-65, BU .210.00 

1936-P,D,S Cincinnati set. MS-60, BU $435.00; MS-63, BU 
$537.00; MS-65, BU . 630.00 



1936 Cleveland. MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU $35.00; MS-65, 

BU .45.00 

Columbian type coin. Date of our choice (probably 1893). 
VF-20 $4.00; VF-30, choice $4.25; EF-40, cleaned $4.50; 
EF-40 $4.75; EF-45, choice $5.00; AU-50, cleaned $6.00; 
AU-50 $10.00; AU-55, choice $11.00; MS-60, BU $17.00; 
MS-63, BU $22.00; MS-65, BU. Surprisingly hard to find in 
full MS-65! .39.00 



Columbia, South Carolina type coin. Mint of our choice. MS-60, 

BU $79.00; MS-63, BU $95.00; MS-65, BU .119.00 

1936-P,D,S Columbia set. MS-63, BU $285.00; MS-65, Brilliant 
Uncirculated . 357.00 

1935 Connecticut. MS-60, BU $119.00; MS-63, BU $135.00; 

MS-65, BU .169.00 

1936 Delaware. MS-60, BU $105.00; MS-63, BU $129.00; 

MS-65, BU .155.00 

1936 Elgin. MS-60, BU. Cleaned $65.00; MS-60, BU $89.00; 

MS-63, BU $105.00; MS-65, BU .125.00 

1936 Gettysburg. MS-60, BU $89.00; MS-63, BU $115.00; 
MS-65, BU .139.00 
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1922 Grant with star. MS-60, BU $395.00; MS-65, BU 635.00 



1922 Grant without star. AU-55, choice $39.00; MS-60, BU 
$55.00; MS-63, BU $75.00; MS-65, BU .89.00 



1928 Hawaiian (or as the collectors in Hawaii refer to this one, 
Captain Cook commemorative half dollar). Always a popular 
coin. AU-55, choice $695.00; MS-60, BU. Cleaned $695.00; 
MS-60, BU $750.00; MS-63, BU $950.00; MS-65, BU 1195.00 



1935 Hudson. MS-60, BU $395.00; MS-63, BU $495.00; MS-65, 

BU . 595.00 

Note: The Hudson has a light-hearted design theme. Old 
King Neptune is riding on a whale on the reverse — but he is 
sitting backwards! 

1924 Huguenot. MS-60, BU $50.00; MS-63, BU $66.00; MS-65, 

BU .85.00 

1946 Iowa. MS-60, BU $33.00; MS-63, BU $39.00; MS-65, 
Brilliant Uncirculated .49.00 

1925 Lexington. 150th anniversary of the battles of 
Lexington-Concord during the Revolution. Minute Man on the 
obverse; Old Belfry, Lexington on reverse. Not rare, but of 
historic interest. AU-50 $29.00; AU-55, choice $33.00; 
MS-60, BU $41.00; MS-63, BU $55.00; MS-65, BU ... 69.00 


1918 Lincoln-lllinois. EF-40 $35.00; AU-50 $39.00; AU-55, 
choice $42.00; MS-60, BU $49.00; MS-63, BU $62.00; MS-65, 

BU .75.00 

1936 Long Island. MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU $39.00; 

MS-65, BU . 4 9-00 

1936 Lynchburg. MS-60, BU $79.00; MS-63, BU $95.00; MS-65, 

BU .119-00 

1920 Maine. AU-55, choice $49.00; MS-60, BU $65.00; MS-63, 
BU $79.00; MS-65, BU .99.00 

Note: Maines often come with roughness in the central 

portions. Evidently the striking quality was not strong enough 
to show fully the highest points. Similar granularity occurs on 
Sesquicentennial halves as well as Mary lands. 


1934 Maryland. MS-60, BU. Cleaned $59.00; MS-60, BU $72.00; 

MS-63, BU $89.00; MS-65, BU .110.00 

Note: Maryland always comes with slight granularity on the 
face of Mr. Calvert. The nose, cheek bone and eye brow most 
often display this characteristic. We've never seen a Maryland 
without this fine granularity, so when you notice it, 
understand it is due to the striking characteristics of the 
design. We've several want lists from collectors desiring MS-67 
Mary lands that have perfect faces. After five or seven years of 
searching, we've yet to find one, unfortunately! 


1921 Missouri 2x4. AU-50 $159.00; AU-55, choice $175.00, 
MS-60, BU $495.00; MS-63, BU $565.00; MS-65, BU 695.00 




1921 Missouri. EF-40, cleaned $129.00; MS-60, BU. Cleaned 
$175.00; MS-60, BU $495.00; MS-63, BU $565.00; MS-65, 


BU . 695.00 

1923-S Monroe Doctrine centennial. EF-40 $15.00; AU-50 
$17.00; AU-55, choice $22.00; MS-60, BU $29.00; MS-63, BU 
$55.00; MS-65, BU .72.00 


1936 New Rochelle. MS-60, BU $149.00; MS-63, BU $175.00; 
MS-65, BU .215.00 


1936 Norfolk. MS-60, BU $149.00; MS-63, BU $175.00; MS-65, 


BU .21 r .00 

1926 Oregon. MS-63, BU $42.00; MS-65, BU .52.00 

1926-S Oregon. MS-63, BU $42.00; MS-65, BU .52.00 

1928 Oregon. MS-63, BU $95.00; MS-65, BU.119.00 

1933- D Oregon. MS-63, BU $109.00; MS-65, BU .140.00 

1934- D Oregon. MS-63, BU $78.00; MS-65, BU .95.00 

1936 Oregon. MS-63, BU $65.00; MS-65, BU.75.00 

1936-S Oregon. MS-63, BU $115.00; MS-65, BU .139.00 
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1937- D Oregon. MS-63, BU $55.00; MS-65, BU .76.00 

1938- P,D,S Oregon set. MS-63, BU $175.00; MS-65, BU 215.00 

1939- P,D,S Oregon set. MS-63, BU $285.00; MS-65, BU 

$349.00; MS-67, BU .425.00 

Oregon type coin. Date of our choice. MS-63, BU $42.00; 
MS-65, BU .55.00 



1915-S Panama-Pacific exposition, San Francisco. EF-45, choice 
$129.00; AU-50 $145.00; AU-55, choice $159.00; MS-60, BU 
$349.00; MS-63, BU $425.00; MS-65, BU $525.00; MS-67, 
BU. Only one in stock — beautiful peripheral toning. A coin 
that has definitely never been fussed with! .650.00 

1920 Pilgrim. EF-40 $19.00; AU-55,choice $24.00; MS-60, BU 

$29.00; MS-63, BU $35.00; MS-65, BU .45.00 

1921 Pilgrim. AU-50 $39.00; MS-60, BU, small rim nick $39.00; 
MS-60, BU $59.00; MS-63, BU $75.00; MS-65, BU ... 89.00 



1935-S San Diego. MS-60, BU. Cleaned $25.00; MS-63, BU. 
From an original roll we recently purchased! Single coin 
(regularly $46.00) $43.00; MS-65, BU (regularly $59.00) and 


now only .53.00 

1936-D San Diego. MS-63, BU $55.00; MS-65, BU.69.00 

1926 Sesquicentennial. EF-40 $19.00; AU-50, cleaned $19.00; 
MS-60, BU $35.00; MS-63, BU .49.00 


Note: The 1926 Sesquicentennial halves all come with light 
granularity on Washington's cheek. Also, because the design 


was very shallow to begin with, the coin lacks sharp details on 
the lettering. All lettering is, of course, easily readable, but 
finding Sesquis with full strikes and without granularity on 
the cheek isn't something to spend your life over! 



1935 Spanish Trail. EF-45, choice $325.00; MS-60, BU $499.00; 

MS-63, BU $525.00; MS-65, BU .650.00 

1925 Stone Mountain. MS-60, BU $16.00; MS-63, BU $22.00; 

MS-65, BU .29.00 

1934 Texas. MS-63, BU $44.00; MS-65, BU $57.00; MS-67, BU, 
just at .65.00 

1935- P,D,S Texas set. MS-63, BU $149.00; MS-65, BU $169.00; 

MS-67, BU .199.00 

1936- P,D,S Texas set. MS-63, BU $159.00; MS-65, BU $175.00; 

MS-67, BU .210.00 

1937- P,D,S Texas set. MS-63, BU $195.00; MS-65, BU $225.00; 

MS-67, BU . 259.00 

1938- P,D,S Texas set. MS-63, BU $395.00; MS-65, BU $435.00; 

MS-67, BU .475.00 



Texas type coin. Date of our choice. MS-63, BU $39.00; MS-65, 
BU $47.00; MS-67, BU .59.00 



1925 Fort Vancouver. AU-50, 
$265.00; MS-65, BU . 



cleaned $115.00; MS-63, BU 
. 325.00 



1927 Vermont. MS-60, BU $79.00; MS-63, BU $95.00; MS-65, 


BU $125.00; MS-67, BU .139.00 

1946- P,D,S Booker T. Washington set. MS-63, BU .17.00 

1947- P,D,S Booker T. Washington set. MS-63, BU .29.00 

1948- P,D,S Booker T. Washington set. MS-63, BU .60.00 

1949- P,D,S Booker T. Washington set. MS-63, BU .87.00 

1950- P,D,S Booker T. Washington set. MS-63, BU .84.00 

1951- P,D,S Booker T. Washington set. MS-63, BU .61.00 

1951- P,D,S Washington-Carver set. MS-63, BU .41.00 

1952- P,D,S Washington-Carver set. MS-63, BU .51.00 

1953- P,D,S Washington-Carver set. MS-63, BU .82.00 

1954- P,D,S Washington-Carver set. MS-63, BU .40.00 

1936 Wisconsin. AU-50 $59.00; AU-55, choice $65.00; MS-60, 

BU. Small scratch on reverse $59.00; MS-63, BU $99.00; 
MS-65, BU .125.00 



1936 York. MS-63, BU $89.00; MS-65, BU .110.00 


Commemorative Gold Coins 



1903 Louisiana Purchase $1. Jefferson head. MS-65, BU 395.00 


Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 
-COMPLETE NUMISMA TIC SER VICE- 
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1903 Louisiana Purchase $1. McKinley head. MS-60, BU 

$295.00; MS-63, BU $345.00; MS-65, BU . 395.00 

Note: The commemorative gold dollars were the first use of 
this small denomination gold since the regular-issue gold 
dollars were discontinued in 1889. Not too many of the gold 
commemoratives were struck or sold, for popularity seemed 
to side with the silver issues. Today, commemorative gold 
coins, with seemingly tiny mintages are relatively inexpensive, 
to buy. 

1904 Lewis & Clark $1. AU-55, choice. Semi-proof like fields 


$495.00; MS-60, BU . 825.00 

1905 Lewis & Clark $1. AU-55, choice.495.00 

1917 McKinley $1. AU-50 . 199.00 


1922 Grant without star $1. MS-60, BU $725.00; MS-63, BU 

$825.00; MS-65, BU . 925.00 

1922 Grant with star $1. AU-55, choice $495.00; MS-60, BU 
$725.00; MS-63, BU $825.00; MS-65, BU . 925.00 


1915-S Panama-Pacific $2.50. EF-40, lightly polished $495.00; 
AU-50 $695.00; AU-55, choice $895.00; MS-60, BU 

$1095.00; MS-63, BU . 1295.00 


1926 Sesquicentennial $2.50. MS-60, BU. Cleaned $175.00; 
MS-60, BU $195.00; MS-63, BU . 225.00 


QUALITY AND VALUE 

Interested in quality and value? You get both from Bowers 
and Ruddy Galleries. 


Sets 


Beautiful Proof Set of Nickel 3c Pieces 


Complete Proof set of nickel three cent pieces from 1865 
through 1889. Included are both 1887 and 1887/6 coins. All 
are housed in custom Lucite plastic holder. The coins grade 
Proof-63, brilliant. Some are Proof-65, brilliant (various dates 
in the 1880s). A truly beautiful, complete set of these storied 

coins. 26 pieces. The set for . 6950.00 

Washington quarter dollars "short set" from 1941 to 1964 (all 
silver issues, all dates and mints). Grades range from MS-63, 
BU to MS-65, BU. Housed in blue Whitman album . . . 249.00 
Liberty walking half dollars "short set" from 1941 through 
1947. All dates and mints. Grades range from MS-63, BU to 

full MS-65, BU . 575.00 

Franklin half dollars. Complete set from 1948 through 1963. All 
coins MS-63, BU to MS-65, BU. Housed in Whitman album 

and all for only . 369.00 

Kennedy half dollars. Complete set from 1964 through 1976 
Bicentennial issues. Includes all BU and Proof issues that were 
made (coins such as 1964 Proof, 1965-1967 S.M.S. pieces). 
Total: 32 coins, all housed in Whitman album. MS-65, BU and 

Proof-65, brilliant .119.00 

1937 Proof set. Coins grade Proof-65, brilliant. Includes the 
important Walking liberty half dollar. Mercury dime and 

buffalo nickel . 795.00 

1941 Proof set. All grade Proof-65, brilliant . 279.00 


Currency 


Fractional Currency (1863-1875) 


F-1226 3c. Crisp New ..29.00 

F-1230 5c. Choice Crisp New .59.00 



F-1238 5c. Choice Crisp New .53.00 

F-1 255 10c. Choice Crisp New .49.00 

F-1256 10c. Choice Crisp New .49.00 

F-1258 10c. Choice Crisp New .49.00 

F-1288 25c. Choice Crisp New .69.00 

F-1291 25c. Choice Crisp New .89.00 

F-1294 25c. Choice Crisp New .55.00 

F-1295 25c. Choice Crisp New .59.00 

F-1308 25c. EF .14.00 

F-1309 25c. Choice Crisp New .29.00 



F-1312 50c. Choice Crisp New .95.00 

F-1379 50c. Choice Crisp New .79.00 

F-1381 50c. Choice Crisp New .59.00 


Large Size Paper Money 
— Legal Tender Notes— 



F-16 $1 Legal Tender. 1862. First type of greenback. Issued 
under the stressful times of the Civil War to help the North 
finance that conflict. Choice Crisp New and bright . . . 495.00 
F-34 $1 Legal Tender. 1880. Red seal. Blue serial numbers. 

Choice Crisp New . 225.00 

F-37 $1 Legal Tender. 1907. Red seal. Red serial numbers. 

Choice Crisp New .59.00 

F-48 $2 Legal Tender. 1880. Red seal and serial numbers. Ornate 

scrollwork at right. Crisp New. A clean note. 249.00 

F-60 $2 Legal Tender. 1917. Good for type sets. Choice Crisp 

New .119.00 

F-61a $5 Legal Tender. 1862. Early greenback from the Civil 
War era. Crisp New. Designs bright . 295.00 
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F-64 $5 Legal Tender. 1869. Desirable, beautiful, "rainbow" 
series of 1869 note. One of the most colorful notes in the 
entire U.S. paper money series. Choice Crisp New. Top of the 

line . 425.00 

F-68 $5 Legal Tender. 1875. Red seal, serial numbers and ornate 
design at right. Stunning. Choice Crisp New . 295.00 



F-91 $5 Legal Tender. 1907. Popular farm family design type 

note. Choice Crisp New .100.00 

F-103 $10 Legal Tender. 1880. Large red seal. Blue serial 

numbers. Crisp New. Tiny corner crease . 249.00 

F-111 $10 Legal Tender. 1880. Small red seal. Blue serial 

numbers. Crisp New . 325.00 

F-111 $10 Legal Tender. As last. Autographed in pen by D. N. 
Morgan above his printed signature. For the collector desiring 

personally autographed notes. Crisp New . 395.00 

F-113 $10 Legal Tender. 1880. Designs as preceding. Crisp New, 

and very clean . 325.00 

F-115 $10 Legal Tender. 1901. Bison design. AU, lovely 250.00 



F-122 $10 Legal Tender. 1901. Bison. Choice Crisp New 550.00 
F-142 $20 Legal Tender. 1880. Small red seal. Blue serial 
numbers. Gem Crisp New. From a cut sheet of 4 notes 495.00 


F-147 $20 Legal Tender. 1880. Small red seal. Red serial 
numbers. Gem Crisp New . 425.00 



1879. VF-EF . 1650.00 


Silver Certificates 


F-224 $1 Silver Certificate. 1896. The fabulous "Educational" 

series note. EF, crisp $249.00; Crisp New. 375.00 

F-225 $1 Silver Certificate. 1896. "Educational" series note. AU 

at just . 299.00 

F-226 $1 Silver Certificate. 1899. Type 2. Gem Crisp New for 

only .165.00 

Note: $1 Silver Certificates of the 1899 series come in three 
"types." Type One (F-226 only) has the series date on the 
right above the serial number. Type Two (some F-226 through 
F-230) has the series date below that number. Type Three 
(F-231 through F-236) has the series date along the right edge 
of the design. Type One is very scarce. Type Two a bit 
more common, and Type Three the most available of the 
three. 

F-228 $1 Silver Certificate. 1800. Type Two Choice Crisp New, 

and bright and desirable .99.00 

F-229 $1 Silver Certificate. 1800. Type Two. Choice crisp New, 

and bright and desirable .99.00 

F-230 $1 Silver Certificate. 1800. Type Three. Choice Crisp 

New, and really delightful .89.00 

F-232 $1 Silver Certificate. 1800. Type Three. Choice Crisp 
New, and as nice as the last .89.00 



AUTHENTICITY 

Each and every coin or piece of currency purchased from 
our "Rare Coin Reviews" and "Special Coin Letters" (as well 
as through our auctions) is guaranteed to be authentic. There 
is no time limit to this guarantee. 



F-233 $1 Silver Certificate. 1899. Type Three. Choice Crisp New 

$89.00; Gem Crisp New .99.00 

F-235 $1 Silver Certificate. 1899. Type Three. Choice Crisp 

New, and a real beauty .89.00 

F-236 $1 Silver Certificate. 1899. Type Three. Choice Crisp 
New, and perfect for a type collection .89.00 



F-237 $1 Silver Certificate. 1923. Portrait of Washington. Choice 

Crisp New .44.00 

F-242 $2 Silver Certificate. 1886. Large red seal with spikes. A 
beautiful, scarce note. Choice Crisp New . 595.00 


F-243 $2 Silver Certificate. 1886. Designs as preceding. Gem 
Crisp New . 650.00 
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F-246 $2 Silver Certificate. 1891. Portrait of William Windorm. 

EF-AU, crisp. 450.00 

F-248 $2 Silver Certificate. 1896. The “Educational" series two 
dollar bill. Beautiful, ornate designs — the ultimate display of 
artistic genius! Choice Crisp New, well centered and bright. 

Order this beauty first! . 1050.00 

F-255 $2 Silver Certificate. 1899. Choice Crisp New . . . 269.00 
F-256 $2 Silver Certificate. 1899. Choice Crisp New . . . 269.00 
F-261 $5 Silver Certificate. 1886. The silver dollar back design. 
Large red seal with spikes. Blue serial numbers. EF $895.00; 
AU . 995.00 


Exceptional $5 Silver Dollar Back 



F-264 $5 Silver Certificate. 1886. Silver dollar back. Large 
brown seal with spikes. Blue serial numbers. Gem Crisp New. 
One of the finest known of this much-in-demand type! Bright 
and well centered, like the day it was printed over 90 years 
a 9° . 3700.00 


F-270 $5 Silver Certificate. 1896. "Educational" series. AU, 
small pinhole . 395.00 


Lovely Educational Set 
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Educational Silver Certificate set of three notes. Included are 
Choice Crisp New examples of the $1 (F-224), $2 (F-248), $5 
(F-269). All have nice margins and the set is Choice. A lovely 
Educational set. 

Allegorical scenes on the notes: $1 History Instructing 
Youth. $2 Science Presenting Steam and Electricity to 
Commerce and Manufacture. $5 Electricity as a Central Force 
in the World. 

This beautiful set can be yours for .$3950.00 



YOUR BEST SOURCE FOR QUALITY 
Are you quality-conscious? Then we invite you to do 
business with us. We think you’ll really like our quality and 
value. 



F-278 $5 Silver Certificate. 1899. Onepapa. Choice Crisp New, a 

collector's delight .425.00 

F-279 $5 Silver Certificate. 1899. Onepapa. Gem Crisp New, the 
ultimate grade. 475.00 


Treasury Note (1890-1891) 



F-364 $5 Treasury Note. 1891. Bust of General Thomas - Civil 
War celebrity. Gem Crisp New. Quite nice! . 595.00 


National Bank Notes (1863-1929) 



F-494 $20 National Bank Note. 1882. Brown back. The National 
Bank of Commerce in New York, New York. Charter number 

733. Crisp New .459.00 

F-574 $5 National Bank Note. 1882. Denomination back. The 
First National Bank of New Bloomfield, Pennsylvania. Crisp 
New, once washed (but designs still bright) . 295.00 
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F-598 $5 National Bank Note. 1902. Blue seal. Dateless back. 
The Mellon National Bank of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Charter number 6301. Choice Crisp New .195.00 

F-598 $5 National Bank Note. 1902. Blue seal. Dateless back. 
The National Park Bank of New York, New York. Charter 

number 891. Choice Crisp New .195.00 

F-598 $5 National Bank Note. 1902. Blue seal. Dateless back. 
Webster and Atlas National Bank of Boston, Massachusetts. 
Charter number 1527. Regional letter N. Choice Crisp New, a 

superb example.195.00 

F-606 $5 National Bank Note. 1902. Blue seal. Dateless back. 
The West Side National Bank of Chicago, Illinois. Charter 
number 11009. Choice Crisp New .195.00 


Federal Reserve Bank Notes 


F-715 $1 F.R.B.N. 1918. Philadelphia. Gem Crisp New . . 79.00 
F-717 $1 F.R.B.N. 1918. Philadelphia. Gem Crisp New . . 79.00 
F-747 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. Boston. Ch. New . . 259.00 



F-747 As last. Low serial — A2345A.Gem Crisp New . . . 295.00 

F-747 As last. Low serial — A106A. Choice Crisp New . . 295.00 

F-747 As last. Low serial — A1800A. Gem Crisp New . . 295.00 

F-747 As last. Low serial — A200A. Choice Crisp New . . 295.00 

F-747 As last. Low serial — A175A. Choice Crisp New . . 295.00 

F-750 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. New York. Low serial 

number — B1300A. Choice Crisp New . 295.00 

F-752 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. New York. Choice Crisp 

New . 259.00 

F-753 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. Philadelphia. Choice Crisp 

New . 259.00 

F-753 As last. Low serial — C55A. Choice Crisp New . . . 345.00 

F-753 As last. Low serial — C90A. Choice Crisp New . . . 345.00 

F-753 As last. Low Serial — C500A. Choice Crisp New . 295.00 
F-758 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. Cleveland. Choice Crisp 

New, and nice . 259.00 

F-757 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. Cleveland. Low serial 

number — D187A. Choice Crisp New . 295.00 

F-757 As last. Low serial — D188A. Choice Cris£ New . . 295.00 
F-757 As last. Low three-digit serial number. Our choice 
(between D200A and D500A). Choice Crisp New . . . 285.00 
F-759 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. Cleveland. Choice Crisp 
New . 259.00 



F-772 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. Minneapolis. Choice Crisp 

New . 395.00 

F-776 $2 F.R.B.N. Battleship. 1918. Dallas. Ch. New . . 395.00 
F-776 As last. Low serial — K80A. Gem Crisp New .... 495.00 



F-1104 $100 F.R.N. 1914. Atlanta. Blue seal and serial numbers. 
Choice Crisp New . 295.00 


Federal Reserve Notes 


Gold Certificates (1863-1929) 


F-1173 $10 Gold Certificate. 1922. Choice Crisp New .. 249.00 


F-833 $5 F.R.N. 1914. New York. Red seal and serial numbers. 

Much scarcer than the blue. Choice Crisp New .250.00 

F-838 $5 F.R.N. 1914. Chicago. Red seal and serial numbers. 

Gem Crisp New. 299.00 

F-838 As last. Low serial — G3110A. Choice Crisp New . 269.00 
F-847 $5 F.R.N. 1914. Boston. Blue seal and serial numbers. 

Choice Crisp New .75.00 

F-851 $5 F.R.N. 1914. New York. Blue seal and serial numbers. 

Choice Crisp New $75.00; Gem Crisp New .99.00 

F-855 $5 F.R.N. 1914. Philadelphia. Blue seal and serial 
numbers. Choice Crisp New $75.00; Gem Crisp New . . 99.00 
F-868 $5 F.R.N. 1914. Chicago. Blue seal and serial numbers. 

Choice Crisp New .75.00 

F-869 $5 F.R.N. 1914. Chicago. Blue seal and serial numbers. 

Choice Crisp New .75.00 

F-915 $10 F.R.N. 1914. Philadelphia. Blue seal and serial 

numbers. Choice Crisp New .95.00 

F-919 $10 F.R.N. 1914. Cleveland. Blue seal and serial numbers. 

Choice Crisp New .95.00 

F-953 $20 F.R.N. 1914. New York. Red seal and serial numbers. 

Scarce! Gem Crisp New . 375.00 

F-1000 $20 F.R.N. 1914. Kansas City. Blue seal and serial 

numbers. Choice Crisp New .119.00 

F-1010 $20 F.R.N. 1914. San Francisco. Blue seal and serial 
numbers. Choice Crisp New $119.00; Gem Crisp New 135.00 
F-1011 $20 F.R.N. 1914. San Francisco. Blue seal and serial 
numbers. Gem Crisp New .135.00 



BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES. INC. 
"Your friends in the rare coin business" 


F-1180 $20 Gold Certificate. 1905. The beautiful "technicolor" 

series note. VF . 575.00 

F-1187 $20 Gold Certificate. 1922. Choice Crisp New . . 425.00 


Miscellaneous Paper Money Issues 


$2 Broken bank note. The Citizens Bank of Gosport, Indiana. 
July 1, 1857. VG to Fine condition. Signed by Johnson and 
Brown. From a small hoardlet of notes we can offer these 
attractive twos at: Each $7.95; ten for .65.00 
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$5 State of Louisiana Bond (actually a $5 bill that circulated 
after the "broken bank note" issues were made more or less 
illegal). With 4 interest coupons still attached. Another hoard 
note. We can offer EF to AU pieces at: Each $7.00 or ten for 
only .60.00 


Lovely Uncut Sheet of Colonial Notes 



Uncut sheet of Rhode Island colonial paper money. Full 
margins. Eight notes in the following denominations: $5, $7, 
$8, $20, $1, $2, $3 and $4. Printed in bright orange-red and 
black on the characteristic mica-speck imbedded paper of the 
time. Dated July 2, 1780, and all signed by Harris and 
Comstock. Two sheets available. Each is Choice Crisp New 
and each priced at.495.00 


Miscel lany 


M-1. 1883 medal commemorating the evacuation of New York 
by the British in 1783. Tin. Washington taking the oath of 
office in 1789, design. 36mm. Holed at top (to be used as a 

pendant). AU-50. 7.00 

M-2. 1833 Benjamin Franklin medal. Copper. 42mm. French 
inscriptions on the reverse. Obverse with conjoined busts of 

Montyon and Franklin. AU-50 .19.00 

M-3. L.O. Dunning & Son. Brass shell card. One side has 
facsimile of double eagle obverse (but dated 1776). Opposite 
side has L.O. Dunning & Son. JEWELERS. 34 Main Street, 

Penn-Yan, N.Y. EF-40, holed at top .65.00 

M-4. Great Eastern Menagerie. Brass shell card displaying a hot 
air balloon on one side, and elephant on the other. EF-40, 
holed at top . 99.00 

-- 


The New Grading System in a Nutshell 

In this issue for the first time we are using the new A. N. A. 
grading system-a numerical scale ranging from 1 (the lowest 
possible grade) to 70 (theoretical perfection). Few coins exist 
finer than MS-65 or Proof-65. The system is easy to use and 
understand. The following is a breakdown showing A.N.A. 
grading equivalents to the system we have been using for 
years: 

AG-3 = About Good 
Good-4 = Good 
VG-8 = Very Good 
Fine-12 = Fine 
VF-20 = Very Fine 
VF-30, choice = VF- EF 
EF-40 = Extremely Fine 
EF-45, choice = EF-AU 
AU-50 = About Uncirculated 
A U-55, choice = Borderline Uncirculated 
MS-60, BU = Brilliant Uncirculated 
MS-63, BU = Choice BU 
MS-65, BU (or higher) = Gem BU 
Proof-60 = Normal Proof 
Proof-63 = Choice Proof 
Proof-65 (or higher) = Gem Proof 


M-5. Hartford Live Stock Insurance. Brass shell card. Obverse 
with double eagle bust of Liberty. Date 1868. Reverse has a 
yellow card. In the center is a picture of a man leading a 
horse. The inscription is surrounding. EF-40 .65.00 


M-6. Improved Howe Scales. Brass shell card. Obverse closely 
resembles the reverse of a trade dollar. THE IMPROVED 
HOWE SCALES. 1876. TRADE DOLLAR, surrounds. 
Reverse with yellow card having inscriptions describing the 
firm. EF-40 . 55.00 



M-7. Thomason's Scientific and Philosophical medals. Issued in 
England in the 19th century by medalist E. Thomason. Each 
of the sixteen large (approx. 3" diameter) pewter medals 
depicts a different event and describes it in great detail. The 
set is housed in the original (somewhat worn) leather case of 
issue. Set of sixteen large pewter medals. 495.00 


ATTENTION: DEALERS! 

Let Bowers and Ruddy Galleries put more profit in your 
business! The next time a client asks for a scarcity or rarity 
you don't have, don't say '7 don't have one." Instead, say "I 
think / can get one for you" — and then call us! Over the 
years we’ve supplied dealers all over the world with those 
hard-to-find pieces which you might not normally keep in 
stock. At Bowers and Ruddy Galleries we have what we 
believe to be the world's largest inventory of choice and rare 
early coins. We invite you to take advantage of it! 
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M-8. 1841 Gold medal of the Massachusetts Charitable 

Mechanics Association. 38.4mm. diameter. 766.3 grains 
weight. An interesting early gold industrial medal. EF-40 at 
only .. 495.00 



M-9. 1900 Lesher Referendum so-called dollar. A.B. Bumstead. 
Serial number 969. MS-63, toned Unc. Very scarce . . 495.00 



M-10. Bryan so-called dollar in silver. HK-793. Variety with the 
same silver content as the contemporary silver dollars. Struck 
in 1900. Much rarer than later types of Bryan dollars. EF-40, 


prooflike fields .99.00 

M-11. Bryan so-called dollar in silver. HK-785. Large size 
featuring the cartwheel. EF-40, scarce .89.00 




M-12.The Wells Fargo & Company 50th anniversary medal. 
HK-296. Silver. A beautifully-detailed medal. Matte Proof-65, 
housed in original deep purple plush-lined box of issue 259.00 
M-13. Pair of Gobrecht medals, 1847. Both were designed by 
Christian Gobrecht, famous mint engraver, for the 
Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics Association. The first is in 
silver. 38.2mm. 490.5 grains. Awarded to John Cass for Spring 
Teeth Revolving Rake. Exhibition of 1847. Housed in 
contemporary plush lined box. EF-40, some minor edge 
bumps. The second medal is of identical design and struck in 

copper. 38.2mm. 484.4 grains. Unissued. EF-40. 99 00 

M-14. 1925 Assay medal. Obverse with bust of (John) Calvin 
Coolidge facing right. Reverse with bold wingspread eagle in 
portico of building. 50mm. Bronze. Housed in red box. Matte 

Proof-65 . 109.00 

M-15. 1928 Assay medal. Obverse bust of Calvin Coolidge. 
Reverse has a coining scene of the first U.S. Mint. Bronze. 

50mm. In red box. Matte Proof-65 . 109.00 

M-16. 1929 Assay medal. Bust of Coolidge. Reverse with the 
first mint building. 50mm. Bronze. In contemporary red box. 

Matte-Proof-65 . 109.00 

M-17. 1931 Assay medal. Bust of Herbert Hoover. Reverse with 
sculpted view of the portico of the U.S. Mint. 50mm. Bronze. 
In red box. Matte Proof-65 . 109.00 



M-18. 1933 Assay Medal. Obverse with bust of Ogden L. Mills, 
Secretary of the Treasury. Reverse has the mint building. 
50mm. Bronze. Matte Proof-60, small edge bump $99.00; 
Matte Proof-65 .119.00 


Your best source for Quality: Bowers and Ruddy Galleries 


M-19. 1934 Assay medal. Obverse with view of the present mint 
building. Reverse with the 1792 mint building. 50mm. 
Bronze. Matte Proof-60, some light marks $99.00; Matte 

Proof-65, housed in red box .119.00 

M-20. Carson City Mint assay book of gold coins. This is the 
authentic (and only) assay book for gold coins used in the 
Carson City Mint. The pages are a ledger of the various 
denomination gold pieces set aside from the regular coinage. 
These were shipped to Philadelphia for assaying. The first few 
entries include some 1870-CC double eagles! 

Intricate leather binding with gold-ink inlays produce a 
majestic, UNIQUE, historical volume. Overall condition is 
nice. Some light scuffing on the leather cover, from obvious 
use at the mint. Also, some misguided soul of years gone by 
used the convenient pages as a photograph album. No pictures 
remain, but at the bottom of some of the pages, penned-in 
descriptions of the now-absent photographs remain. However, 
if you have ever desired owning something with official status, 

here it is . 1250.00 

M-21. 1933 Pedley-Ryan so-called dollar. HK-825. Silver. 430 

grains. AU-55, choice .33.00 

M-22. 1837 Feuchtwanger cents. Dr. Feuchtwanger tried to 
interest the U.S. Government in his metal for coinage. The 
Feuchtwanger composition is a form of German silver 

(although no silver is present in its compostion!). Fine-12 

$18.00; VF-20 $29.00; EF-40 $42.00; AU-50 . 59.00 

M-23. 1837 Feuchtwanger's Composition 3c. Low-117. Arms of 
New York design. Fine $295.00; VF, small planchet crack at 

3:00 . 295.00 

M-24. Roll of 1956 half dollars. Average grade MS-63. Twenty 
pieces .85.00 



M-25. Original lithograph black and white view entitled 
"Panorama of San Francisco," measuring 10" x 6VS". They 
were first sold by Charles Magnus, New York, circa 
1855-1860. The view includes many buildings with hundreds 
of sailing ships in the harbor in the background. Historically 
important and interesting. A new price at $9.95 each or 5 for 
only .35.00 
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NUMISMATIC ROOKS 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AUTOMATIC MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS by Q. David Bowers. Not a 
numismatic book, but many coin-operated nickelodeon pianos, music boxes, circus organs, and 
so on are described in detail. The standard reference designated as "one of the most valuable 
reference books of the year" by the prestigious American Library Association. 1008 pages with 
thousands of illustrations and index. Weight: over 7 pounds when boxed for shipment! Weeks 
of fascinating reading are yours in this book. $35.00 (Stock No. B-B3) 

HOW TO BE A SUCCESSFUL COIN DEALER by Q. David Bowers. Part of Coin World's 
"Numismation" series. 47 pages of information. $1.00 (Stock No. B-B6) 

COLLECTING RARE COINS FOR PROFIT by Q. David Bowers. Published by Harper & 
Row. Profusely illustrated. The essence of the romance of coins and coin collecting! But the 
wise collector never forgets the investment potential of whatever he buys, and this is a topic 
given detailed treatment. Then Dave describes how coins are made and launches into a 
delightful history of our distinctive American coinage—from colonial days through the 19th 
century up to our own time. Many interesting stories are told in these informative pages. Other 
chapters explain accurate coin grading, the fundamentals of building a significant collection, 
and the principles of investing. In fact, by answering the most frequently asked questions about 
rare coin investment, and demonstrating how to build an investment portfolio of numismatic 
treasures (complete with some pretty stirring figures on coin performance over the years), the 
book ends by centering on rare coins as a truly excellent investment which has immeasurable 
educational value as well. We recommend it as one of the most rewarding "numismatic 
experiences" you'll ever enjoy! One of the finest books on coins ever written. 326 pages. 
$15.00 (Stock No. B-B7) 

A TUNE FOR A TOKEN by Q. David Bowers. Catalogue of tokens and medals related to, 
and once used in, automatic musical instruments, circa 1850 to 1930. Published by the Token 
and Medal Society. Delightfully illustrated. 79 pages. $3.00 (Stock No. B-B8) 

A GUIDE BOOK OF ENGLISH COINS by Kenneth E. Bressett. Illustrated valuation 
catalogue of English coins of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 144 pages. $3.50 (Stock 
No. B-B10) 

THE BEAUTY AND LORE OF COINS, CURRENCY AND MEDALS by Elvira and Vladimir 
Clain-Stefanelli. A sumptuously illustrated (in color) general history of the world's monies. A 
truly beautiful book, graced by some of the most imaginative coin photography we have ever 
seen. 256 pages. $12.50 (Stock No. B-C5) 

COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO AMERICAN COLONIAL COINAGE: Its Origins, History 
and Value by Sanford J. Durst. America's coins and tokens of the colonial and early federal 
period. 154 pages. $11.95 (Stock No. B-D3) 

HOW YOU CAN KEEP ON MAKING BIG PROFITS INVESTING IN COINS by Harry J. 
Forman. Every area of American numismatics is analyzed with a keen eye toward profitable 
investing. 118 pages. $7.50 (Stock No. B-F3) 

PAPER MONEY OF THE UNITED STATES by Robert Friedberg. Lists notes from 1861 to 
the present, including large and small-size as well as fractional currency. 327 pages. $17.50 
(Stock No. B-F2) 

TOKEN COLLECTOR'S PAGES edited by George and Melvin Fuld. Compilation of articles 
from the Token Collector, 1948-71. Illustrated. 226 pages. $15.00 (Stock No. B-F4) 

GOLD COINS OF THE WORLD by Robert Friedberg. A standard reference work listing all 
issues of gold coins from all the countries of the world since 600 A.D. with illustrations and 
prices. 467 pages. $13.50 (Stock No. B-F5) 

THE COINS OF NEW JERSEY by Edward Maris. Reprint. Study of New Jersey's colonial 
coinage. 27 pages, very large size. $35.00 (Stock No. B-M1) 

THE COPPER COINS OF VERMONT by John M. Richardson. Vermont copper coins, 
1785-1788. 24 pages. $1.00 (Stock No. B-R3) 


A GUIDE BOOK OF U.S. FRACTIONAL CURRENCY by Matt Rothert. 81 pages. Just 
$1.00 (Stock No. B-R6) 

PHOTOGRADE by James F. Ruddy. It has been designated an official grading guide by the 
American Numismatic Association. In one volume, you have over 1,000 sharp photographic 
pictures of United States coins from half cents to $20 gold, plus colonial issues. Match your 
coins to the photograph and you have it graded in a matter of a few moments! A description of 
each grade's principal characteristics accompanies the illustrations. Enthusiastically acclaimed 
everywhere! 200,000 copies in print. 112 pages. Just $2.95 (Stock No. B-R1) 

EUROPEAN GOLD COINS GUIDEBOOK by Hans Schlumberger. The only volume in 
English listing European gold by date plus values in U.S. dollars. 491 pages. $15.00 (Stock No. 
B-S4) 

COUNTERFEIT, MISSTRUCK, AND UNOFFICIAL U.S. COINS by Don Taxay. A wealth 
of invaluable information about American numismatics. 221 pages. $5.00 (Stock No. B-T4) 

THE U.S. MINT AND COINAGE by Don Taxay. A complete and authentic history from 
1776 to the present. The fascinating text is accompanied throughout by illustrations of mint 
operations (old and new), artists' sketches, models, patterns, and adopted issues. A basic 
reference for the advanced collector. 400 pages. $12.50 (Stock No. B-T5) 

CROWNS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE by Richard Trowbridge. Valuations in four grades. 
170 pages. $5.00 (Stock No. B-T3) 

AMERICAN BUSINESS TOKENS by Benjamin P. Wright. 230 pages. $12.00 (Stock No. 
B-W2) 

BYZANTINE COINS by P.D. Whitting. A variety of information not easily found elsewhere. 
311 pages. $20.00 (Stock No. B-W4) 

GUIDE BOOK OF U.S. COINS by Richard S. Yeoman. 1977 edition. Standard reference on 
U.S. colonial, federal, territorial, and related coins. A best seller. 256 pages $3 95 (Stock No 
B-Y1) 

A CATALOG OF MODERN WORLD COINS by Richard S. Yeoman. Most major types 
issued 1850-1950, plus values and many illustrations. Featured is the universally accepted 
Yeoman numbering system. 512 pages. $7.00 (Stock No. B-Y2) 


BACK ISSUES OF BOWERS AND RUDDY CATALOGUES 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 10. $2.00 (Stock No. C-10) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 12. $2.00 (Stock No. C-12) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 16. $2.00 (Stock No. C-16) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 17. $2.00 (Stock No. C-17) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 18. $2.00 (Stock No. C-18) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 19. $2.00 (Stock No. C-19) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 23. $2.00 (Stock No. C-23) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 24. $2.00 (Stock No. C-24) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 24A. $2.00 (Stock No. C-24A) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 25. $3.00 (Stock No. C-25) 

RARE COIN REVIEW No. 27. $3.00 (Stock No. C-27) 

ARMAND CHAMPA COLLECTION, 1972. One of the most extensive and beautiful 
collections of U.S. pattern coins ever sold—plus famous rarities ($4 gold, 1876-CC 20c, large 
cents, type coins, gold, and more). $5.00 (Stock No. AAA-a) 

ROBERT MARKS COLLECTION, 1972. Fabulous and large collection of fine United States 
and world coins. $5.00 (Stock No. AAA-2) 
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TERRELL COLLECTION, 1973. A huge sale of choice rarities. Many records were 
$10.00 (Stock No. AAA-3) 

MATT ROTHERT COLLECTION, 1973. The wonderful collection of Mr. Rothert, 
distinguished past president of the American Numismatic Association, plus other important 
consignments, including the George A. Merriweather Collection and the Dr. W. E. Caldwell 
Collection. One of the greatest collections of U.S. paper money ever auctioned. Also many 
other coin rarities. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-4) 

AUSTIN COLLECTION, 1974. A beautiful collection of U.S. copper, nickel, silver and gold 
coins—including many famous rarities. Coins of the world included. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-6) 
NEWPORT COLLECTION, 1975. An incredible gathering of some of the most stellar rarities 
in the choicest conditions imaginable. Includes the famous 1794 silver dollar and other fabulous 
coins in all metals, many in Proof condition. U.S. paper money, ancient coins, and a fine 
offering of world coins. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-8) 

SCOTT COLLECTION, 1975. An immense and important auction catalogue consisting of 
3,205 lots of Washington coins, tokens and medals (the title collection) and colonial issues, 
federal coinage in all metals ranging from gem type coins to superb rarities, fractional currency, 
ancients, world gold, and some 1,100 lots of choice foreign coins. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-9) 

WINTHROP COLLECTION, 1975. U.S. patterns, gold rarities, paper money, gem Barber 
dimes, and superb type coins as well as ancients, hundreds of coins of the world (including 
select gold), and some outstanding rarities. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-10) 

KENSINGTON COLLECTION, 1975. One of our finest sales of U.S. colonial and federal 
coins, including legendary rarities of the earliest American coinage, a magnificent U.S. type set, 
wonderful coppers, rare silver dollars, spectacular gold pieces, a very rare double Panama-Pacific 
set (the first ever auctioned), a run of gem U.S. early Proof sets, and an original 1861 C.S.A. 
cent. Ancient and world coins from many periods and countries also. $10.00 (Stock No. 
AAA-11) 

DUNDEE COLLECTION, 1976. One of the world's finest collections of rare Scottish coins 
in all metals struck between 1124 and 1716. Includes the finest private collection of the coins 
of Mary, Queen of Scots, ever formed. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-12) 

MONTGOMERY COLLECTION, 1976. U.S. rarities in all metals, gem type coins, colonials, 
gold pieces for the specialist, patterns, tokens, paper money, and a Pan-Pacific set. Equally 
impressive world rarities: the Paxman collection of Canadian coins, patterns of many nations, 
ancient and medieval coins, world gold, and specialized collections of a number of countries' 
coins. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-13) 

KRUGJOHANN COLLECTION, 1976. Rare U.S. type coins, a Gem Proof 1844 dime, 1796 
quarter, several rare Gobrecht dollars and seated Liberty issues, 1861-D and 1860-D gold 
dollars, other rare U.S. and territorial gold coins, crisp currency and a large hoard of 
commemoratives. $15.00 (Stock No. AAA-14) 

WILLING COLLECTION, 1976. Gem U.S. type coins, CC silver and gold collection, Ed Rice 
collection of U.S. Assay medals, Slabaugh tokens and medals collections, 1794 silver $1, 
patterns, currency, colonials and other rarities. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-15) 

STAFFORD COLLECTION, 1976. Ancient gold and silver, silver, copper and bronze coins 
from dozens of modern countries, coins of the Papacy (an outstanding collection spanning 
many centuries), many Canadian coins and pieces of paper money, gold coins from dozens of 
countries. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-16) 

TUROFF COLLECTION, 1976. U.S. coins and related material. U.S. coins by type and date, 
a second type collection, very rare silver coins, extensive collection of Connecticut coppers, rare 
U.S. gold, very rare complete set of 1882 Shield Earring patterns, currency. Gem Uncirculated 
and Gem Proof U.S. coin section, and various assorted medals. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-1 7) 

THE RIVER OAKS AND KRUGJOHANN (Part II) COLLECTIONS, 1976. Outstanding U.S. 
pattern collection, 1792 silver center cent. Choice Uncirculated 1796 half cent, some very rare 
U.S. gold, colonial type and rare coins, territorial gold, rare U.S. currency, ancient silver and 
gold, and outstanding modern foreign coins of many countries around the world. $10.00 (Stock 
No. AAA-18) 

GETTY COLLECTION, 1977. Nearly 2,000 lots of U.S. numismatic material, including a 
variety of prime scarcities and rarities. The largest, most extensive, and highest-quality 


specialized collection of 1806-1837 Bust type half dollars ever to appear in an auction sale. 
Extensive collection of territorial gold. Other items of interest, including patterns, C.C. Wright's 
Independence Medal, and a nice offering of U.S. currency. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-20) 

FAIRFIELD COLLECTION, 1977. 2,724 lots. Our most magnificent auction ever! All 
United States coins: magnificent silver dollars of all periods, superb patterns of most 
denominations and metals (including the major rarities—such as the 1877 $50 quintuple eagle in 
copper), the Jack Collins Collection of large cents by die variety, perhaps the finest collection 
of quarter eagles ever assembled, fabulous gold rarities of other denominations, and a 
spellbinding collection of type coins. $25.00—just a few copies available. (Stock No. AAA-21) 
ROY HARTE COLLECTION, 1977. 2,343 lots of United States, ancient and modern foreign 
coins. Fine selections of U.S. coppers, 19th-century, silver coins of all denominations, superb 
20th-century coins, and a variety of Proof sets, mint sets, and patterns. Some 200 lots of 
ancient coins. Gold coins of dozens of modern countries and outstanding crowns and minors, 
including the 1873 Roy Harte Collection. $10.00 (Stock No. AAA-22) 

DONALD F. HERDMAN COLLECTION, 1977. 1,764 lots of United States coins: rare 
colonials of high quality, more of the superb silver dollars from the Fairfield Collection, a small 
but excellent group of gold coins, interesting currency, and select type coins. $10.00 (Stock 
No. AAA-23 

HIGH PROFITS FROM RARE COIN INVESTMENT by Q. David Bowers. A recently 
updated, revised new edition of this, the best-selling book on the subject in print. Gives the 
history of the coin market in America, discusses how best to buy rare coins with investment in 
mind suggests how to assemble a meaningful collection in various ways, and answers a host of 
commonly asked questions on all aspects of rare coins as an investment. Quality paperback 
edition. 208 pages. $6.95 (Stock No. B-B4) 

UNITED STATES PATTERN, EXPERIMENTAL AND TRIAL PIECES by J. Hewitt Judd is 
the standard reference on this subject. Bowers and Ruddy Galleries is the sole distributor of this 
newest (6th) edition. The prices and rarity ratings have been carefully scrutinized for revision 
where necessary. Covered are all known issues. Q. David Bowers considers it to be one of the 
ten most valuable United States reference books" in the field of coins. Hundreds of excellent 
photographs of the patterns enhance the book—and provide a glimpse at rarities which many 
collectors never have a chance to experience. 276 pages. $17.95 (Stock No. B-J1) 

PRIVATE GOLD COINAGE OF CALIFORNIA, 1849 1855 by Edgar H. Adams. 
Introduction by Q. David Bowers. A deluxe, quality hardcover reprint of a very rare book 
published in 1913 by the ANS and long out of print. This is a detailed and excitingly told 
account of the Gold Rush of 1849, the various private mints which sprang up to coin the gold 
dust, the establishment of the U.S. Mint at San Francisco in 1854—and, in all, why the West 
was really won! Excellent reproductions of the original (rare) plates show some of the finest 
known specimens of California's territorial gold coins. 138 pages. Specially priced at $15.00 
(Stock No. B-A1) 

OFFICIAL A.N.A. GRADING STANDARDS FOR UNITED STATES COINS, compiled by 
A. Kosoff and the A.N.A. grading board. Introduction by Q. David Bowers. Recently published 
after much preparation, this hardcover volume should prove to be most useful for beginning 
collectors learning about their coins' characteristics and values as well as advanced numismatists 
in need of a general guide. Contains more than 1,300 line drawings of every type of U.S. coin in 
all grades, plus detailed verbal descriptions. 352 pages. $5.95 (Stock No. B-A2) 
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AUCTION! 

AN IDEAL WAY TO SELL YOUR COLLECTION I 


Considering the sale of your coin collection? Then consider the advantages that a combined public and 

mail-bid auction by Bowers and Ruddy Galleries can offer you: 

EXPERT CATALOGUING by Q. David Bowers, John Murbach, Richard Kosta, Judy Cahn, Bob Korver, 

Phil Starr, Bruce Lorich, Paui Rynearson, Frank Draskovic, Jim Jones, and the other professional 
numismatists on our staff. You get the experience of our having handled millions of dollars' worth of 
choice United States and world coins—including many of the finest collections sold in America and Europe 
in recent decades. 

A BEAUTIFUL CATALOGUE will highlight your collection. Important pieces will be illustrated with 
detailed color and/or black and white. The illustrations, layout, typography, and descriptions of the coins 
will make the catalogue featuring your collection a standard reference for years to come. Your collection 
will be offered to its best advantage. 

EXCELLENT RESULTS will be yours with a Bowers and Ruddy Galleries auction sale. Public 
attendance plus spirited mail bidding from our mailing list of the most active buyers in numismatics will 
combine to produce the best results available in the auction market today. 

IMMEDIATE CASH is yours with a Bowers and Ruddy Galleries sale. We can give you a generous cash 
advance for your consignment. This way you can have all the benefits of selling at auction plus cash you 
can spend immediately. 

PLUS THESE OTHER ADVANTAGES: Competitive commission rates. Insured protection for your 
collection in secure bank vaults. Complete research facilities for die varieties, rarity ratings, etc.—to assure 
you of a better price for your coins. Unquestioned financial and professional reputation. Early sale dates 
now available. 

THE FIRST STEP: Considering the sale of your collection? Write or telephone us (if you are outside 
California call us toll-free (800) 421-4224 today and we will discuss our convenient arrangements with 
you. A Bowers and Ruddy Galleries combined public and mail bid auction sale is the ideal way to sell 
your collection. 

CONTACT BOB KORVER, MANAGER OF OUR AUCTION DEPARTMENT, ABOUT INCLUDING YOUR COLLECTION! 

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS FOR OUR NEXT SEVERAL AUCTIONS: 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 

6922 Hollywood Blvd./Suite 600/Los Angeles, California 90028 Telephone (213) 466-4595; outside of California (800) 421-4224 Telex: 69-1555 


^ RUd , dV G f e , r,es , staff includes Bi " Hawfield General Manager), Q. David Bowen (President). The U.S. Coin Department: Richard Kosta (manager) 
and our * 2 ” Lonch - J ' mdones ' and Judy Cahn. Don Suter is the manager of our Investment Department. Frank Draskovic (manager) of the Foreign Department 
and our Auction Department: Robert Korver (manager) and Phi! Starr. 






Wfe invite you... 
to join our 

COLLECTION / INVESTMENT 

PROGRAM 

Interested in coins as an investment? For the busy executive or professional person who wants to acquire 
top-quality coins but who does not have the time to keep up to date on the coin market or order from many 
sources we offer our popular Collection/Investment Program. 

By means of convenient monthly (or other interval of your choice) payments you can build over a period of 
time a fine type set, collection of silver dollars, group of gold coins, display of world crowns, or other collection of 
interest, importance, and value. Or, you may wish to assemble a group of coins with future appreciation potential 
for your Keogh or I.R.A. retirement program. 

For many years our Collection/Investment Program has furnished coins of quality and value to our clients. 
Interested? Send today for our large free brochure, "Rare Coins as an Investment" which gives all the details. 





